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Dear Families,  
 

The end of yet another year is almost upon 
us and what a busy year it has been! The 
children and staff have worked incredibly 
hard and there has been a tremendous 
amount of exciting learning going on. From 
Forest School to our Christmas nativity 
‘The Hoity-Toity Angel’ to Sports’ Day and 
tomorrow The Witney Carnival, the       
children have lifted our spirits and made us 
proud. 
 

I would like to extend a warm invitation to 
you all to join us next Thursday 18th July at 
9.30am at our End of Year Leavers’         
Assembly at St. Mary’s Church. This special 
occasion celebrates our Year 2 children, 
reflects their time at St. Mary’s and brings 
to a close our academic year.  We will    
reserve the first three rows of chairs in the 
church specifically for Year 2 parents. 
 

It has been a pleasure to work with the 
Year 2 children this year. They are an      
enthusiastic and thoughtful group. We 
wish them every success in Year 3 and look 
forward to hearing how they blossom at 
The Batt.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank everyone for 
all the support we have received this year 
and wish you a peaceful and enjoyable 
summer. 
 

With best wishes, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Messages & Notices 
Goodbyes and Welcomes 
As we head towards the last week of term, I wanted to take this     
opportunity to say ‘Goodbye and Thank you’ to Mrs Lee who will be 
leaving us at the end of this academic year.  Mrs Lee has been a       
long-standing member of the St. Mary’s team having been with us for 
over 10 years.  She has been a wonderful colleague to work alongside 
and has brought so much love and understanding to her role.  I am 
sure you will want to join with me in expressing our thanks to Mrs 
Lee and wishing her the very best as she embraces new ventures.   
 

Moving forward, Mr Richard Morris (an experienced Teaching         
Assistant) will join Miss Atkinson and Mrs Train for one day a week as 
the Teaching Assistant in Year 2.  Our office will now be supported on 
a Thursday by Mr Ben Whittaker who will lead, amongst other          
responsibilities, Health and Safety.  
  

Flourishing Tree 
This year all our leavers (children and Mrs Lee) will be decorating a 
pebble to go under our ‘Flourishing Tree’.  The pebble will be a             
reminder, that although they are moving on from St Mary’s, they 
have been an important part of the life of the school and we will         
remember them fondly and think of them often.  
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

THURSDAY 18TH 

JULY 

END OF YEAR LEAVERS’   

ASSEMBLY IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH - ALL WELCOME 

ALL  
 

9.30am 

FRIDAY 19TH  

JULY 

YEAR 2s’ GOT TALENT SHOW YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL  

FRIDAY 19TH 

JULY 

ACADEMIC YEAR ENDS ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 2ND & 
TUESDAY 3RD 

SEPTEMBER 

INSET DAYS - SCHOOL 
CLOSED TO  PUPILS 

ALL  

WEDNESDAY          
4TH SEPTEMBER 

AUTUMN TERM STARTS  8.40am 

DIARY DATES 
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Governing Body News 
Dear Families,  
 

Before the end of the academic year I thought I would write with a final update on our latest governor news.  As 
Governors, we reflect on the year at our final Governing Board, and agree strategic priorities for the next academic 
year. This year has been a strong and successful year for St Mary’s.  Mrs Grier has led the school from strength to 
strength with great vision and astute decision-making. We were very pleased that our Ofsted inspection reflected 
back to us what we already believed, that we are a ‘Good’ school.  
 

St Mary’s is a special school because of the dedication of all the staff. Governors particularly noted Miss Atkinson’s 
strong contribution to improving maths outcomes, and thank her for her work developing PE and extra-curricular 
activities such as Forest School. Mrs Wills has continued to lead a strong and experienced Reception team; her      
expertise means we have seen fantastic outcomes for EYFS and the children have flourished. We are all very grateful 
to have Mrs Brannan as part of the St Mary’s team too - the school benefits hugely from her warm, inclusive teaching 
style and considerable skill. Mrs Patchett has led our special educational needs provision brilliantly and has been an 
outstanding advocate for children and their families while Miss Reynolds has transformed the music and French in 
the school. 
 

This year, Governors at St Mary’s have been even more involved in providing strategic oversight: we have        
strengthened our monitoring and reporting of key priorities, ensuring we really understand our school. We have 
attended great training opportunities including a National Program for Chairs which has been enriching and useful. 
Overall, we have tried to be the ‘critical friends’ of the school, supporting and challenging St Mary’s to be the very 
best it can be. 
 

Key areas picked up in our Ofsted report will continue to be scrutinised by Governors next year as part of our school 
development plan. Governors will again have specific areas to monitor and oversee, and make frequent visits to the 
school to meet staff, students, look at data and look at lessons and children’s work.  
 

There will be some changes in St Mary’s Governing Board next year: 
 

 We are saying goodbye to Chris Howden, our Foundation Governor of 5 years, who is stepping down. Chris has 
been a warm and knowledgeable presence at all our meetings and school events, particularly Church services.   

 

 We welcome Theresa Rees, who brings skills and experience in Finance and a great deal of knowledge of the  
local community.  

 

 Rachel Morcombe and Richard Bartram will be joint Vice-Chairs. 
 

We look forward to seeing many of you next year, and wish you a relaxing and enjoyable summer holiday. 
 

Best wishes,  
Kate Pengelly, Chair of Governors 
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Sports Day 2019 – Thank Yous  
 

Wednesday was the perfect day for our Sports Day and the children participated in every event with enthusiasm and 
full of team spirit.  The Sporty Strawberries were triumphant as the overall winners.  A very big thank you to Miss 
Atkinson for organising such a superb morning with some different challenges for the children to tackle.   
 

We were also very lucky to have several Year 10 Sports Leaders from The Henry Box School who not only helped us 
out on the day but also on our rehearsal morning, so a huge thank you to them as well.  We hope they will be able 
and willing to come back again next year! 
 

A final thank you must go to Mrs. Sills, Esme’s Mummy, who was our sports photographer and took some amazing 
photos.  The following selection are just a few of them. Thank you for coming along to support your children. We 
hope you enjoyed the morning as much as the children did. 
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