
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 23 – 11th March 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

What a wonderful week we had and the 
signs of spring have given us all a boost! 
 
We firstly wanted to let you know that we 
have a new Teaching Assistant joining us 
next week, Trish Rodrigues. We know that 
she will be welcomed by everyone into our 
fabulous team.  
 
Our two Oxford Brookes students, Lucy and 
Lisa, have finished their first placement 
with us but we are delighted that they will 
be returning in May for their final 6 week 
placement. 
 
Thank you for your responses about our 
walking bus. We are expecting it to be up 
and running for the first week after Easter 
but we will keep you posted.  
 
This week we had a whole staff curriculum 
training session, looking at what makes St. 
Mary’s extra special and what we offer our 
children as well as what our intention is by 
the time our children leave. It was a won-
derful insight into the amazing offer we 
give our children here. We will share this 
when it is formalised.  
 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
 

With warm regards, 
Charlie Barwell,  
Executive Headteacher

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 
We have continued to think about the signs of spring this week and it was with great excitement that we spotted 
frogspawn in the pond in the Reception Class garden. This led onto the children going pond dipping to see what else 
they might discover living in the pond and for a chance to closely observe the frogspawn. This activity also promoted 
some fantastic ‘writing for a purpose’ as the children were able to do some recount writing. They wrote the sentence 
‘I went pond dipping’, sounding out one word at a time and some children were then able to compose their own  
sentences. There were some amazing illustrations too. Our RE learning also linked into our pond dipping as we       
continued to learn that spring is about new life as we began learning about the lifecycle of frogs. For our topic we 
thought about the question ‘Do cows drink milk?’ We decided that grown up cows drink water but calves drink milk. 
In maths we learnt about the number 9 and that when it is made with multi-link cubes it forms a square shape (4  
corners and four sides of equal length).  We looked at the rows and columns too and saw that 9 was made with 3 lots 
of 3. We also thought about the different parts we could have to make the ‘whole’ e.g. 8 and 1 or 5 and 4.  

 

Year One 
We have had a very creative week. We started by designing and describing our own planets for Beegu to live on. We 
then used the virtual reality app Quiver to bring our planets to life! Next, we designed spacecraft to get to our     
planets and used joining techniques such as slots, flanges and L-braces to create models using recyclable materials. 
We explored Nasa’s website for children (https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/) to answer research questions, including 
those about nebulae and black holes. We learnt to place the planets of our solar system in order and tested our 
space knowledge by debating scientific ideas such as, which is the odd one out, the Sun, the Earth or the Moon? 
Why? In maths, we have been comparing length and height using non-standard units such as cubes and paper clips. 
We had fun measuring routes for toy cars in cubes. Some children started measuring in cm too. We also revised 
counting in 2s. In English, our focus this week has been using adjectives to describe. We created a role-on-the-wall of 
Beegu and covered her in words that we thought best described her appearance and personality. We also began  
creating characters ready for our work on writing character descriptions next week. In RE we began our learning 
about Easter with a focus on Palm Sunday and why we celebrate it.  

Year Two 

Wow! What an amazing week, the children have worked incredibly hard. We have seen some fantastic writing from 
the Year 2s, who have really embraced poetry with such enthusiasm. We took our inspiration from our surroundings 
and the signs of spring, enjoying cloud gazing and pond spotting. Their work includes alliteration, repeated phrases 
and rhyme, all of which have a dramatic impact on the reader. (I will try to make a class anthology for you all to    
enjoy).  As part of our topic work, we have followed instructions to make our very own biodegradable pots, YouTube 
instructions made it look easy! However, with a lot of perseverance, we got there and we were able to start sowing 
our seeds - Sunflowers and Sweet Peas. We have discussed what plants need to grow and are hoping that we have 
enough patience to wait for signs of life.  We are exhausted after a hard and tiring climb up the glass mountain in the 
role of the Princess! We talked about how the reader knows that this is a difficult thing to do. We highlighted          
significant words and explored the vocabulary, suggesting synonyms for 'exhausted' and 'tired'. We tried hard to use 
new vocabulary to write a diary entry, in the role of the Princess, about the climb. Later in the story she says that her 
gifts are 'not for sale for gold or money.' We discussed what we think this means and talked about things they have 
that are most precious to them. We wrote about our special things highlighting what it is about them that puts them 
beyond a price. In Maths, we constructed and interpreted simple pictograms. We asked and answered questions by 
counting the number of objects in each category and sorting them by quantity, and then constructed more complex  
pictograms where part symbols are used. We interpreted more complex data counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to reach the 
totals. We asked and answered questions about totalling and comparing categorical data for simple block diagrams. 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception       

Do cows         

drink          

milk? 

