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Dear Families, 26th January, 2023

Re: NEU Planned Strike Action

As you will be aware from the media and my previous letter, the largest teacher union (NEU) has announced
four days of strike action, the first of which will take place on Wednesday, 1st February.

This is in response to concerns about funding of schools, the erosion of teachers' pay and the subsequent
difficulties this causes for recruitment.  Whether staff choose to exercise their right to strike, is a personal
matter. They do not have to inform their school of the intention to strike until the actual day of the strike,
meaning that schools have to risk assess potential disruption in order to make necessary arrangements.
Other, non-striking unions have also issued guidance to their members about how they should respond -
including not covering for striking colleagues.

Staff at St. Mary’s work hard to provide high quality education, support and care for your children and want
to ensure this continues into the future. Any decision they make with regards to action will not be taken
lightly and is one that they ultimately believe has the best interests of children at its heart.

With this in mind, I am now writing to give you as much notice as possible of the likely impact of strike
action at St. Mary’s  School. The senior leadership team has been working closely with staff in order to plan
for the day and at this stage, we believe that impact on the usual running of the school will be limited.

We have looked at the school timetable for that day to establish how we can still manage the safe
supervision of pupils, with reduced staffing levels in place. Therefore, at this stage based on our planning:

● we expect to close our Reception Class and children in this class should not attend on that day (1st

February); 
● we anticipate that all other classes will be open, though timetables and staffing may vary from

normal.

Reception children’s parents can find ideas for learning activities at home here:
BBC Bitesize - Early Years
Oak Academy

It appears unlikely that the proposed industrial action will be averted, but if this were to happen, I will write
to you to confirm that the school will be open as usual. 

We have taken the decision to close Reception on this occasion as these children have had the least
disruption to learning over the period of the pandemic.  However, should we need to close classes on future
planned strike days we will endeavour to ensure that we close alternative classes so as to minimise the
impact on learning to specific groups.

If you have any questions or concerns about the arrangements outlined above, please contact me via the
school office in the first instance. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.

Kind regards,
Deborah Seccull
Executive Headteacher
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