“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
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No. 7 – 18th October 2019
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

Yesterday, we had a ‘Stay and Play Open
Morning’ for prospective parents. Our Year 2
children stepped up to the mark and, in pairs,
toured our guests around the School and into
the Reception class. The feedback from
prospective parents on their guides was a
pleasure to hear and I warmly congratulate our
Year 2 children on greeting our visitors with
such confidence and speaking so eloquently
about the school.
At St Mary’s we are committed to the principle
of enabling our children to flourish through a
rich curriculum that develops each child
academically, socially, emotionally and
spiritually so we are delighted to announce
that, for our Year 2 children, we have teamed
up with Adventure Plus to create our own ‘St.
Mary’s Adventure Plus Award’.
Adventure Plus is a Christian organisation
based in Clanfield, West Oxfordshire and has
been at the forefront of providing quality
learning experiences for children for over 20
years. Our bespoke programme will provide
our Year 2 children with the opportunity to
learn new skills such as archery or bushcraft
whilst at the same time developing their team
building and leadership talents. The first
session begins next week so I look forward to
updating you with photos!

Reception
We had a fantastic time on our Autumn
walk. We collected lots of conkers and
colourful leaves which we have used in
our learning at school e.g. placing
conkers in size order. A huge ‘thank
you’ to the parents who helped on the
day.

Year One
Year 1 sorted
photographs of
various pictures
when they were
considering how
God wants
Christians to look
after our world in
our Religious
Education lesson.

Year Two
In RE we acted out a poem
called ‘Kindness’ which is all
about being helped when
you drop your crayons and
then passing that act of
kindness on because
someone helped you. It was
a good example of treating
others as you would want to
be treated.

Kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Monday 21st Oct
2.15pm-School Hall
Super Numbies
Workshop
Year 2 parents, please come along on the
21st October at 2.15pm, for a workshop
on our Super Numbies. We look forward
to seeing you.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.
‘God loves a cheerful giver.’ 2 Corinthians 9.7
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year One Dino
Planet

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will continue to look at the book ‘The Everywhere Bear’ by Julia Donaldson,
responding to illustrations and making predictions about how the story may end. We
will complete our autumn writing and then write simple phonetic sentences.
Maths - We will be focusing on counting up to 20 and matching spoken numbers to
written numerals. We will be counting items into sets using one-to-one correspondence.
We will also focus on number formation.
Topic - We will be learning about the festival of Diwali, hearing about the story of Rama and Sita and making our
own Rangoli patterns. All children can bring a small teddy bear or soft toy to school on Thursday and we hope to see
you at our Teddy Bear’s picnic on Thursday afternoon at 2.00pm.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be writing a postcard recounting our day out at the Dinosaur Museum.
Maths - We will be comparing and ordering numbers and adding and subtracting a 1 or 10.
Topic - We will be investigating the great fossil hunter Mary Anning and writing a fact-file
on her.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be completing reading comprehensions in small groups.

Maths - We will be assessing this term's learning and continuing our work on
tessellation. Please remember that there is a Super Numbies workshop next Monday
at 2.15pm.
Topic - We will be learning about Diwali. It is our last session of cricket and our first
session of Adventure Plus.
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Messages & Notices
GDA - Wear It Loud Day - Tuesday 15th October
Thank you very much for all your generous
donations. You raised an amazing
£132.28 for the Gloucestershire Deaf
Association who will put it to good
use. A big thank you to Mrs. Sills for
bringing this charity to our attention.

Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas
In assembly on Monday 21st October the children will be learning about the work of Teams4U in countries across
eastern Europe. They will learn about the simple task of filling a shoebox with a few basic gifts and practical things
such as toothpaste and toothbrushes and gloves as well as small toys, pencils and paper for children less fortunate
than themselves. These are then sent to orphanages, schools and villages across Romania, Belarus and Bosnia.
Leaflets will be distributed to let you know more about this worthy cause and what can be put in the shoeboxes.
Filled boxes should be returned to school by Friday 8th November for collection and there will be a dedication
service in the Methodist Church on Monday 11th November at 6.00pm .
The Besom Witney Assembly
Next Tuesday, Julia Morgan and Ernie Gascoigne from The Besom Witney charity will be coming to talk to the
children about the work they do and how we can all help them during the coming months with donations of various
items and raising awareness of their good work.
Super Numbies Workshop for Year 2 Parents
We look forward to seeing our Year 2 parents on the 21st October at 2.15pm in the school hall, for a workshop on
our Super Numbies maths programme. All Year 2 families are welcome. A similar workshop will be held after half
term for Year 1 families.
Pet Dogs
Please be aware that it is not allowed for dogs, other than assistance/guide dogs, to be on school premises at any
time. There is obviously the issue of health and safety but some children, and adults, may find the presence of a dog
stressful or frightening. Thank you for respecting our school and our duty to safeguard your children.
Lunchboxes
We encourage the children to have a healthy lunchbox including fruit and vegetables. Please ensure though that
grapes especially are cut, preferably on an angle, and that all fruit and vegetables are bite size. Please remember
that we also have a no nut policy at all times. Thank you.
Independent Learners
Now term is well underway, we would like to encourage our Year 1 and Year 2 children to become more
independent and go into their respective classes on their own and settle themselves in the mornings. We know they can do it!
Cricket Club with Oxfordshire Cricket
The Year 2s have enjoyed their cricket sessions with Nick for the past 5 weeks.
Next Monday is their last one with Zoe as Nick is off to Uganda with ‘Cricket
Without Boundaries’. A big thank you to him and Oxfordshire Cricket. This week
the children finished off their session with elephant ears!
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER

TEAMS4U ASSEMBLY FOR THE CHILDREN

ALL CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER

SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP - Y2
PARENTS

YEAR 2 PARENTS

2.15pm

TUESDAY 22ND OCTOBER

THE BESOM OF WITNEY ASSEMBLY FOR
THE CHILDREN

ALL CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER

YEAR 1 TRIP TO WOODSTOCK MUSEUM

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER

FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING

THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER

TEDDY BEAR’S PICNIC WITH PARENTS AND RECEPTION
SIBLINGS

2.00pm

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER

HOUSE TREAT - TEAM GAMES

RECEPTION

2.00pm

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER

END OF HALF TERM

ALL YEARS

2.55pm

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER

AUTUMN TERM RESTARTS

ALL YEARS

8.40am

FRIDAY 8TH NOVEMBER

SHOEBOXES COLLECTION END DATE

ALL

12pm

MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER STAY AND PLAY OPEN MORNING PROSPECTIVE NEW PARENTS

9.30-11.00am

THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

COFFEE MORNING - PLEASE JOIN US FOR ALL WELCOME
OUR MORNING SINGING AND HYMN
PRACTICE FOLLOWED BY COFFEE AND
BISCUITS. SENCO AVAILABLE TO CHAT TO.

9.00-10.00am

THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am and
6.15pm

SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL WELCOME

TBC

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL YEARS

9.30am

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL - ALADDIN

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER

LAST DAY OF TERM - EARLY FINISH

ALL YEARS

1.15pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

