“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 5 – 8th October 2021
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

It has been wonderful to spend time with
the children this week, shooting baskets,
watching Maths lessons, helping out at
breakfast club and enjoying a very special
Harvest practise yesterday. It is always a
tonic when the bureaucratic side of the job
takes over!

Reception
We have had lots of
fun making repeating
patterns this week. We
used colour, shapes,
objects, actions and
even ourselves. This
pattern is standing,
sitting, standing,
sitting.

This week myself and Miss Atkinson have
been looking through applications for
the new Year 1 teacher and additional TA.
We hope to interview soon and will keep
you informed.
I know that Miss Atkinson has loved being
back in class this week but in the future we
will inform you when there are to be
changes in staffing. However, please be
assured we always inform the children if
we know they are to have someone else.
I do hope you all have a wonderful
weekend and you manage to get an
Autumn walk in!

Year One
Year 1 have had a super
week fully engrossed in
their learning after their
trip to the Woodstock
Museum. They had a
great time learning about
how fossils form,
measuring a real dinosaur
footprint and exploring all
areas of the museum.

With warm regards,
Charlie Barwell
Executive Headteacher

Year Two
In topic lessons, we designed
and made boats then tested
them to see if they would
float.

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.
Mark 12.31 “Loving Others as we love ourselves”
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year One -

Year Two

Dino
Planet

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be learning the new sounds ‘g’, ‘o’, ‘c’ and ‘k’ and we will continue to
develop our segmenting and blending skills and use these skills to help us read, spell and
write cvc (consonant, vowel, consonant) words and simple captions e.g. cat on a mat.
Maths - We will be learning about the days of the week, reciting the names of the days
and beginning to order them. We will also be using positional language and play ‘hide
and seek’ with toys.
Topic - We will be looking at the story, ‘The Little Red Hen’, and consider how the other animals could have been
more helpful to the hen. We will link this to how sharing jobs in the classroom is helpful for everyone!

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will continue focusing on using capital letters, finger spacing and full stops in our
writing to explain which was our favourite part of our trip to the dinosaur museum.
Maths - We will be focusing on 2D shapes naming and sorting them according to their
properties. We will also investigate which shapes are symmetrical by folding them and drawing
their lines of symmetry.
Topic - We will investigate who was the significant person in history who was a fossil hunter in Lyme Regis. We will
name her and create a fact file about her life. What another exciting week of learning we will have!

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will continue our research on Captain Cook and
write fact files about him. We will be completing reading
comprehensions too.
Maths - We will be using Carrol Diagrams to sort 2D shapes
based on their properties. This week is also an assessment
week.
Topic - Our last week of learning before half term is ‘Pirates’. On Tuesday 19th, the children will need to come to
school dressed up as pirates for a fun filled Pirate Day!
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Messages & Notices
Harvest Festival Service - Monday 11th October 10.00am in St. Mary’s Church on Church Green
We look forward to welcoming you to our Harvest Festival Service on Monday morning. The children are invited to
bring in a donation of produce to school on the morning of the 11th October. This should be a small item that they
are able to carry to the Church. These will then be distributed within the local community. If you know of anybody
or family who would benefit from a Harvest parcel, please let us or the Church know. Thank you.
Art Projects for Schools - Christmas Card Designs! Please return by 13th October
The deadline for your child to design their Christmas cards is fast approaching! Please remember the online shop
closes on 13th October and this is when we would like all designs returned to school by please. You will need the
code from the label on the back of your child’s design to place your online order, so please make a note of it or
photograph it before returning the design to school. We’ve only had 2 returned so far so hopefully the children are
busy planning their designs to be turned into cards, wrapping paper or labels and mugs! Thank you.
Art Club
We are pleased to announce that we will be hosting an Art Club on a Wednesday after school for Years 1 and 2.
Felicity Longo currently runs an Art Club at another Witney school which has proved very popular. This will start at
St. Mary’s after half term from November 3rd and will run from 3.00-4.00pm for 6 weeks. Please see the attached
flyer and contact her directly if your child is interested in attending this club.
Please email her at artclubwitney@outlook.com. Thank you.
SEN Coffee Morning - 26th November
Come and join other parents of SEN children from The Batt School and St Mary's Infants to share experiences and
seek advice and support. The next meeting is on 26th November from 9.15am at The Coffee Shed on The Leys.
Please ask the school office if you have any queries.
Cake Sale
The Friends of St Mary's are organising a Harvest Bake Sale on Friday 15th October 2.45-3.30pm just outside school
on Church Green. If the weather is very wet, it will be held in the school hall. FoSMS kindly ask if every child please
bring in something baked (or shop bought) to school on the morning of Friday 15th October. Funds raised will go to
the class teachers to buy new classroom resources. There will also be a small raffle to win a Halloween balloon
display to take home for one lucky winner!
Healthy Lunchboxes
Please could we ask you to ensure your child’s packed lunch, if they bring one, has healthy options in it as opposed
to lots of sweeter treats? Some children are bringing in desserts which have chocolate sweets in them. A fruit
yoghurt would be preferable and just one other snack rather than a selection of two or three. We understand it can
sometimes be difficult to encourage your children to try new foods, but we would appreciate your help with this.
There is also no need to send in a snack for mid morning break as we provide a choice of fruit or vegetables every
day and encourage the children to try these.
Children’s Toilets
If your child decides they need to use the toilet after you have collected them at the end of the day, please can you
wait until the other children have left before you take them back to a toilet? There has been an incident where a
child still in school and not yet collected went to the toilet, and a parent was in there with their child on their way
out of school. Your help with this is much appreciated.
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Year 1 Trip to Woodstock Museum

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Notices and Diary Dates
*VACANCY*
1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT
Full Time
Required from 1st November, 2021
8.30am – 3.15pm
St. Mary’s is a small, friendly Infant School in the heart of Witney and requires, as soon as possible, an enthusiastic,
flexible, experienced and capable Teaching Assistant to work where needed across the school. Salary is subject to
skills and experience. Please contact the school office on 01993 702387 or email office.3207@st-maryswitney.oxon.sch.uk to arrange a mutually convenient appointment and request an application form. However, early
applications are recommended as we may choose to interview prior to the closing date.
Closing Date for applications: 15th October, 2021
Interviews to take place in the week beginning 18th October, 2021
ODST and St Mary’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post involves the type of work with children and young
people that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check. The possession of a criminal
record will not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post. All applicants are considered confidentially
and according to the nature of the role and information disclosed.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER

HARVEST SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER

YEAR 1 PARENTS’ EVENINGS - PLEASE BOOK
ONLINE VIA PARENTMAIL

YEAR 1

WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER

ART PROJECTS FOR SCHOOLS CHRISTMAS
ITEMS DEADLINE FOR ORDERS AND RETURN

ALL

MONDAY 18TH OCTOBER

YEAR 1 PARENTS’ EVENINGS - PLEASE BOOK
ONLINE VIA PARENTMAIL

YEAR 1

TUESDAY 19TH OCTOBER

YEAR 2 PIRATE DAY!

WEDNESDAY 20TH OCTOBER

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS OPEN MORNING

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER

END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM

ALL

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER

AUTUMN 2 STARTS

ALL

8.40am

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES

ALL WELCOME 10.00am

Y2

IN SCHOOL TIME
9.30-11.30am
2.50pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

