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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 5 – 7th October 2022 

Dear Families, 
 
It was lovely to see so many of you at our 
Harvest Festival yesterday in church. The 
children did a great job and clearly enjoyed 
performing to you. Thank you for all of 
your donations which will be going to a 
local Food Bank, and thank you to River 
Bolger in Year 2 for providing an excellent 
explanation of what a Food Bank is, during 
our service.  
 
Yesterday I also had the pleasure of seeing 
the Reception children perform some   
Harvest songs to parents in the classroom. 
The children were brilliant and it is hard to 
imagine that they have only been in school 
for five weeks!  
 
I feel very thankful that we have an       
amazing staff team at St. Mary's who have 
worked extremely hard to put together our 
Harvest celebrations. 
  
Thank you as well for your donations for 
our Rags to Riches Collection on Thursday 
and for supporting FoSMS after school  
today at 'The Harvest Cake Sale'. 
 
I hope you all have a lovely, autumnal 
weekend. 
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 
Our phonics sessions are progressing well with the children learning new sounds and practising their letter             
formation. They are very keen to watch the Bug Club videos and then name the items and work out where the new 
sound comes within the word; at the beginning, middle or end. In maths, we have been 'subitising' this week (saying 
how many there are without counting), we concentrated on recognising amounts up to three but challenging the 
children by asking 'How do you know it is ...? They also did some mathematical True or False questions, which       
involved some great listening and concentrating skills as they also had to explain their answers and reasoning. This 
week, we introduced the concept of talk partners where a question or subject is discussed with a partner. The        
children found it a bit tricky to listen to each other but they tried really hard and will no doubt improve with practise. 
They were thinking about 'Who helps you?' Consideration was given to both home and school and they then went on 
to draw five faces on 'My Helping 5 Hand', a mixture of parents, teachers, siblings and friends were drawn. We         
listened to a lovely story 'In Every House on Every Street' by Jess Hitchman and looked at what was happening in 
each of the rooms and whether we had the same rooms in our homes, or if we did the same activities. There were 
lots of fantastic comments throughout and this was followed by the children having the opportunity to draw their 
favourite family activity. The children worked so hard to learn the Harvest Festival songs - we hope you enjoyed their 
short performance. I would like to invite your children to bring in a small teddy bear/soft toy on Tuesday 18th        
October and you are also invited to come along to story time at 2.30pm on that day. (I’m afraid we cannot              
accommodate grandparents as well but they are welcome to attend instead of a parent.) 

 

Year One 
We have had a busy week preparing for our Harvest Festival, alongside Year 2. I was so proud of how well all the   
children performed - especially when singing ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’! In English, we have been learning to identify  
rhyming words in preparation for creating our own ‘What’s in the Witch’s Kitchen’ books. We learnt how to create 
flaps in our books; this wasn’t easy and many children showed incredible perseverance! In maths, we have continued 
our learning around comparing numbers and we are now learning to order a group of numbers. As part of our RE 
work we have been thinking about the ways in which God would like Christians to look after the world. In science, we 
have been exploring our environment using our five senses. Next week we will be making sketchbooks in art. If you 
have any interesting paper types at home that could be used, such as old wrapping paper, envelopes, newspaper, 
notebooks, brown paper etc. please do send them in. Thank you very much!  

Year Two 
This week Year 2 have enjoyed learning about significant activists. We discussed what an activist is and they             
passionately started to create their own poster to change the world. We have been researching to find out about 
Emmeline Pankhurst and we already have one enthusiastic expert, as Bea has already been reading all about her and 
other significant women from history. We also put the finishing touches to our stomp rockets and finally got to 
launch them. We didn't quite get as far as Neil Armstrong but we had lots of fun trying!  
 

