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Dear Families, 
 
This week we have been busy practising for 
our Easter Service which you are all       
welcome to attend on Thursday 7th April 
at 10.00am at St. Mary's Church.  
 
The FoSMS have also been busy planning 
for an after school Easter event on 
Wednesday 6th April. We would also like 
to hold an Easter Bonnet Parade at 2.30pm 
in school on this day. Therefore, please 
could you help your child make a bonnet at 
home and then bring it into school on the 
morning of 6th? If possible, can it be 
brought to school in a bag or carried so not 
to spoil the surprise at the parade!  
 
Yesterday, Elizabeth Knowles one of our 
Foundation Governors, visited us to     
monitor the teaching and learning of  
phonics across the school. I                        
accompanied Elizabeth on her visit and it 
was lovely to see the children engaged in, 
and enjoying, their learning. They were 
certainly showing our value of love and our 
motto, 'together we love to learn and learn 
to love'. 
 
The Library has had a revamp and this 
week the Year 2 children visited it to find 
books connected to their Scented Garden 
topic. Next week, the Year 1 children will 
be going in small groups to visit the Library. 
I wonder if they will find any Space books 
in there?  
 
Have a lovely, sunny weekend. 
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher
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Reception 
For our topic work this week we thought about which foods are made from milk such as cheese, butter and yoghurt 
and we also considered how else we eat or drink milk and a couple of the suggestions were ‘with cereal’ or 
‘milkshakes’ or in a batter such as pancakes. We then discussed why we keep milk in a fridge and what would happen 
to the milk if it was not kept in the fridge. So to link in with science week we are carrying out our own investigation 
and there is a pint of milk in the classroom which we are observing every day. The wet weather did not stop us     
having fun in the garden where children cooperated to build their own ramps with the guttering for the balls to       
travel down and along. The ramps kept being modified for steepness and length. In phonics, we used letters on card 
to help us practise our segmenting skills to spell new words as we learnt new sounds this week. We also had to really 
concentrate when we wrote sentences, and tried to remember how to form our letters correctly. In maths, we have 
continued to learn about the composition of numbers e.g. ‘6’ can be six 1s or 2 lots of 3 or 3 lots of 2.  

 

Year One 
Year 1 have enjoyed a week filled with opportunities to be curious scientists as part of British Science Week. We 
watched videos of the rover on Mars and looked at how its wheels were different to those of cars. We considered 
the materials the rover was made from and their purpose. We researched key characteristics of Mars and created 
our own creatures that could survive in such an extreme habitat. Some animals had very long eyelashes to keep the 
dust out, some relied upon carbon dioxide to breathe and others had wide splayed toes so that they could easily 
scamper across the ground. Children also had opportunities to choose their own science experiments from the books 
around the classroom; this included potion making, plane launching and rockets zooming along strings. So much     
fantastic discussion occurred and I was so impressed with the vocabulary they were using including words such as 
‘resistance’, ‘force’ and ‘expanding’. In English this week, Charlie received some special post from Windmill Primary, 
who he wrote to last term to ask if they could help him remember the story of Theseus and the Minotaur. We had 
great fun acting the stories out as a class - the children were excited when they heard there was a character called 
Ariadne! Our maths has been very active this week as we have continued learning to count in different ways          
including 2s, 5s and 10s. We have been singing lots of songs to help us remember. As part of the children’s self        
directed learning, most of the class worked together to create an incredible puppet show on Thursday. There were 
many preparations that had to take place before the show could start including designing the theatre, making tickets 
and staff lanyards, organising and ordering the seat numbers. It was such a purposeful and fun learning experience. I 
heard there are grand plans to develop an amphitheatre next! 

