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Dear Families,

This Week in Photos

On my way down to Reception yesterday, I
just had to stop to take some photos of our
beautiful plants and trees. The children
have been showing Respect to our
environment by staying off this area and
now that summer is finally here, it is a
beautiful area for us all to work and play
in.
This term we will be busy continuing with
our Year 2 transition events to The Batt,
and our transition morning (July 5th) for
new Reception children to visit the school.
This is also when the current Reception
children and Year 1 move up to meet their
new teacher. More details about this
morning will be in future newsletters so
please make sure you read them.
I have received an amazing video of May
Day dancing celebrations from Brian at
Witney Photo Group and I am looking
forward to sharing it with you all once the
final edits have been done. Please can I
remind you that if you do not want your
child to be in the video then you need to
let the office know.
We also received a lovely letter from the
Witney Education Foundation thanking us
for the donation we made to them after
our sale of the posies of flowers so thank
you for your generosity. Please see a copy
of the letter attached with the Newsletter.

Year 2
Forest School

With warm regards,
Julie Atkinson,
Assistant Headteacher

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office@stmarysinfants.co.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
ladybirds have spots?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...
Year Two - Towers,
Tunnels & Turrets

Year One - Bright
Lights, Big City

Reception
Reception Class have had a wonderful start to the new term. We started our new topic by asking the question ‘Do all
ladybirds have spots?’ There were mixed thoughts and ideas about that question, and we aim to find out the answer
in the next couple of weeks. We used an information book to start our research into ladybirds and found out that
ladybirds are a type of beetle. The children are showing a keen interest in looking for minibeasts in the garden and
even though we found a snail, it would be great to find some ladybirds too. Perhaps you could go on your own bug
hunt and see which minibeasts/insects you can find. During our phonics sessions, we are revisiting ‘tricky words’ to
enable the children to become more confident with their reading and spelling of these words. They have also been
using their writing skills to complete our class version of ‘The Train Ride Story’ by June Crebbin. In maths, the children
are continuing to look at the composition of numbers and how some numbers can be broken down into smaller
numbers and that there are different ways of doing this e.g., 12 could be two 6s, or three 4s or four 3s or six 2s.

Year One
We have had a fantastic start to the term. The children have been really engaging with the new resources in our
classroom and are very interested in our new topic. There’s already been much discussion about the Great Fire of
London, key London landmarks and the Queen’s Jubilee. In science this week, we have been learning to carry out fair
science investigations. Some investigations were carried out in guided groups and some independently. The children
have really enjoyed making and testing different electrical circuits, experimenting with different sandcastle
consistencies and questioning how raisins rise and fall in lemonade. In maths, we have been learning to recognise,
read and write numbers up to 100. We have had lots of maths sessions outside, solving problems on a large scale on
the playground. We have been carrying out the Phonics Screening check this week and I am so proud of the progress
all children have made. In art, we have been exploring the work of a range of artists who have depicted flora and
fauna in their work including Henri Rousseau. In RE, we have started our learning about Rosh Hashanah. In PSHE, we
have been learning about the functions of our different organs. The class enjoyed a wonderful PE session with Miss
Church where they practised starting sprinting races from different starting positions such as lying down, sitting cross
legged and in a starting stance like Usain Bolt!

Year Two
Great to be back with the Year 2s starting our new term and new topic; Towers, Tunnels and Turrets. We have begun
with a whole class collaboration recreating a version of 'Castle and the Sun' by the artist Paul Klee. The children
worked well making decisions about shapes, design and lay out of their 'bricks'. Moving into the topic, we hope to
have lots of fun building our own castles, looking at the roles that were held within a castle and possibly even
a medieval banquet of our own making! Please remember to send back your reply slip for the Warwick Castle trip by
Monday 13th at the very latest.
I am hoping that you will have seen the ParentMail sent out earlier this week regarding one of our transition events.
We are intending to facilitate an informal meeting of parents and children at The Leys after school on Tuesday 14th
June. This is to enable you to have some contact with The Batt School parents as well as the children meeting and
playing. I hope that it will help to settle any concerns and give you the opportunity to ask the experts about being a
Batt School parent! If you have any questions, please feel free to email the office or catch me on Monday morning.
Also, next Monday we will be talking to the children about their new classes at The Batt School in Year 3. Please see
the separate ParentMail we are sending you about this.
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Messages and Notices
Warmer Weather
Just a reminder that as it [hopefully] gets warmer through the last weeks of this academic year, please send the
children in with their water bottles and sunhats as well as applying suncream before they come in to school. If they
need to reapply it themselves in school, it must be named please and not shared. We also have lots of second-hand
summer dresses which we will try and put out once a week. If you have any spare, small hangers for children’s
clothes, we would be very grateful. Thank you.
ARCh Volunteers
We are very lucky to have volunteers visit us every week to help read with certain children in Year 1. For this term,
we have Mr. David Bettle and Mr. Ben Condon helping from Assisted Reading for Children in Oxfordshire. So, if you
hear your child talking about them, that is who they are!

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following
details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch Sort Code: 30-99-78 Account No: 74472968

Remember to check out our website calendar here.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 13TH JUNE

YEAR 2 TO VISIT Y6 SCIENCE FAIR AT THE BATT
SCHOOL

YEAR 2

1.45pm-2.15pm

TUESDAY 14TH JUNE

YEAR 2 FAMILIES INVITED TO THE LEYS TO MEET
WITH THE BATT SCHOOL FAMILIES

YEAR 2

From 3.15pm

MONDAY 20TH JUNE

YEAR 2 VISIT TO WARWICK CASTLE

YEAR 2

8.15am-4.00pm

WEDNESDAY 22ND JUNE

NEW PARENTS’ WELCOME MEETING FOR
RECEPTION INTAKE SEPTEMBER 2022

TUESDAY 5TH JULY

TRANSITION DAY

THURSDAY 7TH JULY

RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HBS ATP

SATURDAY 9TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

END OF TERM AND ACADEMIC YEAR

BY INVITATION 6.00-7.00pm
ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

ALL

1.00pm FINISH

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Respect. ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’ Matthew 7.12

FOSMS Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

