“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 34 – 24th June 2022
Dear Families,

This Week in Photos

We have had another sunny week in
school with Year One making the most of
the weather by having their music lesson
outside yesterday and Reception playing
Parachute Games on the grass, in PE on
Wednesday.
We welcomed Teddy Hogg’s sister and
Bertie Beer's brother back into school on
Tuesday to talk to the Year Two children
about what it is like in Year Three at The
Batt. They had an interesting Q&A session!
Our transition schedule continues with the
Year Twos being invited to watch The
Batt’s summer dancing.
Today we said goodbye to Lucy Church and
Ruobei Qian who have been with us as part
of their teacher training with Oxford
Brookes. Lucy is only in her first year of
training but is already showing that she is
going to be a great asset to the profession
whilst Ruobei has secured a teaching post
for September in another ODST school. We
wish them both every success for the
future and thank them for all of their hard
work and being part of the St. Mary's
team.
With warm regards,
Julie Atkinson,
Assistant Headteacher

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office@stmarysinfants.co.uk

01993 702387

“Together we love to learn and learn to love”
Reception - Why do
ladybirds have spots?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...
Year Two - Towers,
Tunnels & Turrets

Year One - Bright
Lights, Big City

Reception
This week there was lots of excitement when the children discovered tiny frogs in the garden, and they even
managed to catch a couple of the frogs so we could all observe them close up. Every day we are seeing lots of
enthusiasm for ‘bug hunting’ in the garden and our minibeast word and picture cards are being used as a reference
to help the children look for specific insects. We had a go at drawing our own ladybirds following step- by-step
instructions and these have been added to a display in the classroom. In phonics, we have been learning some more
‘irregular words’ and then writing these words within sentences. In our Relationships and Health Education session
we thought about the different life stages humans go through as they grow e.g., baby, child, teenager, adult. We
listened to the story ‘Once There Were Giants’ by Martin Waddell and discussed how the girl grew up from being a
baby to then being an adult and having a baby of her own.

Year One
I (Miss Church) have had the pleasure of teaching Year 1 this week for my final week at St. Mary's. In English, we
have continued learning about instructions. We started the week by generating all sorts of ideas for what we could
write instructions for, then chose which idea to each focus on. The children have done really well remembering all
the technical vocabulary! In maths, we have looked at money. We've focused on recognising, ordering and counting
both coins and notes. Continuing with our art, the children experimented with continuous line drawing and created
some beautiful pieces using charcoal and oil pastels. Our knowledge of The Great Fire of London is increasing, and
this week we looked at how the houses were built, and used musical instruments to retell the story. As part of our
PSHE this week the children have been looking at things they could do as a baby and toddler, and what they can do
now. We had a fun science fair to finish off the week and enjoyed all sorts of different investigation activities!

Year Two
This week in Year 2 has mostly been about castles and towers! We started off with an amazing trip to Warwick
Castle. The children have written some great letters of thanks and memories of the day and I have decided that this
week the newsletter should be signed over to some of them to give you a flavour of our time there…
Dear Year 2 Families, “Year 2 on 20th June 2022 went on a school trip to Warwick Castle. First we went on a big, wide coach for
an hour.” “As we got off I loved the fresh air!” “When we got there we went into a big field with a stage with bunting coming off
it. Next we met the jester, she was very funny. Connie had to teach her to hula hoop. She started off rubbish but she was really
good in the end.” “I loved her swooping ribbons everywhere, they were spinning and dancing. She was so good at juggling and I
loved her orange and red outfit. I loved the jester but let's move on.” “We went inside the castle and looked at the rooms, there
were big chandeliers.” “We saw a room with lots of pictures and next we saw a room with models. I thought it was a very special
room. Upstairs in another room we saw something that looked like Helen Keller and it might have been her.” “As well as doing all
that stuff, we saw a fight between two knights, a red one and a green one.” “They were fearless and out of a scale of 10, I give
them 10/10.” “While we had our lunch we watched a bird show. I had a ham sandwich, cucumber, carrots and for pudding I had
a biscuit and an apple.” “We saw a Kite flying past, then a Barn Owl and we even saw a Bald Eagle. Later on we climbed the
castle tower and ramparts.” “It was dark, the tower lights were very little. The stairs were very, very, narrow. They were sandy
and slippy.” “There were lots and lots of steps, I was dizzy!” “We climbed the worn stairs, I clung on as tight as I could, I was
terrified. I simply couldn't look over the edge.” “When we got to the top of the tower we felt happy that we did it.” “Finally we
went down but I was still clinging on for dear life!” “After that we had a biscuit and water and saw peacocks.” “The peacocks
spread out their tails in a fan shape, then we went back on the coach. At one point Thanshika dropped her headband. We
shouted to Mr. Qian. He was asleep. He finally woke up.” “We had a fun day, but sadly we had to come home.”