Year Two 

In English, we did some script writing from our story, recording a conversation between the Prince and the kindly 
servant who informed the Prince he had been tricked by the evil Troll Queen. By the end of the week we finally 
reached the end of our long journey with The Princess and the White Bear by Tanya Robyn Batt and we are pleased 
to report it all ended happily ever after with the marriage of the Prince and Princess. However, not everyone was 
quite so happy. The Troll Queen was 'enraged with fury' said Sim, 'furious' suggested Joshua Smith and Abi, 'so angry, 
mad, very cross' said Arthur, Connie and Jessie. We wrote an angry letter of complaint to the King from the furious 
Troll Queen.  In Maths this week, we started our new topic on Geometry by identifying and describing the properties 
of 2D shapes, including the number of sides. We recognised and named 2D and 3D shapes in different orientations 
and proportions, and differentiated between them. We identified and counted the number of sides and vertices for a 
range of 2D shapes. We explored vertices outside and completed a tally chart of our findings. We also tried hard to 
draw a range of shapes using square paper and a ruler. 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception       

Do cows         

drink          

milk? 

Year One 

MOON ZOOM! 

Year Two               

The Scented Garden 
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Messages and Notices 
 

World Down Syndrome Day - Monday 21st March - Wear your odd socks! 
World Down Syndrome Day is a global awareness day which has been officially observed by the United Nations 
since 2012.  The date being the 21st day of the 3rd month, was selected to signify the uniqueness of the triplication 
(trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which causes Down syndrome.  You 
can find out more on their website here. The United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities calls for “full and effective        
participation and inclusion in society”. However, in today’s reality people 
with Down syndrome and disabilities do not benefit from full and        
effective participation and inclusion in society. One reason is a lack of 
agreed understanding about what inclusion is and what inclusive systems 
look like in practice. Let’s help support World Down Syndrome Day by 
wearing odd socks on Monday 21st March for a small donation.  We’re 
sure the children will have fun choosing their socks for the day!  Thank you. 
 
Thank You! 
A big thank you to the Friends of St. Mary’s School who have donated some money towards the Reception trip to 
the Cotswold Farm Park at the end of the month to reduce the cost for parents.  As there are fewer children in our 
Reception class, it makes a big difference to the overall cost of a trip, so the support of FoSMS with this, is very 
much appreciated. The Friends have also been in touch with us as they have some money they would like us to 
spend! We are currently looking into upgrading the children’s IT provision in school and we will let you know when 
we have placed an order with the FoSMS. 
 
Year 2 Next Week 
On Monday, Mrs. Lifely and Mrs. Wilson will both be attending a Maths Curriculum day at The Batt School where 
they will join the EYFS and KS1 team from The Batt, to work together to create a new EYFS Maths Curriculum. This 
will be facilitated by Nathan Crook, an independent maths consultant along with Ellie Doughton who leads Maths 
across both schools. Therefore, Miss Atkinson will be teaching in Year 2 on Monday and will be taking the class to 
another Forest School session at The Batt School. Therefore, please could the children come into school dressed 
appropriately for Forest School (wellies can be brought in to put on just before we leave) and bring their uniform 
to change into  afterwards. Thank you. 
 
Red Nose Day - Comic Relief 
The children looked wonderful today dressed in their red outfits in support of comic Relief.  Thank you for helping 
them support this cause.  You have raised over £73 so far, so thank you all very much! 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Forgiveness. ‘Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.’ 

Colossians 3.13 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 21ST MARCH WEAR ODD SOCKS TO SCHOOL FOR A SMALL 

DONATION TO WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 24TH MARCH YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE PLANETARIUM IN THE 

CORN EXCHANGE 

Y1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 31ST MARCH RECEPTION TRIP TO COTSWOLD FARM PARK RECEPTIOON IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL EASTER BONNET PARADE ALL WELCOME 2.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S EASTER EVENT ALL 3.00-4.15pm 

THURSDAY 7TH APRIL EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 10.00am 

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL END OF SPRING TERM ALL 1.00pm 

MONDAY 25TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

FRIDAY 6TH MAY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS 

 10.00am 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY JUBILEE SUMMER FAIR ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm 

The Library 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

