“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
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Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

We were all hoping that we would get
to the end of this school year without
having to close any of our class ’Bubbles’.
However, we had to close our Year Two
‘Bubble’ this week as we had a confirmed
case of Coronavirus. We are so pleased
that the children will be able to return on
Monday to enjoy their last few days at
St Mary’s, as their isolation period will be
over.
Sadly, we do have to say a couple of
goodbyes this term. Mrs. Patchett, our
wonderful SENCo, is leaving us as she has
taken on additional responsibility in her
other school. She will be greatly missed,
and we are sure you will join us in thanking
her and wishing her well for the future. We
also say thank you and goodbye to
Mrs. Alderson, who has had many early
starts getting up to help run our
Breakfast Club.
As interim Headteachers, we
have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know
you all and wish you all a safe and happy
summer break.

With warm regards,
Sara Holland/Donna Roberts
Acting Headteachers

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Reception
We had a super time during
our messy afternoon. We
made hand and footprints,
squished baked beans, made
patterns in the shaving foam,
covered Mrs Wills' arm in
cornflour as well splashing
around in lots of water.

Year One
Year 1, what a
tremendous year we
have had together,
'loving to learn and
learning to love'. You
have become a fabulous
team and, of course, are
all totally amazing. Mrs.
Morris, Mrs. Mather
and I, have thoroughly
enjoyed teaching you
and being part of your
learning journey. We
love you lots and lots!

Year Two
This week we have been
learning about towers,
tunnels, castles and bridges
using a variety of resources to
help us. In DT we made
towers and Joseph sent me a
lovely photo of himself with
his tower which measured
169cm high!
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Messages & Notices
Bake Sale - Monday 19th July
As our Year 2s couldn’t be in school with us this week, the Friends of St. Mary’s are now holding the Bake Sale on
Monday 19th July from 2.45pm until 4.00pm, on Church Green. An updated flyer is attached for your information.
Year 2 Leavers’ Service - Tuesday 20th July at 9.30am
There will be a Year 2 Leavers’ Service at St. Mary’s Church on the last day of term; this will be for Year 2 and their
families only. Two members only from each family may socially distance within the Church and please can you wear
a mask. Although restrictions will have been lifted, we would ask you to respect this request, especially as we are
using the Church building. Thank you. Please join the Year 2 children and staff on Church Green afterwards. There
will be an Order of Service for you on the day. Children can wear their hoodies and summer uniform.
Change of Lunch - Tuesday 20th July
Next Tuesday 20th July, the children will be having a slightly earlier lunch as they will be leaving school earlier (see
times below). The menu will also be different on that day. Instead the children will be served burgers in a roll with
chips or pasta and salad, with a fruity flapjack for dessert. Please bear this in mind when discussing the menu with
your child and see if they would like a school lunch or a packed lunch that day. Thank you.
End of Term - Tuesday 20th July
Please remember that Tuesday 20th July is the last day of this academic term and year. We normally finish at
1.15pm for a longer holiday. In keeping with our staggered start and finish times, the children will leave school as
follows after lunch on that day:
Year 1 - 1.05pm
Year 2 - 1.10pm
Reception - 1.15pm
Year 2 - Next Week
The children should come to school on Monday in their PE kit, as we all have Sports Day in the morning, but Forest
School children need to bring their things too. It is going to be hot, so caps and suncream on please (Forest School
children still need a cool, long sleeved T-shirt).
There is no after school club with Craig, but half the class will be doing Tennis with Excel Tennis in the afternoon,
whilst the others are at Forest School. Thank you.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 19TH JULY

SPORTS SUMMER HOUSE CHALLENGE

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 19TH JULY

FOSMS BAKE SALE ON CHURCH GREEN

ALL

2.45pm-4.00pm

TUESDAY 20TH JULY

LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

Y2

9.30am-10.30am

FRIDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER

AUTUMN TERM 2021-2022 STARTS

Y1 & Y2

8.40am-8.55am

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Message from the Governors...
Dear Families,
As we come to the end of the academic year, Governors would like to extend our thanks to you, our parents, carers
and wider community, for all you have done to support our children. Thank you for helping them to adapt, learn and
have fun despite the challenges of this year.
I'm sure you'll all join me in thanking the teachers, teaching assistants and staff at St. Mary's for their dedication and
kindness during the past year. Governors feel that the staff have truly demonstrated our school vision: providing an
environment in which your children feel safe, secure and loved, so they can flourish. All the staff at St. Mary's have
gone 'above and beyond' this year, we are extremely grateful.
We would also like to say goodbye and thank you to our two Interim Heads, Mrs. Donna Roberts and Mrs. Sara
Holland who have led the school with calmness and strength during the last term. Together with Mrs. Claire Doland,
they've provided a steady hand through stormy waters, and we are extremely grateful for their commitment to the
school.
Next year will see some changes to our Governing Board: I will be stepping down as Chair of Governors but staying
on as a Governor. It's been a privilege to work with St. Mary's staff and Governors, and a very busy few years! I shall
hand over to Mr. John Summers, who many of you will have met already. John is a very experienced Governor,
responsible for the funding and completion of our current Reception building, our new playground, and many, many
other aspects of school life, so we're very lucky he has agreed to be Chair!
We are looking forward to welcoming our new leadership team - Executive Headteacher, Ms. Barwell, and Assistant
Head Teacher, Miss Atkinson - in the new academic year. We're sure they will continue to lead the school from
strength to strength, inspiring children to 'learn to love and love to learn'.
In the meantime, Governors hope that you all enjoy a happy, healthy and relaxing summer holiday.
Kind regards,
Kate Pengelly
Co-Chair of Governors

September 2021 Autumn Term
The Year 1 and Year 2 children (current Reception and Year 1) will return to school on Friday 3rd September. The
1st and 2nd September are INSET days. The front door will be opened at 8.40am and children should arrive at
any time before 8.55am when registration will take place. Please come in the front door and drop your child in
the top playground. You should then leave them to make their way to their new classrooms, and we would ask
you to leave by the other side, front door. We will show you on the first morning. We are looking forward to
being able to welcome you back into school properly! At the moment we intend to revert to the old finishing
time of 2.55pm. The front door will be opened at 2.50pm for you to come in and wait for your children in the
playgrounds outside their classrooms.
If, later in August, we need to adjust our plans due to any local COVID situation or Government updates, we will,
of course, let you know via ParentMail. In the meantime, if you have any queries, please do email the School
Office on office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk
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Messy Play in Reception
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