Congratulations Year 2s - you conquered many fears at the Castle and all the adults were very proud of your
achievements.
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Messages and Notices
Breakfast Club
Breakfast Club runs daily from 8am and costs £4 per session. If you are interested in using this service in September,
please email the office to register your interest. In the summer holidays, there will be a form sent out to all families
for registering the days you would like. Once signed up, we would encourage you to get your child to Breakfast Club
as near to 8.00am as possible, so that they have plenty of time to eat and digest before going into class at 8.40am.
Breakfast is not served after 8.30am to enable the staff to tidy up and help the children get ready for registration.
There is no need to give them breakfast at home as we offer toast with butter, honey or jam, cereal, fruit, yoghurts,
juice, milk and in the colder months, porridge. If you have any questions about Breakfast Club, please ask the school
office.
Transition Morning - Tuesday 5th July
The time for the children to visit their new classrooms, teachers and teaching assistants is fast approaching. This will
take place during the morning of Tuesday 5th July. All the children will be told what is happening beforehand. We
would like the Year 2s to be taken directly to The Batt School for 8.50am where they will be met by a member of
staff. For those Y2s attending Breakfast Club, we will walk them over to The Batt School at 8.40am. The lunch
register will be taken there and communicated to us at St. Mary’s. They will then be walked back to St. Mary’s in
time for lunch. If you have any queries, please let us know. The new Reception children will be visiting the
classroom whilst the current Reception children visit the Year 1 classroom and staff. Year 1 will also move up to visit
their classroom and teaching team for September. Please drop off your children in the morning at their new
classroom door where their new teacher will greet them. Other staff will be on hand to direct you if necessary!

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 5TH JULY

TRANSITION DAY

THURSDAY 7TH JULY

RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HBS ATP

SATURDAY 9TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

YEAR 2

TUESDAY 12TH JULY

WATCHING THE BATT’S Y6 PERFORMANCE OF
OLIVER!

YEAR 2

THURSDAY 14TH JULY
MONDAY 18TH JULY

SPORTS DAY - WEATHER PERMITTING
RESERVE SPORTS DAY

FRIDAY 15TH JULY

YEAR 2S TO SPORTS EVENT AT THE BATT
SCHOOL

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

YEAR 2 LEAVERS’ SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

END OF TERM AND ACADEMIC YEAR

ALL

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

NO WALKING BUS THIS DAY AS EARLY FINISH

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

ALL
YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME
9.45am
1.00pm FINISH

Remember to check out our website calendar here.
Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following
details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch Sort Code: 30-99-78 Account No: 74472968
The Collective Worship theme this half term is Respect. ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’ Matthew 7.12

FOSMS Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices continued...
Water Bottles
Please can we ask that all children have a water bottle that is in
the style of the following examples to the right:
Rather than these styles:

This is not only to avoid spillages when the children take the top off, but also because we have had several incidents
where the children are putting the top in their mouths and even walking around whilst doing this.
Ideally, we would also like the water bottles to be transparent which allows us to monitor the children's water intake
but also it helps us to check that your child has water in their bottle and not juice. It is really important that your
child gets used to drinking water at school because we cannot provide juice when your child's bottle is empty which
means they would go without a drink for the rest of the day. This is even more important in the recent hot weather.
The same applies to flavoured water, if you are filling your child's bottle up with flavoured water in the morning, and
it runs out, then we will be unable to fill it up later in the day.
At lunchtime, we offer the children water and milk to drink so there is an alternative option during lunch.
Of course, if your child needs to drink something else other than water due to medical reasons then we are able to
accommodate this. We ask that you see Mrs. Costley in the office if this is the case. Thank you for your support with
this.
Hot Dog Friday! - Friday 1st July
Next Friday the Friends of St. Mary’s School are holding Hot Dog Friday. Please join them
for a hot dog and an ice cream after school on 1st July from 2.50pm - 4.00pm at school.
Take a picnic blanket and enjoy soft drinks, water and crisps as well!
Oxford Playhouse Tour - The Leys - Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th June
Oxford Playhouse is touring and bringing its tent to The Leys in
Witney this weekend with a wonderful show for children and
families called Animal Rocks. The show is loads of fun and
includes very positive themes around inclusion and diversity,
and is perfect for primary school aged children. All the tickets
are FREE and there’s no need to book. You just turn up
(ideally with a picnic blanket) and take a seat.
Hopefully the sun will be shining!

FOSMS Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

