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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 20 – 11th February 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

We have had a busy week with Year Two out 
on a trip to Crocodiles of the World on      
Monday and the police and fire services   
visited Year One yesterday morning as part 
of their Superhero topic WOW day! We have 
also had Jenny Gustafson, a PGCE student 
from The Batt School, observing and teaching 
phonics in Year One. Two other students 
from Oxford Brookes University are currently 
in school on Wednesdays and Thursdays, 
observing Phonics teaching until the middle 
of March.  Lucy Church is in the Reception 
class and Lisa Davies is in Year One.  
 

On Tuesday in assembly, we learnt about 
Safer Internet Day. Here is a link to a guide 
for parents and carers which you may find 
useful:  
 

https://saferinternet.org.uk/guide-and-
resource/parents-and-carers 
 

On Thursday we watched a virtual assembly 
from the website https://
www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/    
which discussed the theme 'Growing          
Together.'  Below is a link to a two minute 
video which has a lovely idea for an activity 
which your child can do to recognise who 
supports them and helps them to grow.               
 

Support Balloon: 
https://youtu.be/9XVOnukmI5Y 
 

 

I hope you enjoy the milder weather and 
lighter evenings this weekend and I look         
forward to seeing you all on Monday for the 
start of our last week before we break for 
half term.  
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson,  
Assistant Headteacher 

 
 

This Week in Photos 
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Class News 
 

Reception 

This week we have had a ‘Gingerbread Man’ themed week. We have designed our own Gingerbread Men on paper 
and with play dough and we also made Gingerbread Men puppets. We used story maps to re-tell the story of The 
Gingerbread Man and our adult led writing activity was to have a go at writing the repeated refrain that The             
Gingerbread Man says in the story. There were some fantastic attempts at sounding out words and writing of letters. 
This activity will be continued next week. In mathematics, the ‘Numberblocks’ introduced us to the concept of a 
number being a ‘whole number’ which can be made of parts e.g. 3 can be explained as ‘2 is a part and 1 is a part and 
the whole of me is 3’. The children were very keen to explore this concept and were able to use multi-link cubes and 
small bear counters to show the parts of whole numbers. As this week has been Children’s Mental Health Week we 
have discussed how it is just as important to keep our minds healthy as well as our bodies. We thought about          
different ways of keeping calm such as focused breathing techniques, being outside in the fresh air, and that          
spending time doing activities we enjoy and spending time with people who are important to us, can all help us to 
have healthy minds. 

 

Year One 

What a week we have had! Year 1 were buzzing with excitement yesterday as both the police and fire brigade visited 
us. We got to have full tours of their vehicles and all the impressive kit they have inside to deal with emergencies. 
The children asked lots of interesting questions such as, do you stop robbers? How much water is in your truck? How 
do you walk into fires?  We even had a full demonstration (at speed) of how to put on all the protective clothing 
needed by firefighters. Importantly, we learnt what to do ourselves if we are ever in an emergency situation. Year 1 
really enjoyed wearing their own hero costumes for our Wow day; we had a great variety of heroes from Wonder 
Woman to Marcus Rashford!  This week the class have also been very excited to continue to learn about heroic       
figures in history. We watched a fantastic video about Florence Nightingale which was a huge hit. It was so lovely to 
see lots of children saying they were playing Florence Nightingale at break time whilst setting up their own pretend 
hospitals and treating injured soldiers. We have been learning how to recognise how many tens and ones are in 
numbers up to 50 as part of our maths work whilst building numbers using dienes. We learnt about how to keep    
ourselves safe whilst using the internet and created our own songs and posters. We explored ways we can relax our 
minds and bodies using yoga, breathing exercises and massage - we’re thinking about setting up a spa next week! We 
also learnt different ways to join cardboard together effectively using slots and L braces. 

Year Two 

Wow! What a busy and fun week in Year Two. It began with our wonderful trip to 'Crocodiles of the World'. We had 
an amazing time learning about habitats and lifestyles of all the different species of reptiles. We followed up our trip 
writing a news report about our experience.  
Our ‘Princess and The White Bear King’ story by Tanya Robyn took us on a geographical journey, looking at the          
landscapes in Northern Europe, particularly Norway in the winter time. We mapped the Princess' journey from her 
palace to the Bear's castle over thickly-needled pine forests as the snow fell bride white. We used pastels to create 
the magical landscape.  In Maths we have been focussing on our 2, 5 and 10 times tables and have been practising 
our recall of multiplication facts. We have been creating our own arrays, using repeated addition and solving word 
and pictorial problems to consolidate our learning.  In PSHE we have been discussing truthfulness and telling lies. We 
talked about the different consequences of not being truthful. We explored this further through the story of ‘The 
Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson and  Aesop’s fable ‘The Boy who Cried Wolf’. 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 

