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Dear Families,  
 
 

I’d like to begin this week’s newsletter with 
a ‘thank you‘ to the St Mary’s team for the 
diligent preparations they have made to 
the learning environment to enable some 
of our children to return to our site. The 
alterations have been extensive, and with 
new directives coming out daily, every 
member of staff has shown amazing  
adaptability, humour and dedication in the 
face of a rapidly changing situation. I know 
from the many notes of thanks received 
from families, governors and NHS Oxford 
that my sentiments are echoed by the  
wider community too. 
 
Our wonderful teachers, Mrs Wills,         
Mrs Brannan and Miss Atkinson, are now 
teaching their ‘bubbles’ during the day as 
well as continuing to provide online        
learning materials.  Therefore, we have 
agreed that they will endeavour to get 
back to any online enquiries within 24 
hours during the working week. If,       
however, you need to speak to a member 
of the staff urgently, please email or phone 
the office so that we can support your   
request. 
 

Wishing you all an enjoyable weekend.  
 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier, 
Headteacher 

Messages & Advice 
 

Entitlement to Free School Meals 
In the light of the current coronavirus situation, it may be that some 
of you have now found yourself on reduced income and               
claiming benefits.  If you think that you may now be entitled to Free 
School Meals for your child/children, please send in your National 
Insurance number, full name and date of birth to office.3207@st-
marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk and we can check if you are                     
eligible.  Please bear in mind that if you receive any type of 'working 
tax credit' (but not alongside child tax credit) then you will be able to 
get free meals for your child.  Sometimes this can take some time to 
get on the system, but we are happy to check periodically for you and 
then we may be able to help you with food parcels. 
 

Mindfulness - Create a Gratitude Journal  
Studies have shown that intentionally recognising people and          
experiences that we are thankful for 
increases mental well-being and     
positive feelings. 
 

A gratitude journal or list is a great 
activity to do before bedtime.  It can     
encourage children to take more   
notice of things and to be more   
mindful of the wider world.  Your 
child may like to make a list of 3 things they have appreciated and 
enjoyed that day either at St Mary's or at home.  Click here for some 
more ideas for gratitude activities for children. 
 

Testing 
If you have any concerns that you, your child or any member of your 
family may have symptoms of coronavirus, you can now be tested.  

Please visit the NHS website here and scroll down until you 
see this: 
 

 
 

If you are an essential worker and have symptoms, you can go to the 
Gov.UK website and ask for a test from there.  Click here to take you 
to their page. Please keep us informed of any testing results.  Thank 
you. 
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