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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 
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 No. 4 – 1st October 2021 

Dear Families, 
 

The children have been very busy this week 
practising for our Harvest Festival which will 
take place at St Mary's Church on Monday 11th 
October at 10am. We are looking forward to 
welcoming you into the church and to finally 
being back together as a school community. 
Our value for this term is 'Generosity' which fits 
well with the theme of Harvest as it gives us an 
opportunity to be generous with our food. We 
kindly ask that on the day of our Harvest         
Festival your child brings into school a           
non-perishable food item for example, tinned 
vegetables, packets of pasta or rice, teabags, 
tinned soup as a donation to our Harvest      
collection. The children will carry these items to 
the church and place them on a table before 
our service begins. Please do not send items in 
glass jars or bottles.  
 

I had the pleasure of accompanying the Y1   
children on a trip to Woodstock Museum as 
part of their topic, 'Dino Planet', this week.  I 
was very impressed with how much the        
children already knew about dinosaurs but 
there was also lots of opportunities for them to 
grow their brains even more! We learnt that 
the dinosaur footprints in the dinosaur garden 
were found at Ardley quarry in 1997, then 
moved to the museum to protect them and 
that the dinosaur was a Megalosaurus.  
 

We have been talking with the children in      
assembly about how the weather has become 
more autumnal this week and yesterday I 
spotted some Reception children working hard 
to sweep up the leaves! Please could you             
ensure that your child brings a coat to school 
and wears suitable footwear so that they can 
still enjoy playing outside in the wind, rain or 
sunshine.  
 

I hope that you have a lovely weekend and         
enjoy the autumnal weather. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We drew around Seth to create an 
outline of a friend. We then thought 
about words and phrases to            
describe the characteristics of a 
kind friend. 

Year One                         
We have had a super week and were 
so lucky to have a palaeontologist 
come in and work with us. We send a 
huge thank you to Dr Murdock who 
brought in dinosaur fossils for the 
children to investigate, and answer 
our children's fantastic questions. 
Thank you as well to Sim in Y2 for 
assisting his Dad and helping Y1 learn 
some new facts. We are so lucky to 
have such wonderful opportunities 
from our own St. Mary's families. 

Year Two                         
In English this week we 
have been working hard 
on writing noun phrases to 
describe the storm in our 
book, ‘The Storm Whale’ 
by Benji Davies. Today we 
worked in groups to write 
an acrostic poem. 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.                                       

Mark 12.31 “Loving Others as we love ourselves” 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - In phonics we will be learning the sounds ‘n’ ‘m’ and ‘d’ and we will learn how 
to write these letters in cursive format. We will also be developing our sounding out and 
blending skills. 
 

Maths - We will be learning all about repeating patterns. The children will copy,         
continue, describe and create patterns using colours, shapes, objects and actions.  
 

Topic - As we keep developing our own friendships, we will be listening to various      
stories that have a friendship theme and compare these stories to our own experiences.                                              
We will also start to consider the changes that occur in autumn and see what we can observe in our garden. 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be sending letters to Archie recounting our school trip to the dinosaur           
museum. We will continue to focus on using capital letters, finger spacing and full stops in our 
writing.     
 

Maths - We will be concentrating on doubling and writing number sentences, e.g. 2+ 2 =4.   
 

Topic - We will investigate what food dinosaurs eat and how we can identify whether they are 
carnivores, omnivores or herbivores and sort them accordingly. What another exciting week of 
learning we will have!   

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will be reading facts about whales and developing our reading comprehension skills. 
We will be learning a poem for our Harvest Festival. I have sent home a copy in book bags so please can you help 
your child learn the poem, off by heart. 
 

Maths - On Monday and Tuesday with Mrs. Wilson, we will be 
continuing our work on right angles. We will also continue 
using known number facts to help us with our subtraction, for 
the rest of the week with Miss Atkinson.  
 

Topic - We will finish our story writing based on a boat 
painting. In PE we will be practising a one-legged balance and a squat balance. In RE we will revisit the story of 'The 
Good Samaritan' before looking at other situations where it might be hard to show kindness to others. 
 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two  
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Messages & Notices 

 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Group 
Thank you to those parents who have already expressed an interest in forming a group to look at Equality, Diversity 
and Inclusion (EDI) within our school.  We are still interested to hear from anyone else so please do get in touch.  We 
envisage meeting about 3 times a year, once every long term, for a couple of hours. Please contact the school office 
if you would like to be part of this.  Thank you. 
 

