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Dear Families, 
 
Welcome back to the second half term of 
the autumn; I do hope that you had a     
restorative break and managed to find 
time to ‘take a moment’.  

This week we find ourselves with further 
national restrictions coming into force.  I 
was pleased to hear that schools would 
continue to be open to all children as I 
know this provides a sense of stability and 
continuity during these challenging times.  
This belief was reinforced as I watched the 
children play at lunchtime and observed 
the positive power of laughter,                  
togetherness and shared mischief (yes, 
even at St Mary’s!). 

Next week we begin our two-week trial of 
hot lunches on a Monday and Friday. If the 
feedback from the children and staff is  
encouraging, we hope to extend this offer. 
Sadly, we have had to make the difficult 
decision not to open breakfast club this 
term. With rising COVID cases we must 
prioritise the children’s learning and do 
everything to minimise the risk of closing 
bubbles.   

Finally, thank you for your lovely ‘welcome 
back’ greetings on Monday morning.  They 
were very kind and reminded me just how 
special our school community is. 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier,  
Headteacher 
 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We have had lots of fun 
learning about Bonfire 
Night and fireworks this 
week. There have been 
some fantastic firework 
pictures made with chalk 
and paint. 

Year One                         
Year One have   
returned to school 
full of life and a 
love for learning. 
This week we    
became science 
detectives and 
went outside to 
investigate signs of 
autumn. 

Year Two                         
We looked at an 
aerial map of      
Witney and         
identified key        
features such as 
The Leys,          
Sainsbury’s, St 
Mary’s Church, the 
Windrush River, 
Cogges Farm and of 
course our school! 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Trust.                                      
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - Using the format from Tales Toolkit (see here) we will make up our own stories 
and then see the adults write sentences to tell our stories.  We will continue to develop 
our segmenting for spelling skills during phonics and writing sessions.  
 
Maths -  We will be learning about 2D shapes and use mathematical language to describe 
the characteristics of shapes e.g. a square has four straight sides and four corners.  
 
Topic - We will be learning about the festival of Diwali, hearing about the story of Rama 
and Sita and making our own Rangoli patterns.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - This week we will be concentrating on adding the suffix ‘s’ and ‘es’ to a root word to 
show when there is more than one of a noun. We know this as learning plurals.  
 
Maths -  We will be concentrating on teens numbers, exploring tens and ones and investigating 
numbers with a difference of 2.  
 
Topic - We will begin our Paws, Claws and Whiskers topic and have an online visit via Teams with 
the animal charity 'The Blue Cross'. We will be able to ask questions and learn all about how to 
treat and care for animals.    

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will begin to familiarise ourselves with the story 'The Sweetest Song' retold by the story teller Hugh 
Lupton. We will draw what is in our mind's eye, describe the characters and act out the story.  
 
Maths -  We will learn about position and direction including movement. Key vocabulary 
taught will include: anti clockwise, clockwise, whole turn, quarter and half a turn.  
 
Topic - This week we began our new topic, 'Street Detectives' which focuses on Witney 
including its past. Please help your child to be a true detective by noticing the key features 
of Witney on their walk to and from school and whilst you are out and about. Thank you!  
 

 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 
Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their nuts?  
Year Two - Street 

Detectives          

https://youtu.be/0aMF9rLyhRU
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Messages & Notices 
 

Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2021 (Y2 Parents) 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2021 to designated schools.  
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-
school/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying.  If you do require a paper form, please ask the 
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.   
 
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2021.  Late applications will not be considered until May 
2021 (after the first offers have been made).  Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt School 
next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th January 2021.  
Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools.  If you 
have any queries, please ask the School Office. 
 
Children In Need - Friday 13th November 
Next Friday is Children In Need and traditionally the children are invited to come into school wearing something 
spotty in aid of Children In Need, in exchange for a donation to this great charity.  Collection bowls will be placed in 
each class bubble for the children to place their donation in and we will then send it on to Pudsey and the CIN team. 
As it is Year 2’s PE day, they can wear something spotty as long as they can do PE in it i.e. no dresses!  Thank you.  
We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their spotty outfits.   

Police Community Support Officer 
Our Police Community Support Officer dropped in earlier this week and asked us to remind parents to remember 
social distancing when queuing outside St Mary’s in the mornings and afternoons.  The officer asked us to strongly 
advise parents to wear face coverings whilst in the queue and, although this isn’t a legal requirement, we’re sure 
you’ll want to support us in helping to keep each other and all our families safe.  We understand that some people 
may be exempt from wearing masks; however, if you are able to support this it would be much appreciated.  Moving 
forwards, we’ll also be introducing pavement markings to help support families remain apart. 
 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 13TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL ALL DAY 

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY SPRING 1 TERM STARTS ALL NORMAL TIMES 

FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY DEADLINE FOR Y2 APPLICATIONS FOR Y3 Y2 PARENTS  

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
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