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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 6 – 14th October 2022 

Dear Families, 
 
The weeks are flying by now and the end 
of half term is fast approaching. I would 
like to take this opportunity to remind you 
of some of the things we have been       
focussing on this term. 
 
The Reception children have been busy 
finding out about our different Learning 
Muscles each week: 
 
Indy the Tiger – Independence; Hector the 
Hound – Curiosity; Oggy the Owl –         
Concentration; Percy the Tortoise –         
Perseverance; Betty the Builder – Problem 
Solving; Sidney the Sponge – Loving           
Learning and Buzzle the Bee – Creative.  
For more information please see our         
website. 
 
The whole school has been learning about 
the value of Thankfulness which has linked 
well with our Harvest celebrations. Our 
Happy School Rules have been the focus of 
how to create a school in which everyone 
feels loved, secure and happy in and out of 
the classroom which also links to our 
school vision – please see them here. 
 
And lastly, at the heart of what we do is 
ensuring that all our pupils ‘love to learn 
and learn to love’ and I think you will agree 
that this half term's Newsletters and     
photos on ClassDojo have clearly shown 
this.  
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

This Week in Photos 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/information-for-parents
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Reception 
In phonics this week, we have been starting to develop our segmenting (sounding out) and blending skills and next 
week we aim to give everyone a reading book with words so your child can practise their reading at home. There will 
also be some games allocated on Bug Club which will promote recognising letter sounds and developing segmenting/
blending skills. In maths, we have been learning about length and we have compared objects from around the        
classroom using the language shorter/longer and realising when objects were the same length-perhaps you could do 
this at home. Whilst playing in the sand and water tray the children have used the vocabulary, full, empty and half 
full.  We have continued to learn facts about autumn, which included: leaves changing colour and then falling off 
trees, different seeds from trees, squirrels finding nuts and hiding them for winter, hibernating animals such as 
hedgehogs and migrating birds. In RHE, we have been thinking about 'feelings' and this week we thought about how 
we could help ourselves to calm down if we felt angry. These were our ideas; find a quiet space, do a physical activity 
such as stamping or jumping, count to ten, take deep breaths-see if your child can remember the hand breathing.  

 

Year One 
Our class has been very productive this week. We have been developing our understanding of part whole models 
and writing corresponding number sentences in maths. In English, we drew wonderful story maps of ‘The Gigantic 
Turnip’ by Aleksei Tolstoy and then stepped the story using our maps to help us remember it. Thank you so much for 
the donations of materials for our sketchbooks. The children made some wonderful sketchbooks with lots of         
different paper types. We have also been looking at ways of attaching materials together using lacing techniques in 
preparation for our sewing work. If you get any chance to practise threading a needle and doing a simple running 
stitch at home with your child, that would be fantastic! During our circle time, we discussed examples of when we 
felt hurt and learnt to identify the difference between feeling physically and emotionally hurt. In computing, we 
learnt to use different tools to draw a picture on an iPad and upload it to Seesaw. As part of our phonics works this 
week, we have been consolidating previously taught sounds and practising reading and writing CCVC words.  

Year Two 
It has been lovely to hear some presentations in the class and children sharing things that they have been doing in 
their home with their families. We were particularly impressed with an inspiring, beautifully presented information 
booklet about Bird Eating Spiders. Keep up the good work! In English, we have been editing our story writing and  
improving our sentences using lots of interesting adjectives to engage the reader even further.  Adding to 10 and 3 
digit numbers has been our focus in maths and lots of problem solving challenges. 
 
This week we have enjoyed learning more about the activist Rosa Parks and the struggles that she encountered 
throughout her life. It generated lots of animated discussion and I was very proud of the way in which the children 
listened to each other's opinions.  I (KW) have noticed that the class as a whole have a real passion for all things       
creative. Whilst completing an initial task for our significant Artists part of our topic, they started to sing in unison, it 
was such a special moment. Everyone relaxed and working hard to complete beautiful observational drawings and 
paintings. I think that I would like to move our topic towards the children's interests and discover significant Artists 
and Musicians - who knows where it will take us. Maybe next week we will try writing songs in our English lessons?! 
So much fun around the corner!  