*PE Day Change* - Week Commencing 4th October 
We have had to change the day your child does PE.  Starting from next week it will be as follows: 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Colourbox Photography - Friday 8th October 
Next Friday the children will be having their individual photos taken in school by Colourbox Photography.  If your 
child has a sibling in school they will have their photos taken together as well as separately.  If your child has a sibling 
at a Nursery or other School and you would like them to have a photo together, you can arrive a bit earlier from 
8.30am to have these taken in the school hall.     
 

The Rock Project Music Club - Mondays 3.00-4.00pm - Years 1 and 2 
The Rock Project Oxford still have places available at their Music Club for our Year 1 and Year 2 children on Mondays 
from 3-4.00pm held in school.  If you would like to sign up please email Aaron Iley at Oxford@therockproject.com as 
you need to let him know you would like your child to attend and he’ll tell you how to sign them up. Thank you. 
 

Art Projects for Schools - Christmas Card Designs! Return by 13th October 
At the risk of mentioning Christmas already, we are sending home an A4 plain sheet of paper with a label on the back 
for your child to create their design for Christmas cards, labels etc.  There is also a leaflet enclosed with the paper 
with instructions of what is recommended to use or not use in the design.  Please return this to school with the label 
completed with your child’s name on it written in BLOCK CAPITALS! The online order system will close on the 13th 
October and this is when we would like all designs returned to school by please. You will need the code from the 
label on the back of your child’s design to place your online order so please make a note of it or photograph it before 
returning the design to school.  Once it has been sent off to the printers, we will not be able to identify it. We will 
then send them off to be scanned and transformed into cards and other items to fulfil your orders.  If you have any 
questions, please email the school office.  Thank you. 
 

Message from Excel Tennis Academy 
The Excel Tennis Academy run our Tennis Club sessions for Years 1 and 2.  However, they welcome children from 4 
upwards at their clubs outside of school.  Ed Large, Head Coach and Founder, writes: 
 

“The Excel Tennis Academy would love to welcome you in to our coaching program.  
Your first session with us is FREE so you can come along and try out the sessions before signing up to the terms         
lessons. We have lessons for children aged 4 - 16 taught by our experienced, qualified and enhanced DBS checked 
coaches. For more information on all our sessions available please visit our website using this link: 
 

https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/witneyjuniorcoachingsessions  
If you have any questions please contact us at info@exceltennis.co.uk. We look forward to seeing you on court 
soon.” 

Reception: Thursday  
Year 1: Wednesday 
Year 2: Friday 

https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/witneyjuniorcoachingsessions
mailto:info@exceltennis.co.uk
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Year 1 Visit from Dr. Murdock 
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Notices and Diary Dates 
 

*VACANCY* 

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT 
Full Time 

Required from 1st November, 2021 

8.30am – 3.15pm 
 

St. Mary’s is a small, friendly Infant School in the heart of Witney and requires, as soon as possible, an enthusiastic, 
flexible, experienced and capable Teaching Assistant to work where needed across the school. Salary is subject to 
skills and experience. Please contact the school office on 01993 702387 or email office.3207@st-marys-
witney.oxon.sch.uk to arrange a mutually convenient appointment and request an application form.  However, early 
applications are recommended as we may choose to interview prior to the closing date. 

Closing Date for applications: 15th October, 2021 

Interviews to take place in the week beginning 18th October, 2021 

 

ODST and St Mary’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and  
expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  This post involves the type of work with children and young 

people that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check.  The possession of a criminal  
record will not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post.  All applicants are considered confidentially 

and according to the nature of the role and information disclosed. 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL 

PHOTOS AND SIBLINGS (from 8.30am) 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER HARVEST SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 10.00am 

WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER ART PROJECTS FOR SCHOOLS CHRISTMAS  

ITEMS DEADLINE FOR ORDERS AND RETURN 

ALL  

TUESDAY 19TH OCTOBER YEAR 2 PIRATE DAY! Y2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.50pm 

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER AUTUMN 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

mailto:office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

