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Dear Families,  
 

Thank you for joining us at our parent 
meetings.  I hope you found the opportunity to 
meet with your child’s class teacher helpful and 
informative.  In December, we will be sending 
home a short report with specific next steps to 
support your child’s learning.  In the meantime, 
please remember that our ‘drop-in’ sessions 
are on a Tuesday when you are very welcome 
to pop in and have a chat with your child’s class 
teacher. 
 

This week I met with Julia and Ernie who work 
for the Witney branch of the charity ‘The       
Besom’. The Besom supports individuals and      
families in our local community in times of 
need. They recycle good quality household 
items such as furniture, textiles, kitchenalia, 
good-as-new children's clothing, baby items 
and toys and pass these onto people who need 
them. They also accept gifts of food.        
Throughout the year our school will be looking 
at how we can engage with the charity’s work.  
We will be encouraging our children to         
understand the importance of living well     
together and supporting our community.  
 

Yesterday was World Mental Health Day and 
during our assembly I spoke with the children 
about looking after ourselves including our 
minds as well as our bodies.  We reflected that 
our Happy School Rules and value of Love 
means that we know how unique and precious 
we all are.  We finished by listening to some 
quiet music, looking at our lit candles and 
thinking of all the special people we have in our 
lives. 
 

And finally, further on in our newsletter our 
Chair of Governors, Kate Pengelly, has exciting 
news to share with our families. 
 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier                                                     
Headteacher 

 

Celebration of Learning   

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We used autumn colours when 
we did some vegetable printing 
this week. We  painted the      
vegetables and then placed 
them on the paper with great 
care. We have also been writing 
the names of the vegetables 
that we like to eat. 

Year One                         
Year 1 have been 
naming and       
exploring the 
properties of 2D 
shape in Maths 
this week.  

Year Two                         
We found out lots 
about the history of 
Witney during our 
visit to the Witney 
and District           
Museum. Robert was 
very excited to find a 
section all about the 
Witney train station, 
trains and railways!  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.                     

‘God loves a cheerful giver.’ 2 Corinthians 9.7 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will continue to look at the book ‘The Everywhere Bear’ by Julia Donaldson, 
responding to illustrations and thinking about how the bear is feeling at different stages 
of the story.  We will also write a simple sentence about our Autumn Walk.  
 

Maths - The children will be exploring length and height and using language associated 
with comparing and measuring, such as ‘shorter’, ‘shortest’, ‘longer’, ‘longest’. Through 
play the children will explore capacities of different containers and use the language of 
‘empty’, ‘half full’ and ‘full’. 
 

Topic - We are looking forward to our Autumn Walk when we can consider and observe the changes to the trees 
and weather. Hopefully there will be some conkers and leaves for us to collect and bring back to school to help with 
our learning.  

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will continue to use our ‘talk for writing’ story map to write the story about the 
‘Sleepy Dinosaur’ by Karen Wallace. 
 

Maths - We will be focusing on writing numbers in words and digits. We will learn to       
subtract a one digit number from a tens number and write subtraction number sentences 
e.g. 28-3=25. 
 

Topic -  We will learn about herbivores and carnivores and finish designing our dinosaur 
habitats.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - In English our spelling focus is the prefix ‘un’. We will rewrite the story of ‘The 
Sweetest Song’ from the point of view of the wolf. On Friday it is our Poetry Sharing 
morning.  
 

Maths - In maths we will be finding lines of symmetry and right angles on 2D shapes and 
looking at tessellations. Year 2 Super Numbies will be starting after half term so please 
come along to the Super Numbies Workshop on Monday 21st October at 2.15pm to find 
out all about it.  
 

Topic - Next week we will be creating a Christmas cards design for you to purchase if 
you wish to do so. In Science we will be looking at natural and manmade building materials.  

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  
Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 

Rags2Riches - Thursday 10th October 9.00am 

Thank you very much for all your kind donations of clothes for Rags2Riches.  We collected 46 bags which weighed 
166kg meaning we will shortly receive £83 so we can buy additional resources for the children. 
 

Colourbox Photography - Friday 11th October 
The children all had their photographs taken in school today.  The proofs will be returned to you in a couple of 
weeks, may be before half term but possibly when we return on 4th November.  
 