Year One 

Superheroes 

Year Two           

The Rainforest 

Reception     

Will you read 

me a story?   
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Messages and Notices 
 

FoSMS Valentine’s Bake Sale - 14th February 2.45-3.30pm on Church Green 
The Friends of St. Mary’s Infant School are holding a Valentine’s Bake Sale next Monday 14th February, af-
ter school on Church Green. 2.45pm until 3.30pm, weather permitting! They would be very grateful if you 
could please bring in a cake/s or cookies to school on the morning of Monday 14th ready for the sale? They 
can be home baked or shop bought!  Thank you very much for your support with this. 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday 
To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June this year, the late May Bank Holiday has been moved to 
Thursday 2nd June  with an additional bank holiday on Friday 3rd June.  As this extra Bank Holiday falls 
within the planned school half term holiday, schools are allowed to choose an extra day off in lieu.  We 
will, therefore, be having Friday 27th May 2022 as the extra Bank Holiday, meaning the first summer half 
term will end on Thursday 26th May, 2022.  

New Term Dates for 2022-2023 
The term dates for the next academic year have now been finalised and are attached as a separate note to 
the ParentMail with this Newsletter.  

Children’s Mental Health Week  - 7th to 13th February 
Place2Be's Royal Patron, Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of Cambridge, 
is to read a CBeebies Bedtime Story to mark Children’s Mental Health 
Week, on Sunday 13th February at 6.50pm.  The Duchess has chosen to 
read ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ by Jill Tomlinson to align with 
this years’ theme of ‘Growing Together’. The book follows the story of 
Plop, a baby barn owl, who is helped by others to grow in confidence and 
overcome his fears.  This year children and adults are being encouraged 
to consider how they have grown emotionally, recognising that trying 
new things can help people move beyond their comfort zones, and that 
challenges and setbacks can help them to mature and adapt. 
 
Goodbye to Mrs. Shirley Cooper 
After 25 years of working at St. Mary’s CE Infant School, 
Mrs. Shirley Cooper, one of our servery dinner ladies,  
decided to hang up her hat and serving tongs and enjoy 
some retirement.  Although she left at the start of the        
Christmas holidays, Covid meant we were not able to 
say a proper farewell.  So, yesterday, Mrs. Cooper came 
back to see us and enjoyed a roast lunch with the     
children before being presented with flowers, a cake 
and cards made by the children.  We are going to miss 
you Mrs. Cooper but enjoy your retirement and have 
fun exploring more parts of the world! 

 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Courage. ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1.9 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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RECEPTION WOW DAY!                                                                   
TRADITIONAL TALES DRESS-UP DAY 4th FEBRUARY 
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* VACANCY * 

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT  
 

Full Time – Term Time only                                                                                                               
Required as soon as possible                                                                                                    

 
8.30am – 3.00pm (1/2 hour lunch) 30 hours 

 

We require, as soon as possible, an enthusiastic, flexible and capable Teaching Assistant to work with a child with 
special educational needs on a 1:1 basis. Salary is subject to skills and experience. Please contact the school office on 
01993 702387 or email office@stmarysinfants.co.uk to arrange a mutually convenient appointment and request an 

application form.  However, early applications are recommended as we may choose to interview prior to the  closing 
date which is the 18th February, 2022 

 

ODST and St Mary’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and  
expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  This post involves the type of work with children and young 

people that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check.  The possession of a criminal  
record will not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post.  All applicants are considered confidentially 

and according to the nature of the role and information disclosed. 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Courage. ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1.9 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY FOSMS VALENTINE’S BAKE SALE ON CHURCH 

GREEN 

ALL 2.45pm-3.30pm 

THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS (NATIONAL PROGRAMME) RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY END OF HALF TERM ALL 2.50pm 

MONDAY 21ST FEBRUARY BOOKING OPENS ON PARENTMAIL FOR         

PARENTS’ MEETINGS 

All 6.00pm 

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY SPRING TERM 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

TUESDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL SEE PARENTMAIL 

TUESDAY 1ST MARCH RECEPTION VISION SCREENING REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL SEE PARENTMAIL 

MONDAY 7TH MARCH EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 

MEETING AT THE BATT SCHOOL 

 10.00AM 

mailto:office@stmarysinfants.co.uk
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

