“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 30 – 20th May 2022
Dear Families,

This Week in Photos

This week has been another busy one with
Reception's trip to the Cotswold Farm Park,
lots of May Day dancing practice and the
Year 2s visiting The Batt for a singing
workshop and performance.
But, the week is not over just yet!
Tomorrow is our Jubilee Fayre in school
(2.00- 4.30pm) organised by FOSMS so
please come along to support them and to
raise money for the school. Thank you to
all of the parents and staff who have
offered to help at the event and to FOSMS
who have been busy this week organising
things - all we need now is the sunshine!
See you tomorrow!
With warm regards,
Julie Atkinson,
Assistant Headteacher

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office@stmarysinfants.co.uk

01993 702387
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Reception
- Are we
there yet?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year One The Enchanted
Woodland

Year Two
Muck, Mess
& Mixtures

Reception
The highlight of our week was the trip to Cotswold Farm Park. We had a great time meeting and feeding various
animals. The goats were the greediest animals, closely followed by the sheep. Some animals we could feed by hand,
whilst for other animals we had to send the food down tubes. We met Apricot the rabbit and Nellie the guineapig
who were very patient and amenable for all the children who stroked them. After lunch, there was the chance to
explore the playground where the children pedalled tractors, climbed on various equipment, went on swings and see
-saws, and played in a sand pit. The trip has influenced our literacy work this week as the children have been doing
some recount writing in their English books. They have been encouraged to write independently, using their
segmenting skills to spell words. In maths, we started the week by continuing to learn about number bonds to ten
and we have revisited 2D shapes and their characteristics. The caterpillars are all ‘cocoons’ now and the children are
observing them every day, hoping that something will soon hatch out.

Year One
We have been really developing our skills in creating different patterns and textures in our artwork this week. We
started by exploring and designing our own Zentangle patterns, whilst listening to Chillhop to relax our minds as we
worked. We then used special fine point pens to fill whole pictures of animals using the patterns we designed. Next,
we explored using patterns in clay whilst sculpting woodland animals. It was tricky pulling and shaping the clay, as
well as discovering that when it’s too thin, bits fall off! Some children made a slip to help reattach limbs! In English,
the class have decided their new product goal is to create their own poetry anthology that they want to donate to
Witney library. We have been generating ideas for poems, identifying rhyming words and gathering amazing
adjectives in preparation for our writing next week. In maths, we have been learning to make and find a half and a
quarter. In PSHE, we have been thinking about how, just like our cress, we grow and change over time. In
preparation for the Jubilee celebrations, we have designed our own amazing hats, ready to start making on Monday!
Next week we will be learning about the seeds we find in the foods we eat every day, such as tomatoes, cucumbers
and apples. If you have any seeds that have come from items you have eaten over the weekend, please do bring
them in on Monday. Thank you!