GDA - Wear It Loud Day - Tuesday 15th October 
Please remember that next Tuesday 15th October the children are invited to come in wearing their ‘loudest’ clothes 
(bright colours/patterns) in exchange for a donation to the Gloucestershire Deaf Association’s fundraising efforts.  
Please have a look at their website http://www.gda.org.uk/events/wear-it-loud  
 

Oxfordshire County Council Special Educational Needs and Disability Inspection 

We have been asked by Oxfordshire County Council to bring the following information to the attention of our       
families.  A letter from Ofsted and CQC will accompany this Newsletter.   
 

“Following advice received, and discussion with the inspection team, the Oxfordshire SEND Local Area Re-visit by 
Claire Prince (Her Majesty’s Inspector) and Lee Carey (CQC Inspector) will take place on Tuesday 15-Thursday 17    
October 2019. 
  

Ofsted and CQC will be evaluating the progress made by the Local Area in addressing the five areas of             
significant weakness identified in the Written Statement of Action. 
   

The Inspectors meeting with parents to discuss whether there have been improvements in the areas highlighted in 
the Written Statement of Action has been arranged for Monday 14 October 6.00-7.00pm. Parents who would like to 
attend this meeting can register via this link https://oxpcf.eventbrite.co.uk.” 
 
 

A Message from the Chair of Governors 
Dear Families,  
 

Welcome to the new term, I hope your children have settled in well and are already enjoying the many learning     
experiences at St Mary's.  We had our first Full Governing Board meeting last week and started planning our visits 
to oversee the school's development priorities and finances for the year.  
 

Hopefully you will meet Governors  at events and coffee mornings, when we are always very happy to chat to  
parents. We will also be visiting school to look at data, talk to staff, meet the children and look at their books and 
curriculum.  
 

I wanted to share some very exciting news with you all: St Mary's is now categorised as a 'purple' school by our 
school Trust, ODST. This means St Mary's is a "strong and highly effective school with the potential to provide  
system leadership support". I'm sure you'll join me in congratulating the staff, whose hard work and dedication 
has led to this brilliant result.  
 

Best wishes,  
Kate Pengelly, Chair of Governors 

http://www.gda.org.uk/events/wear-it-loud
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/special-educational-needs/send_written_statement_of_action.pdf
https://oxpcf.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/our-school/governors
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER AUTUMN WALK RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER WEAR IT LOUD DAY - DONATION FOR 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE DEAF ASSOCIATION 

ALL CHILDREN   

WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER ADVENTURE + INTRODUCTORY VISIT TO 

YEAR 2 CLASS 

YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER STAY AND PLAY OPEN MORNING -

PROSPECTIVE NEW PARENTS 

 9.30-11.00am 

FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER FOSMS MEETING IN SCHOOL ALL WELCOME 9.00am 

FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER TEAMS4U ASSEMBLY FOR THE CHILDREN ALL CHILDREN IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER SUPER NUMBIES WORKSHOP - Y2         

PARENTS 

YEAR 2 PARENTS 2.15pm 

TUESDAY 22ND OCTOBER THE BESOM OF WITNEY ASSEMBLY FOR 

THE CHILDREN 

ALL CHILDREN  IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER YEAR 1 TRIP TO WOODSTOCK MUSEUM YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEAR’S PICNIC WITH PARENTS AND 

SIBLINGS 

RECEPTION 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER END OF HALF TERM ALL YEARS 2.55pm 

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER AUTUMN TERM RESTARTS ALL YEARS 8.40am 

MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE SERVICE ALL YEARS  IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER STAY AND PLAY OPEN MORNING -

PROSPECTIVE NEW PARENTS 

 9.30-11.00am 

THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER COFFEE MORNING - PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

OUR MORNING SINGING AND HYMN 

PRACTICE FOLLOWED BY COFFEE AND   

BISCUITS. SENCO AVAILABLE TO CHAT TO. 

ALL WELCOME 9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am and 

6.15pm 

SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME TBC 

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL YEARS 9.30am 

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL - ALADDIN ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER LAST DAY OF TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL YEARS 1.15pm FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

