“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 2 – 17th September 2021
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

It has been wonderful to see all the
brilliant learning taking place this week at
school. St Mary’s children are extremely
lucky to have such kind, creative and
inspiring adults working with them.
As promised, I have uploaded my Welcome
Meeting presentation to the website, and
it can be found here, sharing my thoughts
for the school so far and how the
leadership structure is working.

Reception
The children have located
the large magnifying glasses,
in the unit on the decking
area, and have been eagerly
getting them out every day
to look at objects close up.
Some children instigated a
search for mini-beasts and
were very excited when
they found a large snail in
the garden.

In addition, next Monday 20th September, I
will be on the playground from 2.00pm for
anyone that would like to stay for a chat or
ask any follow up questions.
One of the changes we were unable to
make at the start of the year was to
arrange a job share for Miss Atkinson, so
that she could take her leadership time.
This week we have been fortunate to
secure an experienced Year 2 teacher from
The Batt School, who will start in Year 2
from next week on Mondays and Tuesdays.
The children have already met Mrs. Wilson
when she covered the class last week. I
know she will fit into our team here very
well and she will be working closely with
Miss Atkinson. She will be on the
playground to meet you on Monday
morning, so do say hello!

Year One
Year 1 were detectives finding
the lower case letters in an
online game, ‘https://
www.roythezebra.com/
reading-games/capital-letter1.html’ and writing the
correct capital letter. Thank
you everyone for working so
hard, it has been an amazing
week of learning!

Year Two
In maths this week we have
been ordering 2-digit
numbers, starting with the
smallest number first. We
looked at the ‘tens’ in each
number to help us but
sometimes we needed to look
at the ‘ones’ if the ‘tens’ digit
was the same, e.g. 27 and 23.

Have a wonderful weekend - I hope the
sun stays out as I’ve yet to use my sun
lounger this summer!
With warm regards,
Charlie Barwell
Executive Headteacher

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Generosity.
Mark 12.31 “Loving Others as we love ourselves”
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Do you
want to be friends?

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year One -

Year Two

Dino
Planet

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will continue with our dough disco and flipper-flapper movement sessions
to promote fine and gross motor development. We are hoping to start our Phonics
sessions next week.
Communication and Language - We will consider what makes a good listener? Then
take part in some activities to develop our listening skills. In RE we will think about who
is special to us at home and why they are special.
Topic - We will continue to play games and take part in activities that will help us develop new friendships and we
will consider how we can be a kind friend.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be creating our own dinosaurs as a stimulus for labelling and writing a
sentence about them. We will focus on using capital letters, finger spacing and full stops in
our writing.
Maths - We will be concentrating on addition and explore making all the different number
bonds up to ten, including missing number bonds, e.g. 2+ ? =10.
Topic - We will become detectives and research the different features of dinosaurs and name
and label them. What a busy and exciting week we will have!

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - In English we will continue to read our key text, 'The Storm Whale', by Benji Davies. We will write letters to
the main character and continue to improve our writing by using noun phrases.
Maths - In Maths we will be revisiting number bonds for 10 and 20
and using these to find related addition and subtraction facts.
Topic - Last week we started our new RE topic, 'Is it possible to be kind
all of the time?' and began to think about this question. Next week,
we will listen to the story of The Good Samaritan which Jesus told and is in the bible.
Please remember that PE is now on a Thursday and that the children change in the classroom for it. Children who do
Tennis on a Monday or Yoga on a Tuesday will also need their PE kit in school on these days.
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Messages & Notices
Dear Parents,
I am very excited to be starting at St Mary’s.
I have 18 years teaching experience, mostly within KS1 and more recently Reception. I have a passion for art and
creativity and enjoy delivering a creative curriculum. I like to create an environment that allows children to thrive,
develop a lifelong love of learning and allows them to explore the world around them. I believe that good teaching
comes from a strong relationship with every child and parent. I look forward to meeting you on Monday 20th
September.
I live with my family in Bledington. I have four children, which keeps me very busy but when I do get spare time, I
love to walk. I have recently discovered the calm of night walking as part of a training plan for a 100km challenge
next weekend. The things I do to escape the chores!
Best wishes,
Kate Wilson,
Year 2 Teacher at St. Mary’s Mondays & Tuesdays

he Rock Project Music Club - Mondays from 20th Sept 3.00-4.00pm - Years 1 and 2
The Rock Project Oxford are starting up a Music Club for our Year 1 and Year 2 children as
from next Monday 20th September. If you would like to sign up please email Aaron Iley
at Oxford@therockproject.com as you need to let him know you would like your child to
attend and he’ll tell you how to sign them up. Thank you.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER

MUSIC CLUB WITH THE ROCK PROJECT STARTS

YEARS 1 & 2

3.00-4.00pm

THURSDAY 23RD SEPTEMBER

YEAR 1 VISIT FROM DR. MURDOCK FROM THE
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY, OXFORD

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER

YEAR 1 TRIP TO OXFORDSHIRE MUSEUM IN
WOODSTOCK

YEAR 1

9.15am-2.30pm

FRIDAY 8TH OCTOBER

COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL
PHOTOS AND SIBLINGS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 21ST OCTOBER

END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM

ALL

2.50pm

FRIDAY 22ND OCTOBER

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER

AUTUMN 2 STARTS

ALL

8.40am

FacebookWHOLE
Group:
www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
WEDNESDAYFOSMS
10TH NOVEMBER
SCHOOL
NASAL FLU VACCINES
ALL
IN SCHOOL TIME
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Message from the Governors
*Closing Soon*
Election of Parent Governor, September 2021 – nominations close on Tuesday 21st September 2021
The St Mary’s Infant School Governing Body is looking to recruit a new Parent Governor. To be eligible to stand for
election as a parent governor you must have parental responsibility for a pupil at the school.* We want our
governing body to be representative of the community we serve and so if you are interested and believe you can
make a difference please consider joining us.
We are looking for a new member who will bring some external skills that will strengthen the representation within
the Governing Body, not just a person with an interest in St Mary’s school. Governors work closely as a team, and
share responsibilities through sub-committees.
The Governors play an important role in setting the strategic direction of the school as well as monitoring progress;
and work closely with the Headteacher and the School Leadership Team.
If you are interested in joining the Governing Body, or would like more information on the role, please email the
Clerk to the Governing Body (governors@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk). To submit a nomination you will need to
send your expression of interest and a brief summary of your relevant skills/experience (maximum of 100 words)
by Tuesday 21st September. If we receive more than one expression of interest an election will be held with all
parents/carers eligible to vote.
Please think about taking on the role or suggesting someone who will do it well. We need committed parent
governors to make the governing body as effective as it can be.
Yours sincerely,
John Summers, Chair of Governors
*Parents who work at the school for 500 hours or more in any twelve month period (any parent who is paid to work more than
12.5 hours per week at the school) are not eligible to be parent governors but they are eligible to vote in parent governor
elections.

Lunchtime Play

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

