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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 22 – 4th March 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

This week has felt like we have finally        
returned to normal, with face-to-face       
Parents’ Evenings and World Book Day       
celebrations in school. Yesterday we had 
some wonderful hat creations including 'The 
Tiger Who Came to Tea', ‘The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark' and 'The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff' as well as some great costumes -      
Mr. Bump, Harry and His Bucket of Dinosaurs 
and Greg from Diary of a Wimpy Kid.  Thank 
you for all your time and effort that went 
into making World Book Day special for the      
children.  
 

We also took part in The Oxfordshire Book 
Awards. The children listened to four stories 
throughout the day and then had to vote for 
their favourite title. These are the books and 
the results:  

 
1st 
 
 
             2nd 
 
 
3rd 
 
 
 
             4th 
 

We will let the Book Awards organisers know 
our choice and will await the overall results! 
 

Please can I remind you that next Tuesday, 
8th March, at 6.00pm we are holding our 
RSHE (Relationships, Sex and Health           
Education) Curriculum Meeting in the school 
hall if you wish to attend. 
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson, Assistant Headteacher

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 

This week the children have been settling back into the daily routines and have been trying hard to remember all their 
learning behaviours such as using their listening ears, concentrating, sharing and waiting their turn. In phonics the children 
have been working on their segmenting for spelling and writing skills and we are revisiting how to write letters with the 
correct formation. We even used letter stampers in the play dough to help us spell our own names and words. In maths we 
have been looking at the faces on a dice and seeing if the children can recognise the spot pattern and name the number 
instantly (subitising) rather than having to count the spots. We watched the ‘Numberblocks’ episode for number Seven 
and decided we really liked this number as it is made with all the colours of the rainbow. For our follow up work the        
children had to think about the food the Numberblocks took to a picnic and whether it was fair or not? They also had to 
work out which food could be shared equally between the Numberblock characters. During learning through play time the 
children were encouraged to match Numicon pieces to the correct number pebble. In RE we started to consider if it is now 
spring and what signs of spring we may have seen. The children have been challenged to spot signs of spring on their way 
to and from school. 

 

Year One 

Year One have had a brilliant start to the term. We are very excited to start our new topic exploring space. We started by 
thinking about research questions we would like to answer such as what is in a black hole? Does the Sun move? What is 
that swirl on Jupiter? The class enjoyed creating oil pastel prints of different space images and then experimented with 
watercolours on top of their prints - the oil pastel resisted the water! We began our learning about materials and the     
children scoured the classroom for examples of different materials on a scavenger hunt. In maths, we have been              
consolidating our learning of numbers to 50 by playing lots of games and building numbers using tens and ones. In English, 
we started reading our new class text ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon. The children were so empathetic with Beegu after she 
crash-landed on our planet. They created freeze frames then spoke about how they thought she would be feeling.  
We had a wonderful World Book Day filled with so many amazing hats and costumes. The children so enjoyed all the 
different stories they heard and their live workshop with author Catherine Rayner. It was so lovely to meet with you all for 
parents’ evening. Thank you so much for all your support at both home and school. 

Year Two 
 

Year 2 have had lots of fun this week, starting with learning and performing a poem linked to our topic, The Scented     
Garden. They learnt the poem quickly and enjoyed adding actions and performing it altogether. We then altered the way 
in which we performed the poem making it trickier for the children and they embraced the challenge and continued to 
perform beautifully. They were so keen and excited that they decided to write their own verses to add to the poem.      
Together we studied the repeated phrases and the structure of the poem and the children produced wonderful examples 
of their own. The children also enjoyed improving their watercolour skills. We built on what we had learnt last term and 
really noticed how the water makes the paint flow. They produced some stunning observational paintings ready for our 
display.   
In Maths this week we began our new topic on statistics. We introduced relevant vocabulary for the children to              
understand and use. We learnt that Information, also known as data, can be recorded in tally charts. These charts make 
information easier for others to read and understand. We discussed how a tally chart is a method of collecting information 
quickly and uses lines, called tally marks, to represent information.  
The Princess and The White Bear King by Tanya Robyn Batt is getting really exciting for us now. We dived a bit further into 
the story and we are able to see if our thoughts, ideas and predictions have been correct. We are also making other      
connections. The artefacts which Mrs. Lifely brought in on our first day that we based our own story around, are now 
starting to appear in this story and we are keen to read on to see what happens. We have also mapped the Princess’     
journey to the base of the glass mountain and wonder what will happen next. 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... Reception       

Do cows         

drink          

milk? 

