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 No. 29 – 13th May 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

This week we began our whole school 
dances for our May Day dancing on Church 
Green, an event which we hope you will be 
able to join us for. It was amazing to see 
how much progress the children made 
after each practice; they danced with such 
enthusiasm and enjoyment! I am pleased 
to confirm that we will be having a         
photographer attend the event from     
Witney Photo Group (https://
www.witneyphotogroup.co.uk/) to take 
photos for our website and to capture 
some wonderful memories for us all. If you 
do not want your child to be photographed 
please can you let the office know.   
 
Please see the Messages and Notices page 
for the intended format for the May    
Dancing afternoon.  We are hoping that 
those parents coming to watch will be      
willing to join in afterwards and learn some 
dancing with the children! We would also 
be very grateful for any help carrying 
things on to Church Green, especially the 
Maypole itself which is very long and 
heavy! 
 
We hope the weather will be kind to us on 
the 24th May but if not, we will try again 
on Wednesday 25th May.  
 

In the meantime, enjoy the sunshine this 
weekend! 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson,  
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 
We have been very lucky to have some caterpillars in our classroom. When they arrived, they were very small, but 
they have been growing daily and now they are huge. The children have shown lots of curiosity when observing the 
caterpillars; they have made lots of comments and asked lots of questions. The caterpillars have now reached the 
next stage in their life cycle and are getting ready to form their cocoons. Our RE was based on a story about a         
caterpillar growing into a butterfly and how some religions view all creatures as beautiful creations and how we 
should appreciate nature and the fact that we are all special.  For literacy this week we have been looking at the 
book ‘The Train Ride’ by June Crebbin. We thought about the rhythm of the words and how it reminded us of a train 
moving. We have started to make our own class version of the story by imagining we are on a train journey and 
thinking about what we might see through the window. In maths, we have been looking at subtraction and how this 
can be worded in different ways e.g. minus, take away, the difference.  

 

 

 

 

Year One 
We have really been enjoying reading and listening to poems this week. We identified rhythms, repeating words, 
interesting punctuation and funny word choices we liked. Next week, we will start generating our own ideas for 
writing a collaborative anthology of poems. If you have any poetry books at home that you think the class would  
enjoy please do send them in. In maths, we have been learning about capacity. We have been exploring how much 
different containers can hold. At the time of writing, we are about to enjoy an afternoon of estimating puddle sizes of 
full containers of water. Apologies for the inevitable slightly soggy shoes! The class is enjoying learning to play a 
range of card and board games at the moment. Each week I am introducing them to two more. The discussions 
around rules, turn-taking and how to be a thoughtful winner have been fantastic; not to mention the great          
mathematical learning that has been taking place inconspicuously! As part of our art work, we have been exploring 
the landscapes produced by David Hockney. We worked hard to create perspective in our drawings and used bright 
colours and patterns in a similar style to Hockney. As part of our geography and computing work we were quite        
mesmerised by what we could see on Google Earth. We looked at aerial photos of our school to help us create our 
own maps. In PSHE, we discussed the importance of sleep and how it's important for our health.                                    
We had a fascinating experience in the Planetarium on Thursday. We learnt so much about the planets in our solar 
system, the importance of Michael Collins in the first moon landings and we loved the way in which astrology came 
to life above us with incredible tales of Greek mythology. 

Year Two 
This week Year 2 have been busy practising their comprehension, arithmetic and reasoning skills in preparation for 
our end of Key Stage 1 assessments next week. They have also been creating fact files and creative posters about 
Helen Keller. They have taken part in role-play and used their senses to put themselves in her shoes and even 
attempted to use Braille. On Friday, they are going to use new skills and present their work to the class. We have 
continued to prepare for May Dancing and enjoyed the sunshine early in the week. Most of us are now able to     
complete the dances (I, Mrs. Wilson, keep going the wrong way!) and our confidence is increasing - hopefully you will 
be in for a real treat.  
Please see the next page for some dates for your diary including Thursday 19th where we will be taking part in a   
singing workshop with the Year 2s from The Batt School.  On Monday 23rd May we will be taking a trip to Lakeside 
Allotments near Ducklington as the end of our Scented Garden topic, where we will be given a tour and hopefully be 
able to spot and identify what's growing. We are intending to do some sketching and improve our observational 
drawing skills.  

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 
Reception 

- Are we  

there yet?  

Year One - 

The Enchanted 

Woodland 

Year Two       

Muck, Mess 

& Mixtures 
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Messages and Notices 
 

Colorbox Photographs 
The proofs for the photos taken on Monday should be with us next week.  You will then be able to order copies 
online and the date deadline for orders will be on the proof.  Please ensure you keep your proof card safe as it will 
have the identifying code for each photo on it.  Many thanks. 
 
Year 2 Singing Performance at The Batt School - Thursday 19th May 2.45pm 
The Year 2s will be going over to The Batt School next Thursday afternoon for a music lesson with Lin Marsh and 
Year 2 parents are invited to attend their musical performance at 2.45-3.00pm. If you have Reception children at St 
Mary's, we would be more than happy to bring them over on the Walking Bus, at the end of the day, to meet you at 
The Batt, so please let us know. In addition, any Year 2s who attend Tennis Club or Farmhouse on a Thursday will be 
brought back from The Batt School  via the Walking Bus so they can attend Clubs as normal.  If you have any        
queries, please ask the School Office, thank you. 
 
