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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 9 – 11th November 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

It was lovely to see all of you at Parents’        
Evenings this week. I hope you found the 
meetings informative and the handouts useful.  
 

Today Year 2 went to the War Memorial to 
represent our school and show our respect by 
taking part in the 2 minute silence and laying a 
wreath for Remembrance Day. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated      
second hand uniform to the school office and 
to the parents who use this recycling option. At 
present, we are not taking any more donations 
but will let you know when our stocks begin to 
dwindle, hopefully after the Christmas Jumper 
Swap Day where we will also be selling          
uniform. 
 

This week we had a lunchtime when it rained 
heavily and several children informed me that 
they did not have a coat in school when I asked 
them to put one on. Please can you make sure 
that your child always has a coat in school. 
Thank you for your support with this matter.  
 

I can now confirm the dates for our Nativity 
Performances at St Mary's Church: 
Tuesday 6th December at 1.30pm 
Wednesday 7th December at 6.30pm 
We ask that younger siblings attend the        
afternoon session rather than the evening one, 
if possible. Thank you. 
 

We are currently advertising for an                 
experienced Teaching Assistant to join our     
dedicated and hardworking team. If you know 
of anyone who may be interested then 
please ask them to contact Sarah Costley in the 
office.  
 

I hope you all have a relaxing weekend. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
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Reception 
This week we started our new topic 'Marvellous Machines'. We started by considering that machines need power to 
work and that the power usually comes from electricity or batteries. Next, we thought about which machines we 
might find in our kitchens and how they help us to do jobs. We then used a blender to make some fruit smoothies 
and a toaster to make toast which most of us enjoyed tasting.  During the past couple of weeks we have been joined 
by Miss Goddard who has been on a phonics placement from Oxford Brookes and she has been helping to teach and 
support our phonics learning as well as listening to the children read. In RHE this week, we have started to think 
about how we are the same but different; for example, we all have the same body parts but our hair and eyes may 
be different colours and we may not all like to eat the same foods. 

 

 

Year One 
Believe it or not, this week we have started practising our singing ready for our Nativity. We have also been listening 

and responding to the Christmas story in RE. As part of our RHE lesson, we learnt to identify the differences between 

teasing behaviour, unkind behaviour and repetitive targeted behaviour which is bullying. In maths, we have been 

solving problems and further developing our understanding of number sentences. We learnt to create rubbings and 

use a Spirograph as part of our art work. We designed and began sewing our own puppets in DT - this process         

involves so many different skills! We had a great time creating different settings for Lego characters and taking          

photos from different perspectives as part of our computing work. In phonics, we have been learning lots of different 

spellings for the ‘/ee/’ sound including ‘ie’ (shield), ‘ey’ (hockey), ‘ea’ (eat) and ‘e_e’ (Pete). 

Year Two 
The children are getting excited about the festive season. We are looking at the Christmas Story in R.E and beginning 
to think about the performance.  In Art, the children are looking at various artists’ work spotting how the artist             
encompasses the primary and secondary colours as well as learning new techniques.  We have also been drawing 
portraits and looking at the similarities and differences between ourselves and others. We discussed which people 
are special to us and why in a form of a creative poster.  
 
The football fun continues with Mr. Baker and fantastic teamwork is really great to see! In maths, we continue with 
various strategies to build on our addition and subtraction methods and in English we are really focusing on enriching 
our sentence structures through our new story, ‘Star in the Jar’ by Sam Hay. 
 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - Marvellous                   

Machines 
Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas 
Thank you very much to those of you who have filled and returned your shoeboxes for those children less fortunate 
than our own. It’s not too late to drop off any more at the High Street Methodist Church.  Don’t forget there is a             
dedication service in the Methodist Church on Monday 14th November at 6.00pm.   
 

Children In Need - Spotacular - Friday 18th November 
Next Friday is Children in Need and we are inviting the children to come in to school dressed in 
something spotty! Children can bring in a donation to this wonderful cause in exchange for an item 
of spotty clothing. If they wear a spotty top, they should have school uniform on their bottom half.  
They may choose just to wear a spotty headband or Pudsey ears in which case, full uniform should 
be worn as well.  Many thanks for your support. 
 
Open Morning - Thursday 22nd November 9.30-10.30am 
We are holding a second Open Morning for parents wanting to look around for their children to enter Reception in              
September 2023, between 9.30am and 10.30am on Thursday November 22nd. If you would like to bring along your   
pre-schooler on that morning, or know anyone who is thinking of applying for a place at St. Mary’s Infants next year, 
please do let them know and come along! In the afternoon on the same day, The Batt School are holding an Open 
Afternoon between 1.00-2.30pm if you would like to have a tour of their Reception class and school.  Many 
thanks. 
 

Wreath Making Evening - Thursday 22nd November 7.00-8.30pm 
Emily Richens, Aria’s Mummy, is going to hold a wreath making evening on 22nd November - 
adults only! Tickets can be bought from the School Office and are £20 each.  This includes a glass 
of Prosecco, nibbles and everything required to make a beautiful wreath (although you need to 
bring some scissors please!) Come along and have some ‘me’ time with friends and help raise 
some funds for the Friends of St. Mary’s as well! 
 
Second-Hand Christmas Jumper Sale - 1st/2nd December 
Did you find any unwanted or outgrown Christmas jumpers over half term, to be resold 
in time for Christmas Jumper Day on 8th December? If so, please bring them in to school 
from 31st October to 24th November.  They will then be washed and sorted into sizes 
ready for selling on 1st and 2nd  December. Thank you very much! 
 
After School Dance Club  
Hattie’s Mum (Year 2) is going to be starting a new exciting Dance Club in the spring term for Years 1 & 2.  Initially, 
there will be a taster half term of just 6 weeks.  Please see the attached poster and contact Victoria directly if you 
are interested in your child joining. Thank you. 
 
The Farmhouse Nursery - After School Provision 
The Farmhouse Nursery School who are just a little down the road from us on Church Green, offer a collection      

service at the end of each day and afterschool Club for children at St. Mary’s Infants. This includes a snack and a 

range of fun activities. Please email them at: Teamfarmhousenursery@gmail.com and enquire about spaces.  

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Trust. ‘My God is my strength in whom I trust.’ Psalm 18.2 

mailto:Teamfarmhousenursery@gmail.com
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DIARY DATES 

 
 
 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED SPOTACULAR - WEAR 

SOMETHING SPOTTY TO SCHOOL IN AID OF CIN 

ALL IN SCHOOL 

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER OPEN MORNING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 9.30am-10.30am 

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER OPEN AFTERNOON AT THE BATT SCHOOL FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 1.00pm-2.30pm 

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER WREATH MAKING EVENING - BUY A TICKET 

FROM THE OFFICE (LIMITED NUMBERS) 

ADULTS 7.00-8.30pm 

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE TO BRING IN OUTGROWN/

UNWANTED OLD CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

  

THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER SECOND-HAND CHRISTMAS JUMPERS SALE AND 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

ALL  

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION                                         

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL TBC 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH - 

YOUNGER SIBLINGS INVITED TO ATTEND 

ALL WELCOME 1.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH ALL WELCOME 6.30pm 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE 

CHILDREN 

ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00pm 

THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH (PACKED LUNCHES CAN BE 

BROUGHT IN INSTEAD THOUGH, IF PREFERRED) 

ALL IN SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL 1.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JANUARY START OF SPRING TERM 1 ALL 8.40am 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

