
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 1 – 9th September 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

Welcome back to a new academic year at St. 
Mary's! It has been lovely to see younger 
siblings happily coming into school each 
morning and confidently walking down to 
the EYFS classroom. Our Year Two pupils are 
already setting a very good example for the 
other children now they are 'top of the 
school' and Year One have been doing a 
great job of showing respect when coming 
into and during assembly.  
 

I would like to say a huge thank you to the 
KS1 teachers for all their hard work during 
the summer holidays, in getting the         
classrooms ready for this week and I am sure 
you will appreciate it when you attend our 
upcoming 'Welcome Meetings'.  
 

A warm welcome to our new families in   
Reception and to Gene and Rory in Year One. 
I have enjoyed getting to know some new 
names and faces during lunchtimes and 
greeting you and your children each morning 
in the playground. Mrs. Wills will also be 
holding a 'Welcome Meeting' which all     
Reception parents are invited to, where    
Ms. Seccull, our new Executive Headteacher, 
will also be in attendance.  
 

Now the weather is becoming cooler (and 
wetter!) I would like to remind you that we 
have lots of second hand uniform available in 
the office including school jackets, so before 
you head off to buy new autumn/winter   
uniform please feel free to have a look. We 
just ask for a suitable donation to the school 
for any items you take. Thank you. 
 

I hope that you all have a relaxing weekend 
and your children get a chance to recharge 
their batteries after a full week at school! 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson, 
Assistant Headteacher 

This Week in Photos 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 
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Reception 
What a fantastic first week we have had in Reception Class. The children have been making new friends, exploring 
their new classroom and garden, and becoming familiar with new routines and activities. We learnt about our       
Learning Muscle 'Indy Tiger' this week who encourages being independent and we are thrilled to see how the        
children are eagerly trying to be independent within school already. We are so impressed with everyone; we hope 
you are proud of them too!  

 

Year One 
I have been amazed at the way in which the children have returned to school with such confidence, enthusiasm and 
energy. They have settled in beautifully. Thank you to parents too for helping to make this transition time so smooth! 
We have all been so busy exploring and learning within the provision in Year 1. In particular, we have been learning 
how to select and use resources independently. The games centre has been one of the most popular areas of the 
classroom; even in just a few days some children have really developed their maths and speaking and listening skills. 
In phonics, we have been revising digraphs from Reception including ‘th’, ‘sh’, ‘ch’ and ‘ng’. In maths, we have been 
practising reading, recognising and writing numbers. Several children chose to write past 100 when working           
independently! In English, we have started writing our own books. The children made fantastic books about things 
that are important to them including their family, pets, burgers, climbing, football, wild pools and chocolate cake! 
We also learnt to ask and write questions about things we would like to know. We will be thinking more about         
questions as we begin our topic work next week. There has been much interest in scientific finds within the school 
grounds - particularly dead spiders and bees - with many children role playing having a science lab. What a great 
start to Year 1! 

Year Two 
We have had an exciting first week back and been working really creatively. The children have produced some      
beautiful portraits of themselves, writing interesting stories, thinking about our value of 'Thankfulness, counting to 
100, partitioning numbers and being curious about atlases to begin our new topic next week on Amazing Achievers.  
 
We will be talking about famous people, for example, Neil Armstrong.  This could be a nice discussion to have with 
your child over the weekend and look at some famous people who have made some great achievements in their  
lifetime.  

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... Reception - 

Let’s 
Explore  

Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

* Breakfast Club Playworker Vacancy * 
 

We have a vacancy for a Breakfast Club Playworker on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays term time only,       
working from 7.45am-8.45am, to start as soon as possible.  It involves helping the children with their breakfast and 
supervising them at play before the start of the school day.  It may suit an older sibling (6th former) if it fits in with 
timetables. If you, or anyone you know, are interested, please ask the School Office for more information. Thank 
you. 
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - 1926—2022 
It is, of course, with great sadness that we heard yesterday of the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II. In Collective Worship and in class over the coming days, we will be exploring what 
this means for us, as well as the accession of King Charles III to the throne. 
 