Year Two
We have been busy this week learning positioning and directions in Maths. We are learning to give clear and precise
instructions using vocabularies such as forwards, backwards, clockwise and anti-clockwise. Next week, we will be
using skills learnt this week to programme Bee-Bots and attempt to complete a simple circuit by giving clear and
precise instructions, which brings together elements of programming and logical sequencing.
We have also worked hard and practised our May Dancing which is coming along fantastically! Hopefully, you will be
able to enjoy the hard work and dedication the Year 2s have put in. We had a great time meeting all the other Year
2s at The Batt yesterday and had a wonderful afternoon singing and performing for parents. It was lovely to see
everyone all together and participating in the performance (even if some were a little shy).
Next week, we have some exciting events coming up! We are going on a trip to Lakeside Allotments which will be a
wonderful conclusion to our Scented Garden Topic. There will also be an amazing day of Ultra Olympics on Thursday
to enjoy before the May half term.
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Messages and Notices
Warmer Weather
Now we are experiencing warmer weather please could you ensure that your child has a water bottle and sun hat in
school every day. Regarding suncream, please apply before school but if you would like your child to reapply then
their suncream needs to be named and must not be shared with other children due to allergies. Thank you for your
support with this.
Non-Uniform Day for Jubilee Fayre Donations
Thank you very much for all the donations of jars of sweets and tombola items for the Fayre tomorrow! The
children enjoyed their dress down day. We look forward to seeing you at the Fayre tomorrow afternoon!
Jubilee Fayre - Saturday the 21st May 2.00-4.30pm
Just a reminder that the Fayre is tomorrow afternoon, Saturday 21st May at 2.00pm until 4.30pm. It’s not too late
to help out if you can, but above all we would love you to come and enjoy yourselves and have some strawberries
or an ice cream washed down with a beer or glass of prosecco while the children take part in games such as Save
The Crown Jewels, Spin The Wheel, Ring Toss and Splat The Rat! See you there!
May Dancing - Tuesday 24th May 1.45pm on Church Green
We are keeping everything crossed for good weather next Tuesday! Please remember to let us know in the school
office if you do NOT want your child’s photo to be taken by the Photography Group. Here is a reminder of the
plan for the afternoon's events:
1.15pm: Set up on Church Green (if any parents are free to help carry out benches and the all important, very
heavy, Maypole then we would be very grateful!)
1.45pm: Children enter Church Green and parade around finishing with laying down their flowers on a table for
you to purchase later in the day.
2.00pm: Whole school dances: ‘I Hear You’ and ‘Dusty Bluebells’. Year 2 Maypole Dance.
2.15pm: Reception children and staff teach Reception parents 'I Hear You' dance. Year 1 children and staff teach
Year 1 parents 'Dusty Bluebells' dance. Year 2 children and staff teach Year 2 parents the Maypole Dance.
2.30pm: Perform dances with parents!
2.45pm: Children return to school (any help to tidy up would be appreciated and with carrying the Maypole
back!) Opportunity to buy flowers.
2.55pm: Pick up from Year 2, Year 1 and Reception classrooms as normal.
*Vacancy at The Blake Primary School - Finance Officer*
Closing Date: Wednesday 8th June (6pm) Job Start Date: 1st September 2022 (20 hours p/w Monday-Friday)
A Finance Officer is required to join our busy administrative team. The successful candidate will be committed to our vision and
will recognise the part that everyone has to play in ensuring the flourishing of our community. The Finance Officer will be
responsible for all financial matters including, but not limited to, budget planning and monitoring, the day-to-day management
of school funds, payroll and insurance. The ability to work flexibly, independently and yet as part of a team, will characterise
the Finance Officer alongside a warm professional manner and an eye for detail. The highest degree of honesty and integrity
will be expected.
If you would like to know more about our school, please do explore our website. If you would like to arrange a visit to discuss
the role further and meet the team, please contact the school office on 01993 702840 or email office.3600@blake.oxon.sch.uk
or visit The Blake School website: http://www.blake.oxon.sch.uk/website . Completed application forms should be sent by
email to: rlockwood@blake.oxon.sch.uk or by post to the school address.
The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Friendship. ‘Encourage one another and build each other up.’ 1 Thessalonians 5.11

FOSMS Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Executive Headteacher’s Message
Dear Families,
We have plenty to celebrate this week, with school trips having taken place across both schools, successes at various
sporting events and the wonderful joint Year 2 concert led by Lin Marsh and Mrs. Payne. Thank you for all the positive
comments - I know the children had great fun and enjoyed meeting their potential new class mates for September. All very
positive and thank you to all staff that coach, drive around and supervise these extra curricular activities.
Both schools are looking at the class mixes for next year and we will ensure that you know before the transition days which
class they will be going into. As you can imagine, the logistics of taking into account each parent's views on this, would be
impossible to manage and so staff will be taking time to meet with current class teachers and carefully plan around each child's
needs.
Sadly, I have to bring to your attention another 'game' video that has hit the market and we are hearing younger children
talking about. We just urge you to take a look and make sure you are happy for your children to be accessing 'Poppy Playtime'
and the character Huggy Wuggy. It is classified as a 'survival horror game' for the over 8s but it seems to encourage killing and
violence. Thank you for continuing to protect our pupils.
I am very much looking forward to a busy day tomorrow with St. Marys Jubilee Fayre in the afternoon and The Batt 'Cod Father'
in the evening. Hopefully, see you all then!
Charlie Barwell, Executive Headteacher
St. Mary’s Infant School and The Batt Primary School

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

SATURDAY 21ST MAY

JUBILEE SUMMER FAYRE

ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm

MONDAY 23RD MAY

YEAR 2 TO VISIT LAKESIDE ALLOTMENTS

TUESDAY 24TH MAY

MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN

WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY

RESERVE DAY FOR MAY DANCING IF WET ON
TUESDAY 24TH

THURSDAY 26TH MAY

YEAR 1 VISIT TO COGGES MANOR FARM

YEAR 1

1.00-3.00pm

THURSDAY 26TH MAY

YEAR 2 ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HBS ATP

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 26TH MAY

LAST DAY OF HALF TERM

ALL

FRIDAY 27TH MAY

JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED

ALL

MONDAY 6TH JUNE

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE

SUMMER TERM RESTARTS

ALL

MONDAY 20TH JUNE

YEAR 2 TO VISIT WARWICK CASTLE TBC

TUESDAY 5TH JULY

TRANSITION DAY

THURSDAY 7TH JULY

RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HBS ATP

SATURDAY 9TH JULY

WITNEY CARNIVAL

THURSDAY 21ST JULY

END OF TERM AND ACADEMIC YEAR

YEAR 2

ALL WELCOME FROM 1.45pm

YEAR 2

2.55pm

8.40am
TBC

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

RECEPTION

IN SCHOOL TIME

Remember to check out our website calendar here.
FOSMS Facebook Group:

IN SCHOOL TIME

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

ALL

1.00pm FINISH

