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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 25 – 1st April 2022 

Dear Families, 
 
Thank you for your understanding last 
week whilst I, and several other         
members of staff, were unwell. I am 
now fit and Covid free and have        
enjoyed being back in school this week. 
 
I also bring you some wonderful news. 
As you know, Mrs. Wills was relocating 
to Scotland with her husband's work. 
However, she contacted me to say that 
this was no longer going ahead and she 
would be remaining locally. At this 
point, Steff Lifely, who is more than 
aware of the changes that have taken 
place this year, expressed she felt Mrs. 
Wills should remain in Reception for  
continuity for the children and staff and 
is happy to help us out in other areas 
should we need her.  
 
This shows the love that St. Mary’s has 
for the children and therefore I am 
pleased to say that Mrs. Wills is         
delighted to be remaining with us. 
 
Wrap up warm this weekend! 
 

With warm regards, 
Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher
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Reception 
It has been lovely having everyone back together again this week and having a ‘full family’, as we call it, most days. In 
phonics we have continued to learn new sounds ‘igh’ and ‘air’. We practised spelling words using letters on card, 
writing words and sentences as well as playing phonics games on the interactive board to help us develop our      
reading skills. Using pictures of farm animals, we wrote sentences about the animals, and we also created our own 
farm scenes by cutting out pictures or drawing our own animals. In maths, we learnt about double numbers to ten 
and have started to learn about half numbers.  When sharing a quantity in half, we discovered that each half had to 
be ‘the same/equal’ and we investigated this by breaking towers of cubes in half and comparing each tower to check 
it had the same number of cubes. This was developed further by sharing quantities between two then four people. In 
RE we learnt about The Easter Story and the children were able to discuss whether Judas was a kind friend to Jesus 
or not.  There were aspects of the story that they found sad and other aspects that they were amazed about, and 
some children could even relate the story to one of the songs we have been learning for Easter.    

 

Year One 
It has been lovely to have the children all back together this week. Thank you so much for everything you have been 
doing at home to support your child’s learning. We continued our learning about character description, with some 
children using wonderful similes to describe Beegu. Zach said Beegu had ‘skin as bright as a star’ and a ‘nose like a 
banana’. We have been learning about arrays in maths. We went on a hunt to find them in our school environment 
and we found so many including rows and columns of windows, baskets, peg boards and book cases. We continued 
our learning about absorbency and created galaxy paintings using food colouring on different paper types. We also 
started to write our own information texts about Earth to help Beegu learn about our planet. In DT we learnt new 
vocabulary such as ‘axle’, ‘chassis’ and ‘engine’ whilst drawing designs for our moon buggy makes. Specifically, we 
had to think carefully about how we were going to enable our buggy to move once built. In PE we learnt a street 
dance routine and concentrated hard to move in time to the music. We also learnt to create our own moves and 
demonstrate them in a performance circle. Our focus in phonics this week has been split digraphs (e.g. ‘o_e’ in 
home). In our guided reading groups, we have been reading and learning about Neil Armstrong. We have also been 
practising our special song for the Easter service! 

Easter Event and Easter Bonnet Parade - Wednesday 6th April from 2.30pm 
Don’t forget that next Wednesday 6th April, the Friends of St. Mary’s School (FoSMS) are holding an Easter event 
after school at 3.00pm until 4.15pm.  There will be an egg hunt as well as biscuit decorating, cakes and face painting! 
Before this, though, we will be opening the school door at 2.30pm as we will be holding an Easter Bonnet Parade in 
School.  You are welcome to come in and watch the children in their hats and bonnets.  Please can you help your 
child make their Easter hat at home and then they can bring it in to school in the morning on Wednesday 6th April.   
 
On Thursday 7th April we will be holding our Easter Service in St. Mary’s Church at 10.00am.  It should not last more 
than 30-40 minutes if you are able to attend.  The children will be reading and singing, with Rev.’d Canon Toby 
Wright and Laverne Williams in attendance.   
 
Please remember that on Friday 8th April, we will be breaking up for the Easter holidays at 1.00pm.  This then allows 
those families who have children to collect from The Batt School, time to get there to collect their older children at 
1.15pm.  Many thanks. 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception       

Do cows         

drink          

milk? 

Year One 

MOON ZOOM! 

Year Two               

The Scented Garden 
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Forest School with Year Two 

On Monday 21st March, Year 2 went to Forest School. First we sat in a fire circle and listened to the Forest School 
rules. We also collected firewood. After that we planted trees then we had hot chocolate and biscuits. I got to plant a 
Christmas tree as well.  By Sim  
 
On Monday 21st March, Year 2 went to Forest School. First we sat in a fire circle and listened to the Forest School 
rules. Next we helped Miss Atkinson with the risk assessments. After that we planted saplings. There was a Crab  
Apple, Rowan and a Hawthorn. After that, Miss Atkinson made a fire and she talked about fire safety.  By Isabella F.  
 
Miss Atkinson used wood to make the fire. Me and Leonie put out the fire. Leonie went first and I went second but 
we had to go into the fire pit area. It was fun!  By Ciara 
 
First we got into groups then we dug a hole with a spade. Next we put the sapling in the hole then put soil around it. 
After that we put a bamboo stick next to it to hold it up.  By Elsie  
 
Next term, Year 2 will be going to The Batt School once a week for Forest School as part of their transition process. 
Let's hope that the warmer weather returns for us!  I still need to confirm the dates with The Batt but will let you 
know as soon as possible. The Year 2s have also been busy this week with their plans for a new mud kitchen area 
outside the Reception class at St. Mary’s, making signs to protect new plants from being trampled on and thinking 
about creating raised beds for new plants to grow. If anyone can spare any gardening equipment or old tyres, we 
would love to use them for our gardening project.  Many thanks.   Miss Atkinson 
 

 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Forgiveness. ‘Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.’ 

Colossians 3.13 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 
After School Clubs 
We will be sending out a Clubs letter for the summer term shortly.  Please ensure you return it by the deadline for 
your child to be offered at least one club of their choice. Thank you. 
 
Breakfast Club 
We will be continuing our Breakfast Club next term and will send out a form for completion and return next week.  
Please ensure you complete this and return it before the start of the summer term to ensure your child’s place.  If 
you have any questions about Breakfast Club, please ask the office. 
 
Walking Bus 
Thank you to all of you who responded to our Walking Bus initiative.  We are just arranging the staffing for a few 
days each week, initially, and we will be able to share more information with those parents who have indicated they 
would like to use it, next week. 
 
 
 
Celebration Assembly - every Friday afternoon 
Today in Celebration Assembly, we celebrated   
Jessie’s Horse-Riding achievement, Ciara’s and  
Isabella’s gymnastic certificates and Sophie’s and 
Hettie’s medals from WOAPA. Sophie and Hettie 
also performed in front of the whole school. Well 
done to all of you! 
 
 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL EASTER BONNET PARADE ALL WELCOME 2.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S EASTER EVENT ALL 3.00-4.15pm 

THURSDAY 7TH APRIL EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 10.00am 

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL END OF SPRING TERM ALL 1.00pm 

MONDAY 25TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

FRIDAY 6TH MAY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS 

 10.00am 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY JUBILEE SUMMER FAIR ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

