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Newsletter  

 No. 3 – 20th September 2019 

Dear Families,  
 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for the support you give the 
school in developing your child’s learning.  
In order to extend our partnership, I would 
like to invite you to join me on Tuesday 24 
September at 9.00am for a Handwriting 
Workshop.  The workshop will guide you 
through our cursive handwriting scheme 
and give you some ideas on how you can 
support your child at home.  We do hope 
you will be able to join us but if not, we will 
ensure information is on our website. 
 

I recognise how fortunate we are as a 
school to have so much parental support. 
From accompanying children on visits 
(thank you to those who were able to walk 
the children over to our Church this week), 
to hearing readers to raising funds through 
the wonderful Friends of St. Mary’s, our 
children benefit from your generosity.  If 
you would like to become a volunteer, 
please see Mrs Costley in the office for   
further information. 
 

Yesterday morning I met with Rev’d. Toby 
Wright, the Team Rector and Area Dean, 
from St Mary’s Church.  Rev’d. Wright and I 
meet regularly throughout the school year 
and he leads the ministry team who takes    
collective worship on a Wednesday.  Next 
week, Rev’d. Wright will be introducing   
himself to our families in our newsletter. 
 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend. 
 

With best wishes, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We have made lots 
of repeating patterns 
this week with   
different resources; 
cubes, dinosaurs, 
linking camels and 
ourselves. This 
pattern was ‘stand, 
sit, stand, sit, stand, 
sit’ etc. 

Year One                         
What a super week we 
have had in Year One. 
The children have 
been very busy     
planning and           
designing their own 
dinosaur habitats. We 
cannot wait to start 
building them next 
week! 
  

Year Two                        
We used coins 
to help us learn 
the multiples of 
ten that make 
100. We had to 
be Betty Builders 
to help us count 
in 20ps!  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.                     

‘God loves a cheerful giver.’ 2 Corinthians 9.7 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will write our names, labels and captions for a display linked to our show 
and tell activity.  
 

Maths - We will be focusing on counting again. Counting items into a set, counting items 
taken from a larger set and matching spoken and written numerals.  
 

Topic - On Wednesday we will be having our special show and tell session where we 
discuss why the small items we have brought in are special to us. 

 

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will continue to learn what a noun is; a thing, place or person and focus on 
describing a noun using an adjective to label parts of a dinosaur.   
 

Maths - We will be learning to add and subtract single digit numbers and to put the big 
number in our head and use our fingers to help us count on or back. We will also start to 
write our own number sentences: 24+2=25 and 34-1=33.  
 

Topic - We will begin constructing our dinosaur habitat from the Cretaceous Period and 
research which dinosaurs were carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will use our story maps and role play experience to retell the story of 'The 
Sweetest Song'. Please remember that Monday is our first spelling test so children will 
need to bring the spelling folders in. Thank you. 
 

Maths - We will double numbers to double 15, and use patterns in number bonds to help 
us solve more difficult additions and subtractions.  
 

Topic - Thank you to Mr. Morecambe who provided us with a clip of St. Mary's children 
singing at the Witney Feast when he was a pupil here! The children are loving our topic 
and our Curiosity Table is looking very busy! We will look at houses and the materials 
used to make them, next week. 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  
Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two - Street 

Detectives          

Harvest Festival  
 

Our Harvest Festival Service will be held in St. Mary’s Church on Thursday 3rd October at 9.30am.       
Everyone is welcome to come along. The children are invited to bring in a donation of produce on the 
morning of the 3rd  October. This should be a small item that they are able to carry to the church.  Thank you. 
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Messages & Notices 
 

Forest School 
Don’t’ forget to check the Forest School notice board for photos of the weekly sessions.  It is located just outside the 
Year Two classroom. 
 

GDA - Wear It Loud day - Tuesday 15th October 
Esme’s Mummy in Year One works for a charity called Gloucestershire Deaf Association which provides practical and 
emotional support to deaf, hard of hearing and deafened children, young people and adults across the Cotswolds 
and Gloucestershire. Do have a look at their website http://www.gda.org.uk/events/wear-it-loud .  We are inviting 
the children to come in on the 15th October wearing their ‘loudest’ clothes (bright colours/patterns) in exchange for 
a donation to the charity’s fundraising efforts.  

