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Dear Families,
These last six weeks have been a huge
challenge for many of us and I want to
thank you all for continuing to persevere
with the remote learning and for your
warm words of support for our staff. We
are feeling very optimistic about the
children returning to school some time
next term and we are busy preparing for
the transition to make it as smooth as
possible for all the children. The
government announcement on 22nd
February will hopefully give us the go
ahead to reopen the school to all our
pupils from 8th March.
We continue to embed the school’s vision
of ‘Do Everything in Love’. The kindness
and care given by so many people in our
community towards the children, families
and staff at St Mary’s enables us to
continue to thrive and flourish as a school,
whether in the building or virtually. We
know that as the pandemic becomes less
prevalent in our region, the children will
return to a school which has grown in
strength and love and will continue to
serve its community, bringing an excellent
education as well as light and joy to the
families it serves.
Next week is the beginning of Lent. Why
not try to encourage your children to
perform an act of kindness each day of
Lent. This video may give you and them
some inspirational ideas.
Please enjoy half term and take the time to
rest and recover and to enjoy some family
time.
Kind regards,
Claire Doland
Acting Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

Messages & Notices
Happy Chinese New Year!

恭喜发财or happiness and prosperity to all our friends! We shall
miss sharing the celebrations in school with you all but hope you
celebrate with your families as we enter the Year of The Ox!
Lunch Menu
After half term we will be having a revised menu for the remainder of
the academic year. Attached to the Newsletter you will find a copy
for your information. When all the children are back in school, please
have a look at it with your child and help them to decide which days
they would like a hot school lunch.
Collective Worship
Please find here the link for Rev’d Toby Wright’s Collective Worship
on the Transfiguration. It is available to view now.

Red Nose Day - Friday 19th March
We are hoping that by Red Nose Day we will have been able to
welcome all our children back to school. With that in mind, and to
give you a little notice, we plan to have a fun day on Friday March
19th and invite the children to come into school dressed as their
favourite superhero, whether it be Superman or a fire fighter,
Wonder Woman or an NHS worker. Children can bring in a small
donation in aid of Comic Relief and have a little fun at the same time!
A-Plan Insurance - IT4Schools Campaign
A-Plan have launched a new campaign to help raise funds for schools
to raise money for laptops or other important equipment. For every
person that calls them for a new quote for car, van, home or business
insurance, A-Plan will donate £10 even if a policy isn’t taken out with
them. So, the more quotes they receive, the more funds raised for
school. All you need to do is call A-Plan Witney on 01993 778778,
quote “IT4Schools” and mention St. Mary’s Infant School.
The campaign runs until 5th March 2021. Thank you for your support.
A Couple of Bedtime Stories
Click here for your child to listen to a bedtime story called ‘There’s a
Tiger in the Garden’ by Lizzy Stewart, read by Tom Hardy. Something
for you to share with your children, which some of you may also
enjoy! This is also a lovely little story about a child with a worry
called ‘Ruby’s Worry’ by Tom Percival, read by Katie Piper.
The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Perseverance.
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Messages & Notices
Message from Mrs. Hulme

A big HELLO to everyone!
I hope you and your family are keeping well and staying safe. Next week
is half term - take a break from working hard but still do some reading!
I have been kept busy going into school, working with Mrs. Brannan,
Mrs. Wills and Miss Grier. I have been on lots of walks and splashing in
lots of puddles and water near to where I live. I hope you have too!
Please look after yourself.
Take care,
Love Mrs. Hulme xx
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