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Dear Families,
This week our children enjoyed
participating in our Australian Wildlife
Fundraising event and had great fun
jumping like kangaroos, wiggling like
wombats and climbing like koalas. Many
thanks to all of our families for supporting
the inspiring children of St Mary’s to look
beyond themselves, ask ‘big questions’ and
think globally about life. You raised a
magnificent £149.61 for the WWF's
Australian Wildlife and Nature Recovery
Fund.
I am sure you will have been following the
latest developments regarding the
Coronavirus outbreak. We continue to
follow all advice from Public Health
England in relation to the outbreak and
specifically in relation to schools. Here, we
always encourage our children to follow
good hygiene habits around handwashing
and disposal of tissues in an age
appropriate way. At present, we have no
information to indicate that there is any
risk to any pupils or staff at St Mary's. In
the event that there is any change in
advice from Public Health England, or that I
become aware of a specific risk, I will
inform parents without delay.
I look forward to meeting with you next
Tuesday or Thursday at our Parent
Meetings. There will be the opportunity
for you to look at your child’s books and
light refreshments will be served.
Kind regards,
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

Celebration of Learning
Reception
We were very excited
to discover frog spawn
in our pond this week.
This was a fantastic
opportunity to
enhance our RE and
‘Understanding the
World’ learning about
spring. The children
are now eagerly
awaiting the arrival of
some tadpoles.

Year One
Year One have
returned to school
full of energy and
ready to learn. In
their PSHE lesson
they all worked
together patiently,
taking turns, mixing
ingredients and
waiting to toss the
pancakes they had
made. They were
really tasty!

Year Two
In Year Two this week we have
been learning about apostrophes
with the help of Mr. Johnson’s bat
puppet, Bammel. We used his
favourite food, macaroni, instead
of apostrophes to write a phrase.
Bammel went missing so we put
up posters around the school and
today we found out he had been
away on holiday!

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Forgiveness.
The theme for next week is ‘Turning Over a New Leaf.’
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will listen to the story ‘What the Ladybird Heard’ by Julia Donaldson and discuss
which parts we liked and didn’t like and any parts that puzzled us. We will look carefully at
the maps in the book and link this to what we know about farms.
Maths - We will be comparing and ordering numbers to 20. We will also consider which
numbers are smaller or bigger than a given number and relate this to their position on a
number track. We will also use the terms higher and lower when ordering numbers.
Topic - We will start our topic by considering which animals may live on a farm and who has
already visited a farm. We will then start to consider the question ‘Do cows drink milk?’

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We have started to read ‘Bob the Man on the Moon’ by Glenn Malcolm as part of
our topic, Moon Zoom. The children will be acting out the story and writing about what it
must be like to walk on the moon.
Maths - We are beginning to learn about and find fractions of a shape.
Topic - We will be investigating materials and recycling. We will investigate their properties
and sort them to our own criteria.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - On Thursday we will be celebrating World Book Day by coming to school dressed up as a book character.
Then on Friday morning the children will take part in a whole school reading carousel.
Maths - We will be recognising and creating the fractions: ⅓, ¼, ½, ⅔, ¾ and 2/4. We will also
learn about mixed fractions e.g. 2 ¾
Topic - We will be learning all about the Hindu festival of Holi. On Tuesday morning we will be
taking part in a Science Workshop run by Oxford Science in preparation for our Science week
the following week. On Wednesday morning we will be going to the Blake School for a singing
practice.
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Messages & Notices
Parents’ Meetings - Tuesday 3rd March and Thursday 5th March
Next week we look forward to welcoming you to our Parents’ Meetings on Tuesday 3rd March and Thursday 5th
March between 3.30-6.00pm. You will have the opportunity to look at your children’s books and refreshments will
be served. If you need a reminder of what time your appointment is, please ask your child’s class teacher.
Music Club
Please remember that because of the Parents’ Meetings, there will be NO Music Club on Thursday 5th March. An
extra session will be held on the 2nd April instead.
Curriculum Maps
This term’s Curriculum Maps are now on our website. Please click here to see Year Two’s ‘The Scented Garden’.
Click here for Year One’s ‘Moon Zoom’ and click here for Reception’s ‘Do cows drink milk?’.
World Book Day - Thursday 5th March
We are inviting the children to come to school dressed as a book character of their choice to celebrate World Book
Day which is on Thursday 5th March this year. The children will be bringing home a World Book Day voucher which
can be used in exchange for one of the many free books available in local bookshops, or they can be used as a £1
deduction off any book at our forthcoming Book Fair in a couple of weeks’ time.
Birthday Books
One of the key events during a child’s time with us is when they celebrate their birthday. I am sure you too will
remember the excitement of turning 5, and then 5½ and then 5¾ before reaching 6!

