
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 4 – 30th September 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

This week has definitely felt more like autumn 
in school with the weather becoming cooler, 
along with practising for Harvest Festival every 
day and autumn/Harvest themed activities         
happening in classrooms. I was impressed with 
all of the fruits and vegetables mentioned in 
Collective Worship this week which the children 
told me had grown in their gardens! Our       
Harvest Festival will take place at St. Mary's 
Church on Thursday 6th October at 10am and 
all Key Stage One parents are welcome to join 
us. If possible, please could Year 1 and Year 2 
pupils bring in an item of food (non perishable) 
into school on the morning of the Harvest       
Festival to take to the Church with them? The 
Reception staff and children would also like to 
invite parents into school at 2.30pm for a     
Harvest Celebration on the same day; food   
donations are not needed for this event.  
 

This week we welcomed Rebecca Owen to our 
staff team. She will be in Breakfast Club each 
morning and in the Reception class every       
afternoon. Rebecca is already a familiar face in 
school as she is a Catering Assistant for The 
School Lunch Company who provide our school 
meals every day. 
 

It has also been lovely to welcome back David 
Bettle and Jane Allan who are reading           
volunteers from the charity ARCh (Assisted 
Reading for children in Oxfordshire). They have 
been using our Library area to read with a     
variety of pupils from Years 1 and 2.  
 

Mrs. Dunstan and Mrs. Harding-Jones from The 
Batt School also visited the school this week to 
look at Phonics in Key Stage One and to discuss 
how we can work together to align the teaching 
and learning of phonics across both schools.  I 
am feeling very 'thankful' that our school can 
now welcome everyone back together within 
our setting.  
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 
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Reception 
This week we started our Phonics sessions and the children have enjoyed watching the Bug Club videos, spotting the 
new sounds and letters within words and making very good attempts at the corresponding letter formation. We have 
been able to observe some 'Sidney Sponges' and 'Indy Tigers' in the classroom as children have independently had a 
go at letter formation too - not only with pen and paper, as we had an 's' made with the colour blocks outside. In 
maths, we have started to look at numbers in more depth and thought about the number 2, spotting two of things in 
the classroom, counting out two objects and considering how we can show two. During our RHE lesson we              
discussed who is special to us within our family and gave some thought to whether these special people live in the 
same home as us or not.  In preparation for next week, we have started to practise some Harvest and Autumn 
themed songs which we hope you will enjoy listening to. 

 

Year One 
We have been using our sketchbooks for the very first time this week. We thought about the question 'What is art?' 
and explored contrasting work from different artists such as Damien Hirst, Barbara Hepworth, Banksy and Andy 
Goldsworthy. We shared our opinions about what we considered to be art and why, and listened respectfully to the 
opinions of others. We continued our work on spirals and sketched whilst looking carefully and slowly at an               
incredible video clip of spirals in nature. We then used different materials (including pencils, pens and watercolours) 
to make close observational drawings of shells. I was so impressed with the children's skills and concentration. As 
part of our English work we have been writing our own versions of ‘The Paper Bag Princess’ by Robert Munsch. We 
thought about what we loved about the story and what we could change; the dragon in some cases became a dragon 
that breathed out flowers, spider webs or marshmallows! This is the beginning of our work on ‘magpieing’ great        
ideas to use and adapt in our own way. We had our first author's chair session this week where children were excited 
to read their own writing to the class and see their classmates' reactions. Freddie even brought in his own fantastic 
story from home! In RHE, we learnt to recognise and describe feelings through some fabulous drama work. In maths, 
we have been learning to use the words ‘fewer’ and ‘more’ when referring to different numbers and amounts. We 
also learnt how to use a tally chart whilst recording our house points in class.  

Year Two 
The children have talked about the parts of ‘The Sweetest Song’ story by Hugh Lupton that they have enjoyed. They 
have re-read parts of the original tale and referred to their original predictions. Using speech bubbles and illustrations 
of the  characters, the children have written their thoughts on each person.  In Maths we have been revising what we 
have learnt about place value over the term and we are now moving onto addition and subtraction as our next focus. 
Please have a go on the White Rose minute maths app, if you so wish, to have a look at the place value activities. 
In art the children have had fun making props for our harvest poem and singing the autumn songs we are learning. In 
RE we have focused on being kind and the good Samaritan story. We also looked at the differences between the lives 
of Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus in topic work.  We look forward to seeing you all at our Harvest Festival 
next week. 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... Reception - 

