“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 8 – 5th November 2021
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

It was an absolute delight to welcome back
Rev’d Toby Wright to lead our Collective
Worship this Wednesday. We learnt about All
Saints Day and that we always have a Saint
with us on our jumpers, PE kits, coats, and
bags! This term our value for Collective
Worship is Compassion.

Reception

We’ve also welcomed Laverne Williams from St
Mary’s Church and Kirsty Morgan from
BeSpace who have transformed the Library into
an amazing reflection space for all our children
to experience this Thursday and Friday. Please
see the photos of the activities the children
participated in on the next page.
School has been very busy with many Year 1
and 2 children staying to take part in Music and
Tennis Clubs on Monday, Yoga on Tuesday, Art
Club and Yoga on Wednesday and Tennis on
Thursday. It is wonderful to see the children
loving the opportunity to learn new skills whilst
taking part in our varied after school activities.
We are looking forward to welcoming our
Reception and Year 2 parents into school for
parents’ meetings on the 9th and 11th
November. Mrs Wills will be holding her
meetings in the Head’s office whilst I will be in
the Year 2 classroom. The hall will be available
for you to wait in and to look at your child’s
work but please be aware that on Tuesday we
have Yoga taking place in the hall until 3.45pm.

Year One
We have been
working on our
number bonds to
ten this week and
we have also
looked at the
different habitats
for animals with
either paws,
claws or
whiskers.

Year Two
We made Diva lamps as part
of our learning during Divali
day. Thank you to Lenny’s
mum who provided us with
the perfect resource to make
them with!

Next Thursday, our Year 2 children will be
representing the school at the war memorial to
commemorate Remembrance Day. I am sure
that they will do a fantastic job of carrying out
this important role and laying a wreath.
I hope that you all have a lovely weekend, and
enjoy the fireworks but wrap up warm unless
you are like me and prefer to watch them from
the comfort of your home!
With warm regards,
Miss Atkinson
Assistant Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

We have had lots of
fun learning about
Bonfire Night and
Diwali this week. We
were able to look at
some real diva lamps
and then we started to
make our own diva
lamps using clay. We
have to wait for the
clay to dry before we
can paint them!

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Compassion.
‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience’. Colossians 3.12
office@stmarysinfants.co.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why
do squirrels hide
their nuts?

Year One Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be writing about fireworks; thinking about the different noises and colours
they make. We will try to say and write initial sounds by ourselves and even attempt to
sound out the whole word. We will be practising our letter formation by copying firework
themed words.
Maths - We will start the week by practising subitising numbers up to 6, using fingers and
dots on a dice. We will then move on to find number pairs to five and then six and see the
corresponding addition number sentences.
Topic - We will start to consider the question ‘Why do squirrels hide their nuts?’ In art and craft activities we will
start making some squirrels and other woodland animals.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be starting our new book for this half term, ‘The Snail and the Whale’, by Julia
Donaldson. In Phonics we will be assessing Phase 3 sounds.
Maths - We will be working with teen numbers and learning about place value.
Topic - We will be writing questions to ask an animal owner. We will also have a special visitor
joining us towards the end of the week!

