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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 23 – 12th March 2021 

Dear Families, 
 
The full opening of school this week has 
been fantastic for everyone and we have 
thoroughly enjoyed welcoming back your 
lovely children. The school is once again 
full of life, love and laughter and the      
children are delighted to be back with their 
friends and teachers. Drop off and pick up 
times have been really smooth and we 
thank you for your cooperation in keeping 
everyone as safe as possible at these times 
by socially distancing, wearing masks and 
arriving and leaving promptly. Please do 
continue to communicate with us if you or 
your child have any concerns or anxieties 
and we will do our best to help. 
 
Our two new Interim Headteachers, Donna 
Roberts and Sara Holland, will be visiting 
the staff over the coming weeks and        
preparing to take over from me after      
Easter. I know they are looking forward to 
being at St Mary’s for the summer term 
and are very much looking forward to 
meeting the children and parents. 
 
To all the amazing Mums, Grandmas and 
Aunties who support the children of St 
Mary’s, have a lovely Mothering Sunday 
this weekend! 
 
Kind regards, 
Claire Doland  
Acting Headteacher 
 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
We had a fantastic PE session on 
Wednesday afternoon focusing on 
specific movement skills. Some 
movements were incorporated 
into an action song ‘I’m riding on 
my bike’ and we had great fun 
pretending to get on our bicycles 
and travel around the classroom in 
different ways. 

Year One                         
Year One have  returned 
to school full of “loving 
to learn” and excitement 
to see their friends. They 
have worked amazingly 
hard at playing team 
games and on their     
individual learning. It has 
been wonderful to have 
our happy Year One  
family back together 
again!  

Year Two                         
In PHSE this week, we 
completed an activity 
called ‘All About Me’. 
We discussed our 
strengths and talents, 
our favourite things 
and said why it was 
good to be me!  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Justice.                                      
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - We will be practising our segmenting for spelling skills during our phonics sessions 
when we will write some phonetic sentences using all the phase 3 sounds we have learnt so 
far. We will also write some labels and captions for our classroom displays.  
 
Maths -  This week we are revisiting our learning on partitioning numbers and finding pairs of 
numbers that total the number. We will match sets of objects to addition sentences and 
begin to see that addition is commutative, i.e. 5+3 is the same as 3+5.  
 
Topic - We will carry out a simple investigation involving milk and will also consider where wool comes from and 
what we use wool for. We will attempt to build our own farms using various construction resources.  

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will be focusing on our key text ‘Man on the Moon, a day in the life of Bob’ by 
Simon Bartram, acting out and sequencing the story, identifying the story opening and setting, 
build up, problem, resolution and ending.  
 
Maths -  We will be learning to tell the time to the hour and half past the hour and explore 
time problems. We will order the days of the week and months of the year. 
 
Topic - We will be finding out about NASA and the Mars Rover Perseverance, (or Percy, as it is 
known). We will then consider designing, labelling and naming our very own space explorer. What a super fun filled 
week of learning it will be, especially as we are dressing up as Superheroes on Friday too!  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

 
English - In our spelling lessons, we will be revisiting our Year 1 and Year 2 common            
exception words.  We will also be working in small groups to complete reading                   
comprehension activities. 
 
Maths -  We will spend next week working in small groups to consolidate last term's learning. 
 
Topic - We will be planting sunflower seeds and writing instructions on how to grow them. 
In RE we will continue to learn about the Easter story. 
In PE we will be focusing on being creative whilst working on our ball skills.  

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception       

Do           

cows         

drink          

milk? 

Year One - 

MOON 

ZOOM! 

Year Two       

The Scented 

Garden 
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Messages & Notices 
 

FOSMS Easter Egg Decorating Competition - Monday 15th March - Friday 26th March 
The Friends of St. Mary’s are running an egg decorating competition before the end of term.  You will find a flyer 
attached to your ParentMail today.  Your child will have the opportunity to buy a wooden egg in school for £2 and 
take it home to decorate in their most imaginative way.  Then they can bring them back in to school for judging on 
Friday 26th March. (Please remember to put your child’s name on it!) The winners will be announced on Monday 
29th March. Every entry will receive a small treat! The eggs will be on sale at the end of each day inside school from 
Monday 15th March. Children can bring in an envelope or small bag with their £2 in exchange for an egg. 
 
Friday 19th March - Comic Relief Day 
We are all dressing-up as Superheroes next Friday for Comic Relief!  If your child would like to bring in a donation to 
support this worthy cause, it would be really appreciated.   
 
Breakfast Club Restarting 
You will have received a ParentMail informing you that Breakfast Club is restarting as from next Monday albeit a 
little differently.  We will be holding it in the School Hall and so the facilities are different.  It will still run from 8am 
Monday to Friday.  If you would like to book a place but didn’t manage to by the deadline, please email the office 
directly and we can let you know if there are places on your required days.  You will receive confirmation of how 
much and how to pay when places have been booked.  Please let us know if you have any queries. 
 
Reception Class Morning Drop-Off 
Next week, commencing 15th March, we will continue to use the lane for the Reception children to be dropped off 
at the big gate in the mornings.  It seems to have been working well and the children have been very happy coming 
in.  Please continue to socially distance and wear masks and leave the lane promptly.  We will continue to review this 
up to the Easter break.  If you have any concerns or issues, please email the school office.  
 
Rapid Lateral Flow Home Testing Kits for Households 
Although the number of Covid 19 cases continues to diminish across Oxfordshire, we remain vigilant and cautious 
within school and our risk assessments are as detailed as ever. With lateral flow testing now available for parents 
and carers too, we are confident that any reported cases will be isolated quickly. We are very grateful to all those 
who are participating in the twice weekly testing and encourage you to order your kits if you have not already signed 
up for this.  
 
You can collect packs of home test kits at a collection point, or order on-line for home delivery. Further details,         
including location of collection points, can be found here. 

 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney


“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

Messages & Notices 
 

 
Miss Atkinson - Forest School Training 
“This week I was very excited to be back at Hill End for my Forest School Leader training sessions. One of the many 
things I learnt was how to use a bow saw and palm drill to make tree cookies!”   

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 15TH MARCH WOODEN EGGS CAN BE BOUGH FOR            

DECORATING COMPETITION 

ALL YEARS END OF SCHOOL 

DAY 

FRIDAY 19TH MARCH COMIC RELIEF - DRESS AS YOUR FAVOURITE 

SUPERHERO 

ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 22ND MARCH SCIENCE WEEK ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 26TH MARCH EGG DECORATING COMPETITION DEADLINE ALL YEARS  

MONDAY 29TH MARCH EGG DECORATING WINNERS ANNOUNCED ALL YEARS  

THURSDAY 1ST APRIL END OF TERM FINISH TIMES Y1 

Y2 

Rec 

1.05pm 

1.10pm 

1.15pm 

MONDAY 19TH APRIL 2021 SUMMER TERM STARTS  NORMAL TIMES 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