Thank you for attending the Harvest Festival. The children really enjoyed it and we are so proud of them. 
This week we wrote the story of our class book from the wolf's point of view. The children recalled the main events, 
referring to their storymaps which supported their recounts. The children talked about how the character felt at 
different times and they added these emotional responses to their writing.  In Maths, we have been focusing on 
number bonds to 20 and bonds to 100 and going over past learning.  The children loved doing circuits as one of their 
outdoor activities and games with Mr. Baker. We are looking forward to a hockey match with The Batt School soon 
too. 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... Reception - 

Let’s 
Explore  

Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Rags to Riches Collection 
Thank you very much for donating all your unwanted clothes and accessories.  They will be put to good use across 
the world and helped raise a little money for St. Mary’s. There is another collection planned for February next year 
so please remember to save your old clothes/bags! 
 
Rule Break Day - Sponsoring Event - Friday 4th November 
On Friday 4th November, FoSMS have arranged a Rule Break Day! The children can pay 50p per rule break from the 
following list, up to a maximum of 5: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Friends will be sending home a slip soon which the children can fill in and tick the rules they want to break. They 
will then bring that in to school with them on the 4th November along with their money!  
 
Hedgehog Club Activity Days at Hailey Community Wood from 9.30am -3.30pm - 24th-25th October 2022 
Come and spend a day outdoors playing, building and exploring. We will be building dens, bug hunting, natural craft 
activities, pumpkin carving,using tools and knives and lighting fires.  Hot drinks, squash and campfire snacks available 
all day. Open to 5-11 year olds.  Numbers are limited to 24 places only. Booking is through the website: 
www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk 

Oxfordshire County Cricket  
Oxfordshire Cricket are running indoor cricket half term sessions on Wednesday 26th October. This is open for 5-11 
year olds - (5-7 year olds from 10am - 12pm and 8-11 year olds from 1pm - 3pm.)  The sessions will take place at 
Charlbury Community Centre (OX7 3PQ). This is a great opportunity for your children to get involved in cricket.  The 
cost is £12 per session and the link to sign up can be found here:  
5-7 year olds 8-11 year olds 
Please also see the flyer attached with this Newsletter. 
 
Open Morning - Thursday 3rd November 9.30-10.30am 
We are holding an Open Morning for parents wanting to look around for their children to enter Reception in              
September 2023, between 9.30am and 10.30am on Thursday November 3rd. If you would like to bring along your   
pre-schooler on that morning, or know anyone who is thinking of applying for a place at St. Mary’s Infants next year, 
please do let them know and come along!  
 
In the afternoon on the same day, The Batt School are holding an Open Afternoon between 1.30-2.30pm if you 
would like to have a tour of their Reception class and school. 
Many thanks. 
 

It was fascinating when we looked through the old school’s log book to see an entry on 28th September, 
1945 that reads ‘School closes today until October 15th for the Potato Holiday.’ How times have changed!  

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Wear non-school shoes 
Bring in a small, soft toy 
Have crazy hair or hair accessory 
Wear your own T-shirt 
Wear nail varnish 

http://www.thehedgehogclub.co.uk/
https://www.clubpay.co.uk/forms/view.php?id=751873
https://www.clubpay.co.uk/forms/view.php?id=751420
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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DIARY DATES 

 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Thankfulness. ‘Always be thankful.’ Thessalonians 5.16 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER CHILDHOOD FLU VACCINATIONS -                    

ADMINISTERED BY SCHOOL HEALTH NURSES 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER RECEPTION STORY TIME WITH PARENTS REC 2.30pm 

THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm FINISH 

FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER TO 

FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER 

HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER START OF AUTUMN 2 HALF TERM ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER OPEN MORNING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 9.30am-10.30am 

THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER OPEN AFTERNOON AT THE BATT SCHOOL FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS (ADMISSIONS 2023) 

 1.30pm-2.30pm 

FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER RULE BREAK DAY! ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL TBC 

THURSDAY 10TH NOVEMBER PARENTS’ EVENINGS ALL TBC 

FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE DAY - WAR MEMORIAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION 

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL TBC 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00PM 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

