
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 2 – 18th September 2020 

Dear Families,       

 
This week, we have been making the most 
of the glorious weather with plenty of    
outside learning.  Let’s hope it continues so 
the Reception children can go pond        
dipping in their garden area. 
 
On Tuesday we held an outdoor uniform 
sale. There is still plenty of ‘nearly new’ 
uniform remaining, so please get in touch 
if you need any further supplies; from book 
bags and PE tops to school coats we have it 
all and shopping second-hand is               
environmentally friendly too. 
 
Staff have been finalising arrangements for 
our remote learning systems. Clearly, we 
hope and pray that these arrangements 
won’t be necessary but, should a bubble 
need to close or there is a local lockdown, 
we are ready with home learning            
information and resources.  Today you 
have all been sent a Class Dojo consent 
letter enabling us to open a portfolio for 
your child. This personal portfolio will be 
where you and your child can upload work 
for your child’s teacher to view and         
comment on. Our website is also being          
enhanced with guidance on remote        
learning, so check out the latest orange 
button at the top of the front of the home 
page, or click here. 
 
Wishing you all a sunny weekend. 
 
Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier,  
Headteacher 

 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We have been             
developing our        
listening skills this 
week through various 
activities. When we 
played with the 
‘talking telephones’ in 
the garden we had to 
listen very carefully to 
our friends. 

Year One                         
We have had a  
super week of 
learning together 
and worked hard 
with our friends to 
complete a phonics 
task finding real 
and alien words.  

Year Two                         
In spellings this week 
we learnt about how 
we add ‘es’ to words 
ending ‘sh’, ‘ch’, ‘x’, ‘z’ 
and ‘s’ to make plurals.  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Thankfulness.                                      

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/teaching-and-learning/remote-learning
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - Next week we will start our phonics sessions and as we introduce each 
sound we will learn how to write the letter in cursive format. Please click here to 
see our cursive handwriting sheet.  We will continue to practise writing our names.  
 
Maths - We will be focusing on counting again. Counting items into a set, counting 
items taken from a larger set and matching spoken and written numerals  
 
Topic - We will continue to learn about friendships and how we can be a kind friend 
to others.  This will also link into our RE for next week when thinking about the 
question: Have you made a new friend and what do you like playing together?  

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English -  We will be learning about nouns, what they are, and how they form part of a      
sentence.  
 
Maths - We will focus on learning about number sentences and using number bonds up to 
10. e.g. 1 + 9 = 10, 2 + 8 = 10 and so on.  
 
Topic - We will begin our topic on dinosaurs, discuss what we know about them and what we 
want to find out. We will create our very own split pin dinosaur.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will be revising our phase 5 phonics sounds and focussing on plurals so that we understand the rule of 
when to add an ‘s’ or ‘es’. We will be acting out the first part of our story, 'The Storm Whale' by Benji Davies, and 
considering how the characters are feeling and what might happen next.  
 
Maths -  We will be doubling numbers to 15 and using known number facts to solve related additions. 
 
Topic - In Science, we will be exploring which shapes float best by moulding and reshaping a lump of Plasticine. In Art 
we will be looking at examples of pirate flags and making a simple block print of our own designs.  
 
 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception - Do you 

want to be friends?  

Year One - 

Dino     

Planet 

Year Two  

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/curriculum/handwriting.pdf
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Messages & Notices 
 

Return to School after Illness 
At this time of year there are lots of colds and sniffles.  Unfortunately, the children are also susceptible to stomach 
bugs so we just wanted to remind you of our School Policy that if your child has been physically sick or had            
diarrhoea, they must stay at home for 48 hours since the last occurrence.  This is to ensure germs are not passed to 
other children within their bubble and keeps everyone as healthy as possible.  Please also see the attached ‘Quick 
Guide’ regarding Covid-19 symptoms and what to do. 

Birthday Books 
When it is your child’s birthday we take great joy in celebrating with them.  It doesn’t matter if their birthday is at 
the weekend or in the holidays, we will always find the time to celebrate. 
 

In the past, some children have brought in sweets to share; however, this can be difficult for those with food         
allergies, food intolerances and dietary needs. Therefore, we’d like to suggest an alternative ‘sharing’ option and  
encourage your child (instead of bringing in sweets or cakes) to choose a book from their classroom and share it with 
the rest of the class. We hope you’ll agree that this will add to your child feeling really important on their day. 
We look forward to sharing birthday books as part of celebrating your child's special day here at St Mary's.  

Collection Arrangements 

In normal circumstances parents would be able to go into the school office and note on the ‘Collection Boards’ if  
anyone different is collecting their child on any day each week.  As this is not possible at the moment, we would ask 
that you please either email the school office at office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk or call on 01993 702387 
to let us know of any different arrangement.  If it is going to be a regular arrangement, i.e. Farmhouse Nursery will 
collect your child every Monday and Friday and Granny every Thursday, we will note this so you don’t have to tell us 
each week.  We will need the name and mobile number of anyone new picking up your child.  Thank you for your 
help with this. 

Class Dojo 
Attached to your ParentMail you will find a letter regarding Class Dojo requesting your permission for us to open a 
pupil portfolio for your child.  Please can you print and complete the slip at the bottom of the letter and return it to 
school as soon as possible.  If you cannot print a copy, please contact the school office and a paper copy will be sent 
home with your child.  Thank you for your help with this.  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 2ND OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

FRIDAY 9TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - ST. MARY’S 

PUPILS ONLY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 23RD OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 TERM ALL  

MON 26TH-FRI 30TH OCTOBER HALF TERM BREAK - SCHOOL CLOSED ALL  

MONDAY 2ND NOVEMBER AUTUMN 2 STARTS ALL  

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY SPRING 1 TERM STARTS ALL  

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