Here at St Mary’s, we take great joy in celebrating your child’s birthday with them. During our collective worship, the
birthday child sits on the birthday cushion and we ask them about their special day, presents and celebrations. We
then all join together and sing ‘Happy Birthday’ and give them the corresponding number of birthday claps. You can
just imagine how much the children look forward to this! It doesn’t matter if their birthday is at the weekend or in
the holidays, we will always find the time to celebrate it with them.
In the past, some children brought in sweets to share; however, this can be difficult for those with food allergies,
food intolerances and dietary needs. Therefore, we’d like to suggest an alternative ‘sharing’ option and encourage
your child (instead of bringing in sweets) to bring in their favourite book on their birthday to share with the class.
This book can be one from home or from the library and will be returned at the end of the day. We hope you’ll agree
that this will add to your child feeling really important on their day.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS
YEAR 1

TIME

MONDAY 2ND MARCH

Y1 WOW DAY - VISIT TO THE BLACK HOLE
PLANETARIUM

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 3RD MARCH

SCIENCE OXFORD WORKSHOP - ‘INVENTING ALL YEARS
ISOBEL’ (DISCOVERING MATERIALS)

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 3RD MARCH

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

3.30-6.00pm

WEDNESDAY 4TH MARCH

Y2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT WORKSHOP AT
THE BLAKE SCHOOL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH

WORLD BOOK DAY - DRESS-UP DAY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 5TH MARCH

PARENTS’ MEETINGS

ALL

3.30-6.00pm

FRIDAY 6TH MARCH

OXFORDSHIRE BOOK AWARDS - READING
IN HOUSES AND VOTING

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 9TH MARCH

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 10TH MARCH

Y2 TO VISIT THE BATT SCHOOL FOR A VISIT
FROM THE COTSWOLD WILDLIFE PARK

Y2

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 13TH MARCH

SPORTS RELIEF DAY - THE CHILDREN WILL
BE TAKING PART IN A SPRING HOUSE
CHALLENGE

ALL YEARS

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 17TH MARCH

YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD
GREEN SCHOOL

YEAR 2

6.00pm

WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH

Y2 WOW DAY - VISIT TO COGGES FARM

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 24TH MARCH

TRAVELLING BOOKS FAIR IN SCHOOL

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 26TH MARCH

HYMN PRACTISE FOLLOWED BY COFFEE
MORNING WITH REFRESHMENTS

ALL WELCOME

9.00am

MONDAY 30TH MARCH

BAKE SALE - AUTISM AWARENESS WEEK

ALL

2.55pm

TUESDAY 31ST MARCH

HOUSE TREAT

THURSDAY 2ND APRIL

EASTER SERVICE IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL

9.30am

FRIDAY 3RD APRIL

END OF TERM - EARLY FINISH

ALL

1.15pm

MONDAY 20TH APRIL

SUMMER TERM STARTS

ALL

8.40am

THURSDAY 23RD APRIL

YEAR 2 CRICKET SKILLS FESTIVAL AT HENRY
BOX SCHOOL

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 21ST MAY

MAY DAY DANCING ON CHURCH GREEN
WITH THE BATT SCHOOL

ALL

1.45pm

FRIDAY 22ND MAY

HOUSE TREAT

TBC

IN SCHOOL TIME

IN SCHOOL TIME

FOSMS
www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
FRIDAY 22ND
MAY Facebook Group:
END OF HALF
TERM
ALL
2.55pm