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - 

Let’s 
Explore  

Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Open Morning - Thursday 3rd November 9.30-10.30am 
We are holding an Open Morning for parents wanting to look around for their children to enter Reception in              
September 2023, between 9.30am and 10.30am on Thursday November 3rd. If you would like to bring along your   
pre-schooler on that morning, or know anyone who is thinking of applying for a place at St. Mary’s Infants next year, 
please do let them know and come along!  
In the afternoon on the same day, The Batt School are holding an Open Afternoon between 1.00-2.30pm if you 
would like to have a tour of their Reception class and school.  Many thanks. 
 

Parents’ Evenings - Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th November 
We will be holding Parents’ Evenings on the 8th and 10th November.  The booking system will go live on ParentMail 
from 9.00am on Monday 24th October until 24 hours before the first session.  Please make a note in your diary to 
book a slot with your child’s teacher. Thank you. 
 

Second-Hand Christmas Jumper Sale - 1st/2nd December 
It may seem a little early to think about the dreaded word Christmas, but the Friends of St. Mary’s, and Aria’s     
Mummy in particular, are looking to gather in any unwanted or outgrown Christmas jumpers to be resold in         
readiness for Christmas Jumper Day on 8th December. Over half term we would love it if you could have a look 
through your cupboards and wardrobes and find any unwanted Christmas jumpers and bring them in to school from 
31st October to 24th November.  They will then be washed and sorted into sizes ready for selling on 1st and 2nd  
December. Thank you very much! 
 

Teams4U - Shoeboxes for Christmas - deadline 11th November 
The work of Teams4U (similar to Operation Christmas Child and Samaritan’s Purse) in countries across eastern       
Europe is an extraordinary, annual feat on a huge scale.  Your children will be bringing home a leaflet explaining how 
the simple task of wrapping and filling a shoebox with a few basic gifts and practical things, such as toothpaste and 
toothbrushes, gloves, socks, small toys, pencils and paper for children less fortunate than ours, brings so much joy. 
The boxes are sent to orphanages, schools and villages across Romania, Belarus and Bosnia. The leaflets about this 
worthy cause lets you know what can or cannot be put in the shoeboxes.  Filled boxes can be dropped off at the High 
Street Methodist Church in Witney between the 7th and 18th November or can be returned to school by Friday 11th 
November. There will be a dedication service in the Methodist Church on Monday 14th November at 6.00pm.  If you 
cannot find a shoebox to cover in wrapping paper to use, we have been given some pre-wrapped ones already and 
they can be collected from the school office. Thank you for supporting those less fortunate than ourselves in these 
worrying, global times. 
 

Independent Learners 
Now the new term and academic year is well underway we would like to encourage our Year 1 and Year 2 children to 
become more independent and go into their respective classes on their own and settle themselves in the mornings.  
We know they can do it and show their Indy Tiger Independence! Well done to those who are already happily          
walking into school on their own. 
 

Harvest Cake Sale 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Harvest Cake Sale a great success - from those who organised, bought 
and baked - a wonderful £189 was raised! Well done to the Friends for another great event. Next up is the            
sponsored Rule Break Day on Friday 4th November! 
 

Return to School after Illness 
With some bugs and viruses starting to affect the children, we would like to remind you of the School’s Policy       
regarding returning to School after a bout of illness.  If your child has been sick and/or had an upset stomach, they 
should not return to School for 48 hours since the last episode of being unwell.  This is to help everyone stop the 
spread of infection throughout the School, especially amongst the children. Thank you for your help with this. 
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DIARY DATES 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Thankfulness. ‘Always be thankful.’ Thessalonians 5.16 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER CHILDHOOD FLU VACCINATIONS -                    

ADMINISTERED BY SCHOOL HEALTH NURSES 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER RECEPTION STORY TIME WITH PARENTS REC 2.30pm 

THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm FINISH 

FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER TO 

FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER 

HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER START OF AUTUMN 2 HALF TERM ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER OPEN MORNING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 9.30am-10.30am 

THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER OPEN AFTERNOON AT THE BATT SCHOOL FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 1.00pm-2.30pm 

FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER RULE BREAK DAY! ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL TBC 

THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL TBC 

FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE DAY - WAR MEMORIAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 24TH NOVEMBER DEADLINE TO BRING IN OUTGROWN/

UNWANTED OLD CHRISTMAS JUMPERS 

  

THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER SECOND-HAND CHRISTMAS JUMPERS SALE ALL  

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION 

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL TBC 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00PM 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