Nurture Sessions 
“My name is Michelle Moran and I deliver nurture sessions at The Batt School and St Mary's. I will be at St Mary's on 
a Tuesday morning. Nurture sessions are designed to help children with their social, emotional and behavioural     
development. Each child’s sessions are planned on an individual basis, taking into account their needs, interests and 
intended outcomes. These sessions are usually weekly and last between 6-8 weeks, and have a specific intended 
outcome. “ 
 
PE Lessons 
“I just wanted to introduce myself for those who might not know me. I am Dominic Baker and I'm very pleased to be 
working at St. Mary's on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, providing PPA cover and teaching PE to all the classes.  
 
I have been teaching and coaching in Witney for many years now across a wide variety of ages including adults, but 
predominantly with children up to the age 16 outside school, particularly at Minster Lovell Cricket Club and          
Ducklington Football Club. I have also been coaching at The Batt School for 15 years and run the wraparound care 
there. Last year I also took on the role of running the sports partnership programme for all the Witney primary 
schools 
 
Both of my eldest two children attended St. Mary's School many years ago so I am familiar with the site and although 
the staffing has since changed, the fantastic family ethos of the school remains. I am very much looking forward to 
becoming a more integral part of it, supporting and helping your children to achieve their sport and fitness goals.” 
 
Friends of St. Mary’s School - FoSMS 
The Friends have a first meeting/coffee morning scheduled for Monday 26th September at 9.00am in school.  The 
group is open to ALL parents so do come along and see what events they have planned and get to know other      
parents in the school! 
 
Mobile Phone Reminder                                                                                                         
Please remember that St. Mary’s Infant School is a Mobile Free Zone and no mobiles should be 
used on site.  This is in accordance with guidelines from the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children 
Board, and the Governing Body politely requests all those entering the school to refrain from us-
ing their mobile phone on school grounds.  Thank you. 
 
No Nut Policy 
Please can we remind you that our school is a nut free zone and we have a blanket no nut policy.  
This includes any lunchbox snacks please. (Can you also consider seeded bread you may use 
which could contain sesame.) We do have children with serious nut allergies so thank you for  
respecting our request. Please can you also ensure that GRAPES in lunchboxes are cut up           
diagonally as they can be a choking hazard. Many thanks for your help with this. 
 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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DIARY DATES 

 
 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Thankfulness. ‘Always be thankful.’ Thessalonians 5.16 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TENNIS, YOGA AND ART CLUBS 

COMMENCE THIS WEEK 

MONDAY AND THURSDAY TENNIS CLUB                     

TUESDAY YOGA CLUB 

WEDNESDAY ART CLUB 

 3.00-4.00pm  

3.00-3.45pm  

3.00-4.00pm  

MONDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER YRS 1 & 2 VISIT ST. MARY’S CHURCH TO         

EXPLORE THE HISTORY OF THE  WITNEY FEAST 

YRS 1 & 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER WELCOME MEETING FOR RECEPTION PARENTS  RECEPTION 
PARENTS 

2.00pm in school 

hall 

THURSDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER WELCOME MEETING FOR YEARS 1 & 2 YRS1 & 2      
PARENTS 

6.00-6.30pm in 

the classrooms 

MONDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S SCHOOL MEETING - ALL 

PARENTS WELCOME 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am in School 

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER RAGS TO RICHES CLOTHES COLLECTION IN 

SCHOOL 

ALL 9.00am  

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER HARVEST FESTIVAL IN ST. MARY’S CHURCH - ALL 

Y1 & Y2 PARENTS WELCOME 

YRS 1 & 2 10.00am 

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER HARVEST CELEBRATION IN CLASS RECEPTION 2.30pm 

FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER COLOURBOX PHOTOGRAPHY - INDIVIDUAL AND 

SIBLINGS PHOTOGRAPHS 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH OCTOBER CHILDHOOD FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH OCTOBER END OF AUTUMN 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm FINISH 

FRIDAY 21ST OCTOBER INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS   

MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER TO 

FRIDAY 28TH OCTOBER 

HALF TERM - SCHOOL CLOSED   

MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER START OF AUTUMN 2 HALF TERM ALL 8.40am 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

