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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 8– 4th November 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

I hope you had a lovely half term break and 
the clocks going back has not been too 
much of a shock to you all. At least we 
have had some sunshine in between the 
rain and it doesn't feel too cold just yet. 
 

We have had a busy week and have even 
begun to plan for our Nativity which will 
take place at St. Mary's Church in the week 
beginning 5th December (more details to 
follow in future Newsletters). 
 

Thank you to all those who took a shoebox 
to fill for Teams4U. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated.  
 

I am sure that FoSMS will also be very 
thankful for all of the funky hairstyles     
today which the children turned up with as 
it means we are raising much needed 
funds for the school. The staff at St Mary's 
would also like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to FoSMS for last year's        
fundraising efforts as they have helped us 
purchase 6 Apple iPads for Year 1 and 6 for 
Year 2 to help teachers deliver the Key 
Stage One Computing curriculum. 
 

Please can I remind you that next week is 
Parents’ Evenings on Tuesday 8th and 
Thursday 10th. These will take place in the 
hall and office areas. We look forward to 
sharing with you how your children have 
settled into their new learning                 
environments.  
 

Enjoy the fireworks this weekend! 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
 

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 
It was lovely to welcome all the children back into Reception class following the half term break. Now that 
the children have been allocated to a 'School House' they are eagerly earning house points in many ways. 
We have observed an increase in independent writing where effort and perseverance is praised as much as 
the end result and I heard a child say "If we tidy up really well Mrs. Wills might give us a house point!". In 
RHE this term our theme is 'Valuing Difference' and we thought about what makes us all special, and that 
we are all special in different ways, from how we look, our likes/dislikes and celebrations we take part in. 
This was observed when we learnt about The Hindu Festival 'Diwali' and that some people take part in      
Halloween and Bonfire Night activities and some people do not. We have been joined by two students from 
Oxford Brookes for this week and next whose main focus will be to support phonics and literacy teaching 
through supporting whole class teaching and small group work as well as listening to the children read. 

 

 

Year One 
We have welcomed two trainee teachers to our class this week: Miss Moss and Miss Pimlott. They will be with us for 
two weeks to observe and teach phonics as well as teaching and learning alongside us throughout the day. We        
started our week with printing, using our body to create prints. We are going to add further layers onto our prints 
using different mediums - watch this space. We had great historical discussions about toys from the past and shared 
some lovely anecdotes - special thanks to those who sent in photos and voice notes! The children were excited to 
use our brand new class iPads this week. They learnt how to use the activities feature in the Seesaw app to access, 
complete and upload work. We discussed similarities and differences between ourselves and others during our circle 
time session this week. We then built on this learning as we explored the Hindu festival of Diwali and discussed         
similarities and differences with other festivals we know. In English, we had a genre week where we learnt about  
information and ‘me’ picture books. We have been identifying different features and thinking about what topics we 
might choose when writing our own books in the near future. In maths, we have been systematically finding number 
bonds. During our musical register we particularly enjoyed listening to The White Stripes! 

Year Two 
We have had a great start back to term, welcoming Miss Walker from Oxford Brookes for the next two weeks. We 
have recapped our learning regarding significant figures from history by creating our own class quiz. The children 
wrote a minimum of three clues about a figure of their choice and we had lots of fun working out who was who! We 
have moved on to significant musicians and begun to look at the King of Rock 'n' Roll, Elvis Presley. The children no-
ticed the different styles of dress for the time and are keen to move on to make some Elvis outfits! Next week’s 
learning could be fun. Watch this space! We also saw some incredible dance moves - Winston can really throw some 
shapes! 
 