 

Coffee Morning- Tuesday 1st October 9.00am 
Please come along and join us on Tuesday 1st October at 9.00am for our morning Assembly followed by coffee and 
biscuits.  Members of staff and governors will be available to chat to. 
 

After School Collection Arrangements 
Our after-school collection arrangements are an easy way for you to let us know of any changes to the collection  
arrangements for your child.   
 

If your child is going to be collected by someone different, just pop into the office and record it on your child’s class 
‘After School Collection’ sheet.  To make it even easier, each class has a different coloured sheet to record the          
arrangement on: 

Reception—Pink paper 
Year One - Yellow paper 
Year Two - Blue paper 

 

Regular pick up arrangements, for example, with Farmhouse or a child minder will automatically be added to the 
sheet each week, so you only need to write down if something different is happening. 
 

Don’t forget if something transpires during the day and you need to change the collection arrangements at short 
notice, just call the office and we’ll record it on the sheet for you.  
 

School Funding 
In light of recent events, we have received the following communication from Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust, the 
Academy Trust to which we belong: 
 

“Over recent weeks you may have seen stories in the press about the Government’s plans to increase funding to schools over the 
next three years. Whilst these plans are a welcome step in the right direction and go some way towards “closing the gap” in 
terms of funding in our school, the details of this funding have yet to be released. As such, we do not yet have clarity as to  
whether this will, if fact, represent a real term increase. It is entirely possible that the increases as announced might still be       
significantly short of what is required to make up for the 8% real terms cut in school funding over the last ten years. 
 

Recently the Government has also announced plans to increase the starting salary for new teachers by 2022. Again, whilst wel-
come in terms of making the important job of teaching more attractive to prospective entrants to the profession, this comes on 
top of significant employer pension increases brought in last year.  This means that whilst school funding may increase – so will 
the costs that schools face. 
 

We will continue to make our school a place where children and young people develop and thrive intellectually, socially, culturally 
and spiritually. 
 

As parents/ carers we wanted to make you aware that there are still difficult choices facing all schools in terms of funding, and to 
put the press stories in context. Your continued help and support for the school, in any way you can, would be greatly appreciated 
– as it always has been in the past.” 

http://www.gda.org.uk/events/wear-it-loud
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 24TH SEPTEMEBR HANDWRITING WORKSHOP FOR            

PARENTS 

ALL 9.00am in HALL 

THURSDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING  7.00pm 

TUESDAY 1ST OCTOBER COFFEE MORNING - PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

OUR MORNING ASSEMBLY FOLLOWED BY 

COFFEE AND BISCUITS 

ALL WELCOME 9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY  3RD OCTOBER HARVEST SERVICE IN CHURCH ALL WELCOME 9.30am 

FRIDAY 4TH OCTOBER INSET DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

MONDAY 7TH OCTOBER Y2s VISIT TO WITNEY MUSEUM YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 8TH OCTOBER PARENT MEETINGS ALL YEARS 4.00-6.30pm 

THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER PARENT MEETINGS ALL YEARS 3.20-5.50pm 

THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER RAGS2RICHES BAGS COLLECTION ALL  9.00am 

FRIDAY 11TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIMR 

THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER STAY AND PLAY OPEN MORNING -

PROSPECTIVE NEW PARENTS 

 9.30-11.00am 

FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER YEAR 1 TRIP TO WOODSTOCK MUSEUM YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER TEDDY BEAR’S PICNIC WITH PARENTS AND RECEPTION 2.00pm 

FRIDAY 25TH OCTOBER END OF HALF TERM ALL YEARS 2.55pm 

MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER AUTUMN TERM RESTARTS ALL YEARS 8.40am 

MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER REMEMBRANCE SERVICE ALL YEARS  IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 20TH NOVEMBER STAY AND PLAY OPEN MORNING -

PROSPECTIVE NEW PARENTS 

 9.30-11.00am 

THURSDAY 28TH NOVEMBER COFFEE MORNING - PLEASE JOIN US FOR 

OUR MORNING SINGING AND HYMN 

PRACTICE FOLLOWED BY COFFEE AND   

BISCUITS. SENCO AVAILABLE TO CHAT TO. 

ALL WELCOME 9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 9.30am and 

6.15pm 

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL YEARS 9.30am 

WEDNESDAY 18TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME IN SCHOOL - ALADDIN ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH DECEMBER LAST DAY OF TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL YEARS 1.15pm FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