 

Non-Uniform Day for Jubilee Fayre Donations - Friday 20th May 
The Friends of St. Mary’s are organising a Jubilee Fayre on Saturday 21st May at 2.00-4.30pm.  Please see the        
poster attached with this Newsletter.  On Friday 20th May we will have a non-uniform day in exchange for a jam jar 
of sweets or tombola item.  Please bring these items into school on Friday 20th May.  Thank you very much. 
 
Jubilee Fayre - Saturday the 21st May 2.00-4.30pm 
On Saturday 21st May, the Friends of St. Mary’s School are holding their Jubilee Summer Fayre starting at 2.00pm 
until 4.30pm.  They have lots of fun activites planned so please note the date in yoru diary and we look forward to 
seeing you there.  If you can spare any time, even an odd half an hour, to help on a stall or with setting up clearing 
away, please let us know either via the school office or Jana Thornton, Neve’s (Year 1) Mummy. Thank you.  
 
May Dancing - Tuesday 24th May 1.45pm on Church Green 
We wanted to clarify the situation regarding outfits the children have been requested to wear for the May dancing. 
We have always suggested the children wear their best clothes or clothes they would wear to a friend's party or for 
going out with family for a meal.  What we would prefer is not to have Disney dresses or football shirts! We are 
happy for the children to wear their best outfit but not uniform.  If a shirt is not an option, a smart top and bottoms 
is fine, for both boys and girls, along with appropriate footwear to dance in. Thank you for your support with this.  I 
would also like to share with you an outline of the afternoon's events: 
 
1.15pm: Set up on Church Green (if any parents are free to help carry out benches and the all important, very 
heavy, Maypole then we would be very grateful!) 
1.45pm: Children enter Church Green and parade around finishing with laying down their flowers on a table for 
you to purchase later in the day. 
2.00pm: Whole school dances: ‘I Hear You’ and ‘Dusty Bluebells’.  Year 2 Maypole Dance. 
2.15pm: Reception children and staff teach Reception parents 'I Hear You' dance. Year 1 children and staff teach 
Year 1 parents 'Dusty Bluebells' dance. Year 2 children and staff teach Year 2 parents the Maypole Dance. 
2.30pm: Perform dances with parents!  
2.45pm: Children return to school (any help to tidy up would be appreciated and with carrying the Maypole 
back!)  Opportunity to buy flowers. 
2.55pm: Pick up from Year 1, Year 2 and Reception classrooms as normal. 
 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Friendship. ‘Encourage one another and build each other up.’ 1 Thessalonians 5.11 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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 Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 16TH MAY RECEPTION TRIP TO COTSWOLD FARM PARK RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 19TH MAY YEAR 2 SINGING PERFORMANCE AT THE BATT. 

PARENTS INVITED AT 2.45pm 

YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 20TH MAY NON-UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE FOR A JAR 

OF SWEETS OR TOMBOLA ITEM 

ALL  

SATURDAY 21ST MAY JUBILEE SUMMER FAYRE ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm 

MONDAY 23RD MAY YEAR 2 TO VISIT LAKESIDE ALLOTMENTS YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 24TH MAY MAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN ALL WELCOME FROM 1.45pm 

WEDNESDAY 25TH MAY RESERVE DAY FOR MAY DANCING IF WET ON 

TUESDAY 24TH 

  

THURSDAY 26TH MAY YEAR 2 ULTRA OLYMPICS AT HBS ATP YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 26TH MAY LAST DAY OF HALF TERM ALL  

FRIDAY 27TH MAY JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY - SCHOOL CLOSED ALL  

MONDAY 6TH JUNE INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

TUESDAY 7TH JUNE SUMMER TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

MONDAY 20TH JUNE YEAR 2 TO VISIT WARWICK CASTLE TBC YEAR 2 TBC 

TUESDAY 5TH JULY TRANSITION DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 7TH JULY RECEPTION ATHLETICS AT HBS ATP RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 9TH JULY WITNEY CARNIVAL   

THURSDAY 21ST JULY END OF TERM AND ACADEMIC YEAR ALL 1.00pm FINISH 

Staffing Updates 
 

We are delighted to be able to let you know that Hayley Bell has recently started with us as a lunchtime supervisor, 

working alongside Mrs. Joy Cable. Hayley started last week and has quickly got to know lots of the children, helping 

them with their lunches in the school hall and then supervising games and activities outside in the playground. It is 

lovely to have her working with us.  Following Mrs. Hulme’s departure last week, we will soon share news of a new 

Teaching Assistant joining the Reception class in September. In the meantime, we have Alice Walsh, helping us in 

Reception this term.  We have also welcomed back Lucy Church and Lisa Davies from Oxford Brookes who are in 

Year 1 for the next 5 weeks. Ruobei Qian continues to help us in Year 2 whilst completing his PGCE placement.  

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