Year One 

MOON ZOOM! 

Year Two               

The Scented Garden 
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Messages and Notices 
 

Staffing Update 
It is with mixed emotions that I am letting you know that Mrs. Wills is leaving us at Easter. She has an exciting move 
to Scotland ahead of her but I know that she is sad to leave all the fabulous children and staff at St. Mary’s. I think 
we will put a ban on husbands agreeing to relocating for work without running them past me first! 
 

We are, however, very lucky to have finally got Mrs. Lifely to join us as the new, permanent, full time teacher for 
the Reception class. She is beyond excited and is already spending time with the staff and children so that the    
transition will be smooth.  
 

Year 1 will continue to have Miss Elam as their full time, permanent teacher and Year 2 will continue to have Mrs. 
Wilson and Miss Atkinson.  
 

Day for Ukraine - Friday 11th March 
We have been approached, along with many schools, by RAF Brize Norton as they are organising a huge                
humanitarian support project for those affected by the conflict in Ukraine.  We are therefore holding a Day for 
Ukraine on Friday 11th March and invite the children to come to school in blue/yellow clothes along with a           
donation which will be sent via a JustGiving Page to fund the British Red Cross and their Ukraine appeal.  There will 
also be a list of items which the BRC are collecting as donations from the public. We will give you more information 
about this as soon as we know.  In the meantime, we hope you and the children will help us support this huge relief 
effort next Friday, as we keep the people of Ukraine in our thoughts and prayers. Thank you. 
 
 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Forgiveness. ‘Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive others.’ 

Colossians 3.13 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

WORLD BOOK DAY 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW


“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

Executive Head’s Weekly Message 
 

Dear Families, 
 

It has been wonderful to see the schools 'back to normal', with a nearly full complement of staff and pupils. Just 
what we all needed given the emotional and devastating situation in the world currently.   
 

I was remarking to Mrs. Dunstan how lovely it was to see children from both schools mixing at the pancake day races 
- thank you to the parent associations for organising this.  
 

Thursday was World Book Day and the array of hats and costumes was inspiring. Seeing and hearing the children in 
both schools, so excited about their favourite books and expressing their love of reading, was heartwarming.  
 

Also thank you to the parents of St. Mary's children for letting us know their preferences for the new 'walking bus' to 
The Batt every day. We are now in a position to start looking at staffing and will get back to you as soon as possible.  
 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 

Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher 
St. Mary’s Infant and The Batt Primary Schools 
 
 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 7TH MARCH EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT THE BATT SCHOOL 

 10.00am 

TUESDAY 8TH MARCH CURRICULUM EVENING IN SCHOOL ALL PARENTS 6.00pm 

FRIDAY 11TH MARCH DAY FOR UKRAINE - WEAR YELLOW/BLUE ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH MARCH COMIC RELIEF - RED NOSE DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 21ST MARCH WEAR ODD SOCKS FOR A DONATION TO 

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S EASTER EVENT ALL 3.00-4.15pm 

THURSDAY 7TH APRIL EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH ALL WELCOME 10.00am 

FRIDAY 8TH APRIL END OF SPRING TERM ALL 1.00pm 

MONDAY 25TH APRIL SUMMER TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

FRIDAY 6TH MAY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT ST. MARY’S INFANTS 

 10.00am 

SATURDAY 21ST MAY JUBILEE SUMMER FAIR ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.30pm 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