On Monday, as part of the children’s RE lesson, please could your child bring in a gift that they have
received that is special to them? Thank you.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be writing a questionnaire to find out what our parents think of Witney so look out for your
homework in book bags! On Wednesday, we will start our new story, ‘The Sweetest Song’,
an African American tale from ‘The Story Tree’ by Hugh Luton.
Maths - We will be working with ordinal numbers and using 10p and 1p coins to help us
with place value.
Topic - We will be making comparisons of St Mary’s School and The Batt School to
compare our buildings. On Wednesday we will learn about the significance of Remembrance
Day in preparation for our visit to the war memorial on Thursday and the laying of our wreath.
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Messages & Notices
Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2022 (Y2 Parents)
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2022 to designated schools.
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-juniorschool/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying. If you do require a paper form, please ask the
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022. Late applications will not be considered until May
2022 (after the first offers have been made). Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt School
next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th January 2022.
Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools. If you have
any queries, please ask the School Office.
Christmas Card Competition - Witney Town Council 8th November
The Town Council are running a competition and the winning design will be made into a Christmas card which will be
used as the Mayor’s official card. The Town Council will also use it and will provide the winner with their own copies
to send out too. The closing date is 5pm on Monday 8th November to allow time to select the winner and get
the cards printed. A template is attached to this Newsletter and is also available on the Council’s website, or you can
just use an A4 sheet of paper. Please return your entries to: info@witney-tc.gov.uk or by post to Witney Town
Council, Town Hall, Witney OX28 6AG. There will be prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Don’t forget to give your name, age,
school and contact details when you return the picture.
Rags2Riches Clothes Collection - 12th November
We have signed up to the Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme, to raise money and help others around the world
benefit from our good quality, unwanted clothes and shoes. We get 40p for every kilo we collect of reusable items
towards school projects and would be really grateful if you could help us with this by filling large bags with your
unwanted good quality clothes and accessories such as jackets, jumpers, hoodies, trousers, skirts, scarves, gloves,
belts, handbags, paired shoes and boots. However, the following cannot be donated: worn out shoes or clothes,
clothes that are wet or have holes in, curtains, pillows or duvets, bric-a-brac or books, work uniform, school uniform
or school sports kit. Donated clothes and accessories are sent to Europe, Africa and even further away to be sold at
market stalls as affordable items for those in real need of clothing. You can read more about how these clothes are
recycled here.You can use any bag you have at home (including black bin liners), as long as they are strong enough to
hold everything. Please do not bring anything into school until the 12th November morning! Thank you.
SEN Coffee Morning - 26th November
Come and join other parents of SEN children from The Batt School and St Mary's Infants to share experiences and
seek advice and support. The next meeting is on 26th November from 9.15am at The Coffee Shed on The Leys.
Please ask the school office if you have any queries.
Mrs. Steff Lifely
Mrs. Lifely will be our Year 1 Teacher until Christmas, starting from next week. She is really
looking forward to meeting all the children and has lots of fun activities planned for this half
term’s topic, Paws, Claws and Whiskers.
Oxford Brookes Students
We have also been joined this week by two Oxford Brookes Students. Michelle Nulty is
working with the Year 2 children until Christmas and Priya Bountra is working with Mrs. Wills in the Reception class
this half term. They have already become valued members of the St. Mary’s Infants staff team!
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BeSpace
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Notices and Diary Dates
Collective Worship with Rev’d. Toby Wright
House Winners
Last term’s winners of the
House trophy were
Bouncy Blueberries. Well
done to you all!

Mobile Phones Reminder
Please remember that St.
Mary’s Infant School is a
Mobile Free Zone and no
mobiles should be used on
site. This is in accordance
with guidelines from the
Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board, and
the Governing Body politely requests all those
entering the school to refrain from using their
mobile phone whilst on school grounds. Thank
you.

DATE
TUESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER

EVENT

YEARS

PARENTS’ EVENINGS FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR
2 PARENTS - BOOKINGS OPEN

RECEPTION &
YEAR 2

WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES

ALL

THURSDAY 11TH NOVEMBER

PARENTS’ EVENINGS FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR
2 PARENTS - BOOKINGS OPEN

RECEPTION &
YEAR 2

FRIDAY 12TH NOVEMBER

RAGS2RICHES CHARITY CLOTHES COLLECTION PLEASE BRING INTO SCHOOL THIS MORNING

ALL

MONDAY 15TH NOVEMBER

YEAR 2 WOW DAY AT COGGES FARM

FRIDAY 19TH NOVEMBER

TIME

IN SCHOOL TIME

9.00am

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

CHILDREN IN NEED

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE
CHILDREN

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY
2022

DEADLINE FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR 3
APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022

NEW AND Y2
FAMILIES

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

