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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 9 – 12th November 2021 

Dear Families, 
 

It has been a busy week here at St Mary’s – 
parents’ meetings, a four-legged friend 
visit, Remembrance Day and many, many 
other exciting things... 
 

Thank you to the parents who            
attended our first Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion meeting. It was so useful to 
have extra minds considering what we 
need to do and what we are already doing 
to make sure our pupils are educated on 
these extremely important topics. We will 
publish the future dates on the school       
calendar, which can now be found on the 
website.  
 

We had a visit from our ODST school      
improvement support, Bob, today. He was 
so impressed with our school and the        
provision the children are getting - our TAs 
got an extra special mention! The Year 1 
children are loving their new teacher, Mrs 
Lifely, and thank you to the parents for 
sharing their positivity around this.  
 

We know that one of the other issues we 
have needed to address are the times that 
Miss Atkinson has had to come out of class 
when I am not on site. We are working  
towards this and are happy to say that Mrs 
Wilson, as from next week, will be in the 
Year 2 classroom on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays and Miss Atkinson will be 
in class on Thursdays and Fridays.  
 

Do remember, if ever you wish to discuss 
anything, please do let us know; we are all 
ready to listen and help. Have a                    
wonderful weekend and I will see you next 
week. 
 

With warm regards, 
Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher  

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 

Reception   
We created our own story 
using the Tales Toolkit  
format of character, 
setting, problem and     
solution. This is Tommy 
Turtle who was swimming 
in the sea and got caught 
in a net, but Sam the crab 
came to the rescue and 
cut Tommy out! Year One                         

The excitement of 
this week ended 
with a special  
visitor, Muffin 
Mop! The children 
had prepared 
questions to ask a 
pet owner and 
they were able to 
ask their        
questions to Mr. 
Lifely.  

Year Two                         
Year 2 visited The 
Batt School to draw 
the buildings and 
compare them with 
St. Mary’s School 
buildings.  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Compassion.                                       

‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and        

patience’. Colossians 3.12  
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - Using a picture prompt we will develop our segmenting for spelling skills by writing 
short phonetic sentences.  
 
Maths - The children will be exploring length and height and using language associated with 
comparing and measuring, such as shorter, shortest, longer, longest. Through play the        
children will explore capacities of different containers and use the language of ‘empty’, ‘half 
full’ and ‘full’.  
 
Topic - We will continue to make some squirrels and other woodland animals during craft activities.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

 
English - We will continue to listen to Aesop’s Fables and the ‘Just So’ stories by Rudyard        
Kipling. 
 
Maths - Next week we will be working on our number bonds for subtraction and number facts 
to solve word problems. 
 
Topic - We will be investigating different animals and identifying their similarities and         
differences to humans. 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will continue to read our story, 'The Sweetest Song' and create story maps whilst using key language 
from the story. We will take on the role of the characters and write about what they are feeling. In spelling lessons, 
we will be adding ‘s’ and ‘es’ to words to make plurals. 
 
Maths - We will be finding 10 more and 10 less of a given number using coins to help us.  
We will be finding and recording all possible amounts using 10p and 1p coins. 
 

Topic - We will be visiting Cogges Manor House on Monday as part of our Street            
Detectives topic. Please ensure that your child is suitably dressed for spending time         
outdoors.  

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 
Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their nuts?  
Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 
 

Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2022 (Y2 Parents) 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2022 to designated schools.  
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-
school/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying.  If you do require a paper form, please ask the 
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.   
 
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022.  Late applications will not be considered until May 
2022 (after the first offers have been made).  Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt School 
next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th January 2022.  
Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools.  If you have 
any queries, please ask the School Office. 
 

SEN Coffee Morning - 26th November  
Come and join other parents of SEN children from The Batt School and St Mary's Infants to share experiences and 
seek advice and support. The next meeting is on 26th November from 9.15am at The Coffee Shed on The Leys.  
Please ask the school office if you have any queries. 
 
Collective Worship Song 
In Collective Worship Miss Atkinson has been playing a song which the children have really taken to and love to sing.  
So, we have had a couple of requests for it.  Please see the link here to the Compassion song - My Prayer Tonight. 
The lyrics are attached as a separate document to this Newsletter. 
 
Wreath Laying at the War Memorial 
On Thursday morning, the Year 2s walked to the War Memorial for the 
11.00am two minute silence.  In the classroom, the children had         
discussed the reasons for Remembrance being held at this time.  They    
behaved extremely well and were very respectful when the silence was 
observed and the wreaths were laid. We were very proud of them      
representing St. Mary’s Infants.   
 
 
Nasal Flu Vaccinations 
We know that some children were unwell on Wednesday when the School Nurses came to administer the nasal flu 
vaccinations and some parents hadn’t been able to access the portal in time.  The consents are now back open so 
you can log in and book an appointment. It is worth you logging in and checking the clinic link regularly as more 
dates will become available. There are currently some dates being arranged at Witney Hospital that aren’t showing 
just yet so keep trying. The link to do this are in the document attached to the ParentMail with this Newsletter.  
 
Indy The Tiger shows Independence! 
Now the children have been back for 9 weeks already (!), we would love to see the Year 1s showing some more 
‘Indy’ Independence (ask your child about this Learning Muscle!)  We would like to encourage them to be dropped 
off in the top playground and walk down to their classroom by themselves.  You can watch them walk down and 
wave goodbye and, of course, if your child is not ready to do this, you can walk them down as usual.  Gradually, as 
we move through the months towards the end of the academic year, it is our aim to have all the Year 1 and 2         
children walk happily to class on their own.  Thank you for your support with this. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5orn1oMFvmY
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BeSpace with Reception 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 15TH NOVEMBER YEAR 2 WOW DAY AT COGGES FARM YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 25TH NOVEMBER OPEN AFTERNOON AT ST. MARY’S AND THE 

BATT SCHOOL FOR PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 1.15pm-2.30pm 

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE 

CHILDREN 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY 

2022 

DEADLINE FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR 3                   

APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 

NEW AND Y2 
FAMILIES 

 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