Year One 

MOON ZOOM! 

Year Two               

The Scented Garden 

https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/


“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

Messages and Notices 
 

Red Nose Day - Friday 18th March 
We can’t believe it’s Comic Relief Day next week already! We are inviting the children to come in to school wearing 
something RED to support this amazing cause, in exchange for a small donation.  They can wear anything from just a 
red top, red bows to red all over! We are looking forward to it! 
 
World Down Syndrome Day - Monday 21st March - Wear your odd socks! 
World Down Syndrome Day is a global awareness day which has been 
officially observed by the United Nations since 2012.  The date being the 
21st day of the 3rd month, was selected to signify the uniqueness of the 
triplication (trisomy) of the 21st chromosome which causes Down         
syndrome.  You can find out more on their website here. The United      
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities calls for  
“full and effective participation and inclusion in society”. However, in 
today’s reality people with Down syndrome and disabilities do not benefit 
from full and effective participation and inclusion in society. One reason is 
a lack of agreed understanding about what inclusion is and what inclusive systems look like in practice. Let’s help 
support World Down Syndrome Day by wearing odd socks on Monday 21st March for a small donation.  We’re sure 
the children will have fun choosing their socks for the day!  Thank you. 
 
Return to School after Illness 
With several bugs going around we would like to remind you of the School’s Policy regarding returning to School 
after a bout of illness.  If your child has been sick and/or had an upset stomach, they should not return to School for 
48 hours.  This is to help everyone stop the spread of infection throughout the School and especially amongst the 
children. Thank you for your help with this. 
 
Collection Boards 
Before the pandemic, parents would pop 
into the office and write on our ‘collection 
boards’ to let us know if their child was   
going to be going home with someone other 
than a parent.  Obviously, over the past 2 
years this has not been possible.  However, 
we would like to encourage you to do this. 
Just write your child’s name on the            
appropriate day for their class, and then the 
name of the person collecting them.  Please 
remember that the office needs to have a 
contact number for anyone collecting your 
child, so if they are someone new, please let 
us know. Regular pick up arrangements, for 
example, with Farmhouse or a child minder, will automatically be added to the sheet each week. Don’t forget if 
something transpires during the day and you need to change the collection arrangements at short notice, just call or 
email the office and we’ll record it on the sheet for you. If you have any questions, please do ask the office.  Thank 
you. 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Forgiveness. ‘Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.’ 

Colossians 3.13 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

https://www.worlddownsyndromeday.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Executive Head’s Weekly Message 
 

Dear Families, 
 

It was wonderful to meet with the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion parent body again this week and we thank Alison 
Spicer for joining us and representing The Batt governing body. These are always very useful meetings where        
people's knowledge and interests are able to be shared. We have a statement of intention that we will share next, 
showing any actions we are implementing.  
 
I also had the pleasure of attending an ODST, Early Years training session with our EYFS teachers yesterday, led by  
Early Excellence. I felt extremely privileged to hear about the existing good practices but also to hear about the       
exciting plans going forward.  
 
Lastly, thank you for all the donations for Ukraine received today - your generosity has been overwhelming as usual.  
 
Enjoy your weekend.  
 

Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher 
St. Mary’s Infant and The Batt Primary Schools 
 
 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH COMIC RELIEF - RED NOSE DAY: WEAR          

SOMETHING RED IN EXCHANGE FOR A SMALL 

DONATION 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 21ST MARCH WEAR ODD SOCKS TO SCHOOL FOR A SMALL 

DONATION TO WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 24TH MARCH YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE PLANETARIUM IN THE 

CORN EXCHANGE 

Y1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 31ST MARCH RECEPTION TRIP TO COTSWOLD FARM PARK RECEPTIOON IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S EASTER EVENT ALL 3.00-4.15pm 

THURSDAY 7TH APRIL EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 10.00am 

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL END OF SPRING TERM ALL 1.00pm 

MONDAY 25TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

FRIDAY 6TH MAY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS 

 10.00am 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY JUBILEE SUMMER FAIR ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