We have started to learn new tactics in football with Mr. Baker and are working hard on solving problems in Maths 
using various subtraction techniques. In our Art ‘Mix It’ topic, we are looking at some modern artists and testing and 
trying out hues and secondary colours.  Naming a star in our first English experience day was a fun task that links to 
our new story ‘Star in the Jar’ by Sam Hay where we will be really focusing on stacking sentences and creating banks 
of new, rich vocabulary. In PSHE, we are looking at the topic 'What makes us who we are'. A good conversation to 
have at home. 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - Marvellous                   

Machines 
Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Parents’ Evenings - Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th November 
Don’t forget that Parents’ Evenings are next week on the 8th and 10th November.  If you need a reminder of your 
appointment time, please ask the office. Thank you. 
 
Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas - deadline 11th November 
Please don’t forget to drop off your filled boxes at either the High Street Methodist Church in Witney between the 
7th and 18th November or to school by Friday 11th November. There will be a dedication service in the Methodist 
Church on Monday 14th November at 6.00pm.  Thank you for your help. 
 

Open Morning - Thursday 22nd November 9.30-10.30am 
We are holding a second Open Morning for parents wanting to look around for their children to enter Reception in              
September 2023, between 9.30am and 10.30am on Thursday November 22nd. If you would like to bring along your   
pre-schooler on that morning, or know anyone who is thinking of applying for a place at St. Mary’s Infants next year, 
please do let them know and come along! In the afternoon on the same day, The Batt School are holding an Open 
Afternoon between 1.00-2.30pm if you would like to have a tour of their Reception class and school.  Many 
thanks. 
 

Wreath Making Evening - Thursday 22nd November 7.00-8.30pm 
Emily Richens, Aria’s Mummy, is going to hold a wreath making evening on 22nd November - 
adults only! Tickets can be bought from the School Office and are £20 each.  This includes a glass 
of Prosecco, nibbles and everything required to make a beautiful wreath. Come along and have 
some ‘me’ time with friends and help raise some funds for the Friends of St. Mary’s as well! 
 
Second-Hand Christmas Jumper Sale - 1st/2nd December 
Did you find any unwanted or outgrown Christmas jumpers over half term, to be    
resold in time for Christmas Jumper Day on 8th December. If so, please bring them in 
to school from 31st October to 24th November.  They will then be washed and sorted 
into sizes ready for selling on 1st and 2nd  December. Thank you very much! 
 
Collective Worship Theme 
Our value for this term is Trust.  Here is a poem which Miss Atkinson shared with the children this week during        
Collective Worship: 
 

TRUST IS…. 
Taking someone at their word 
Relying on someone to support you 
Unbreakable promises 
Showing that you can be trustworthy 
Treasuring good friends 
 

She then invited the children to think of 5 people who they could TRUST and feel they could turn to for support in      
difficult situations. The children will be sharing their thoughts with her next week during Collective Worship. 
 
Rule Break Day! 
Thank you to everyone who took part in this fun event today! The children looked great and really went all out to 
break some rules! So far, you have managed to raise just over an amazing £129 - thank you very much! 
 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Trust. ‘My God is my strength in whom I trust.’ Psalm 18.2 



“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

DIARY DATES 

 
 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL VARIOUS 

THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL VARIOUS 

FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE DAY - WAR MEMORIAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE FOR RETURNING T4U SHOEBOXES OR 

TAKE TO HIGH STREET METHODIST CHURCH 

ALL  

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER OPEN MORNING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 9.30am-10.30am 

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER OPEN AFTERNOON AT THE BATT SCHOOL FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 1.00pm-2.30pm 

TUESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER WREATH MAKING EVENING - BUY A TICKET 

FROM THE OFFICE (LIMITED NUMBERS) 

ADULTS 7.00-8.30pm 

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE TO BRING IN OUTGROWN/

UNWANTED OLD CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

  

THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER SECOND-HAND CHRISTMAS JUMPERS SALE AND 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

ALL  

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION                                         

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL TBC 

W/C 5TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH ALL WELCOME TBC 

W/C 5TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH ALL WELCOME TBC 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00PM 

THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH (PACKED LUNCHES CAN BE 

BROUGHT IN THOUGH) 

ALL IN SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL 1.00pm 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