Let’s 
Explore  

Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

*Vacancy - Lunchtime Supervisor* 
 

We have a vacancy for a Lunchtime Supervisor for Mondays to Fridays term time only, working from 12.00pm -
1.00pm, to start as soon as possible.  It involves helping the children with lunches in the school hall and then             

supervising them at playtime outside. If you are interested, or know anyone who may be interested, please email 
office@stmarysinfants.co.uk. Thank you. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/1-minute-maths
mailto:office@stmarysinfants.co.uk
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Friends of St. Mary’s School - Cake Sale - Friday 7th October  
On Friday 7th October, the Friends of St. Mary’s (FoSMS) are going to hold a cake sale on Church Green after school 
at 3.00pm.  They would be very grateful to receive donations of cakes or biscuits on the morning of the 7th October 
and would love to see you there, after school. (Please remember no nut ingredients in any baking!)  Thank you for 
your support and we look forward to seeing you. Please see the poster attached to this ParentMail. 
 
Rags to Riches - Thursday 6th October 9.00am 
We have signed up to the Rags2Riches4Schools recycling scheme, to raise money and help others around the world 
benefit from our good quality, unwanted clothes and shoes. We get 40p for every kilo we collect of reusable items 
towards school projects and would be really grateful if you could help us with this by filling large bags with your 
unwanted good quality clothes and accessories such as jackets, jumpers, hoodies, trousers, skirts, scarves, gloves, 
belts, handbags, paired shoes and boots. However, the following cannot be donated: worn out shoes or clothes, 
clothes that are wet or have holes in, curtains, pillows or duvets, bric-a-brac or books, work uniform, school uniform 
or school sports kit. Donated clothes and accessories are sent to Europe, Africa and even further away to be sold at 
market stalls as affordable items for those in real need of clothing. You can read more about how these clothes are 
recycled here. You can use any bag you have at home (including black bin liners), as long as they are strong enough 
to hold everything. Please do not bring anything into school until the 6th October, in the morning! Thank you. 
 
Message from Excel Tennis Academy 
Excel Tennis Academy are proud to be running a holiday tennis course during the October Half Term (Monday 
24th October to Friday 28th October) in Witney. 
  
We have sessions for children aged: 4 - 16. All children are split into groups based on age and ability so that they all 
get a great experience and have fun whilst learning.  Places are limited on our courses so please book early to avoid 
missing out.  You can book morning or afternoon courses, full day courses or individual days.  For more information 
or to book your place please visit our website using this link: 
https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/october-half-term-booking 
 

As your school is part of the ‘Excel Tennis Academy Schools Partnership’ we would also like offer you a 10% discount 
on your booking. Please use discount code ’SCHOOL’ on your booking form.  We also run weekly term-time coaching 
for children of all ages. If you are interested in your child joining us for weekly tennis lessons, please contact us 
at info@exceltennis.co.uk 
 
YouMove 
YouMove is a county wide initiative that is fairly new to West Oxfordshire which identifies and helps families who 
are struggling to overcome the financial barriers to access physical activities. Families are identified by being in     
receipt of free school meals or acknowledged professionally by being in a position that displays they are struggling 
financially. These families can qualify for the scheme to receive a membership card that can allow to access either 
discounted or free activities across the district. Please see this link for further information and there is a Newsletter 
from them attached to this ParentMail: https://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/you-move 
 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/3NCQT8fPDn9KfbLGmqqGZvF/the-secret-life-of-your-clothes
https://www.exceltennisacademy.co.uk/october-half-term-booking
mailto:info@exceltennis.co.uk
https://www.getoxfordshireactive.org/you-move
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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DIARY DATES 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Thankfulness. ‘Always be thankful.’ Thessalonians 5.16 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER RAGS TO RICHES CLOTHES COLLECTION IN 

SCHOOL 

ALL 9.00am  

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH - ALL 

Y1 & Y2 PARENTS WELCOME 

YRS 1 & 2 10.00am 

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER HARVEST CELEBRATION IN CLASSROOM RECEPTION 2.30pm 

FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER CAKE SALE ON CHURCH GREEN ALL WELCOME 2.55pm 

FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL AND 

SIBLINGS PHOTOGRAPHS 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER CHILDHOOD FLU VACCINATIONS -                    

ADMINISTERED BY SCHOOL HEALTH NURSES 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm FINISH 

FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER TO 

FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER 

HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER START OF AUTUMN 2 HALF TERM ALL 8.40am 

FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE DAY - WAR MEMORIAL YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION 

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL TBC 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00PM 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

