“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 3 – 24th September 2021
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

It is with great sadness that I write to
inform you that Lynn Brannan will be
leaving us at half term for an exciting move
to Holland. Mrs. Brannan has been at St.
Mary’s since September 2018. Many
children have passed through her kind and
caring hands over the years and she has
supported and helped many families too.
We have placed an advert for a new
teacher from Christmas and in the
meantime, Miss Sarah Hill, a former St.
Mary’s parent and experienced teacher,
will run the class until then. Please be
assured that the children will meet her
over the next few weeks and she will work
alongside Mrs. Brannan to ensure a
smooth transition. We will also be
saying goodbye to Mrs. Mather at half
term who has worked across the school
supporting the children and assisting the
teachers. She always has a smile and will
be missed enormously.
I am looking for a group of parent
volunteers to help me examine the
Statutory Relationship Curriculum that we
need in place at school. I would like the
views of parents around what we should
and shouldn't be teaching. If you would
like to be involved, please drop me a line.
Please have a wonderful weekend.
With warm regards,
Charlie Barwell
Executive Headteacher
My child quotes of the week "Ms. Barwell, who are those boys in the
picture?" "They are my children." "So
are they older than you?"
"My dad has red juice when he's working but
I think he might have too much of it!"
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Reception
We have been developing
our listening skills this
week through various
activities. For one activity
we worked with a
partner, and when we
held the rabbit we had to
concentrate and listen to
what our partner was
saying as we then had to
tell an adult what our
partner had said.

Year One
Wow what an amazing week
we have had in Year 1! We
received a parcel from 'Archie
the Archaeologist', containing
a letter asking us to help him
name and label dinosaurs and
their features. He sent some
dinosaur bunting for us to cut
out and real dinosaur fossil
footprints too!

Year Two
In RE we acted out the story
of ‘The Good Samaritan’.
The Good Samaritan was
kind to the injured man,
even though he was not a
known friend.

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.
Mark 12.31 “Loving Others as we love ourselves”
office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year One -

Year Two

Dino
Planet

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - In phonics we will be learning the sounds ‘t’ and ‘p’ and we will learn how to
write these letters in cursive format. We will also have the opportunity to practise
writing our names.
Maths - We will be focusing on counting next week; counting items into a set, counting
items taken from a larger set and matching spoken and written numerals.
Topic - We will continue to learn about friendships and consider the characteristics of a kind friend. This will also link
into our RE for next week when thinking about special people at school. Have you made a new friend and what do
you like playing together?

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will write back to Archie and focus on presentation including finger spaces,
capital letters and full stops.
Maths - In maths we will be finding doubles up to 10 and learning to count on and count back
in ones.
Topic - We will begin to create our own fact file on Mary Anning, the famous English
palaeontologist, and we may even get to dig up some of our own dinosaur fossils!

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will be reading about the event of the storm in our book,' The Storm Whale' by Benji Davies.
We will listen to some classical music and create artwork to
inspire us to write descriptively about the storm.
Maths - In Maths we will be doubling numbers to double 15,
using patterns in number bonds, using number bonds to solve
more difficult additions, to subtract and to solve additions
bridging 10.
Topic - we will be writing up our stories based on the paintings of boats which we looked at in an art lesson.
We will be working with a partner to create a boat that floats and if possible, has a moving part!
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Messages & Notices
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Group
We are looking to get together a group of parents to look at Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) within our school.
We would love to hear from anyone interested in being a part of this group especially those with a particular interest
in, or are representative of, equality, diversity and/or inclusion. Please contact the school office and let us know if
you would be willing to be a part of this. Many thanks.

Message from The Governors
Dear Families,
Firstly, I would like to add my welcome to Ms Barwell as our Executive Headteacher, and to Miss Atkinson as our new
Assistant Headteacher. A very warm welcome to our children in Reception and to all our new families. We look
forward to drawing you all into the life of our wonderful school.
I am very pleased to report that Mr Richard Watts has been nominated as Parent Governor. As the only candidate,
Rich is duly appointed to the role. Some of you will know him as he is the father of two children at St Mary’s, one in
Year 2 and one in Reception. On behalf of all governors, I’d like to welcome Rich and to promise him an interesting
time!
We have our first full governors’ meeting next Wednesday and we look forward to reviewing the start of term with
Ms Barwell. Governors are keen to develop closer links to governors at The Batt School and I am working closely with
Mrs Trigg, The Batt School Chair, to ensure that both schools benefit from the new alliance between our schools. If
you have any thoughts on this (or other school governance matters) please contact me by email:
governors@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk.
With best wishes,
John Summers,
Chair of Governors
Coffee and Cake - Friday 1st October 2.00pm
The Friends of St Mary's School (FoSMS) would like to invite all
parents to a Coffee & Cake afternoon in the school Hall on Friday 1st
October at 2pm. This is a great opportunity for our new Reception
parents and other new families to find out what they do to help
support our lovely school. If you would like to just have a chat, enjoy a
coffee or tea with a piece of cake or discuss any fundraising ideas,
please come along. They will be discussing running a Bake Sale as
well as the Christmas Fayre. They look forward to seeing you all
there. If you have any questions beforehand, please contact Jana, the
Chair of FoSMS (Mum to Neve in Year 1)
The Rock Project Music Club - Mondays from 20th Sept 3.00-4.00pm - Years 1 and 2
The Rock Project Oxford still have places available at their Music Club for our Year 1 and Year 2
children on Mondays from 3-4.00pm held in school. If you would like to sign up please email
Aaron Iley at Oxford@therockproject.com as you need to let him know you would like your child
to attend and he’ll tell you how to sign them up. Thank you.

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Message from the Governors
*VACANCY*
1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT
Full Time
Required from 1st November, 2021
8.30am – 3.15pm
St. Mary’s is a small, friendly Infant School in the heart of Witney and requires, as soon as possible, an enthusiastic,
flexible, experienced and capable Teaching Assistant to work where needed across the school. Salary is subject to
skills and experience. Please contact the school office on 01993 702387 or email office.3207@st-maryswitney.oxon.sch.uk to arrange a mutually convenient appointment and request an application form. However, early
applications are recommended as we may choose to interview prior to the closing date.
Closing Date for applications: 15th October, 2021
Interviews to take place in the week beginning 18th October, 2021
ODST and St Mary’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and
expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. This post involves the type of work with children and young
people that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check. The possession of a criminal
record will not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post. All applicants are considered confidentially
and according to the nature of the role and information disclosed.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER

YEAR 1 TRIP TO OXFORDSHIRE MUSEUM IN
WOODSTOCK

YEAR 1

9.15am-2.30pm

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL
PHOTOS AND SIBLINGS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 11TH OCTOBER

HARVEST SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER

END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM

ALL

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER

AUTUMN 2 STARTS

ALL

8.40am

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES

ALL WELCOME 10.00am
2.50pm

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

