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Dear Families, 
 
This week, the children have been learning 
about Chinese New Year, also known as 
Lunar New Year, and the Year of the Tiger. 
Please see your child’s class news for more 
information. Thank you to those of you 
who have contributed to our Global Family 
Display. So far, we have connections to 
USA, Australia and New Zealand. There is 
still time to add to this so please feel free 
to do so by completing the slip overleaf or 
emailing the school office.  
 
Our new ELSA and Home Link School  
Worker, Mrs. Cooper, has been in this 
week, meeting the children, organising her 
room and introducing herself to parents. 
She would be very grateful to receive any 
unwanted board/family games to add to 
her collection. Our Breakfast Club would 
also appreciate any donated games. Thank 
you for your support with this. 
 
I was very impressed with all the               
different outfits worn by Reception this 
morning for their Traditional Tales WOW 
Day. We even had beanstalks to               
accompany Jack!  Next Monday, Year 2 will 
be visiting Crocodiles of the World for their 
WOW Day and some real life superheroes 
will be visiting Year 1 on Thursday! It is 
lovely to see and feel school life finally  
returning to normal and I look forward to 
the exciting week ahead.  
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson,  
Assistant Headteacher

This Week in Photos 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 
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Class News 
 

Reception 

We have had a very busy week participating in various activities linked to Chinese New Year and The Year of the 
Tiger. The children have acted out ‘The Great Race’ story using puppets and animal figures, had a go at writing some 
Chinese numerals and symbols as well as making their own versions of lanterns and fans. For literacy this week we 
completed our sorry letters to The Three Bears from Goldilocks and practised our writing within  phonics sessions. In 
maths the children have been investigating weighing scales. The temptation was to just pile all the objects into the 
containers but with encouragement they were able to place one object on each side of the scale and compare which 
object was heavier/lighter.  
We had a fantastic time during our ‘Traditional Tale’ dress up day and enjoyed seeing all the different characters and 
sharing lots of stories. There were different activities to participate in such as making wands and discussing what 
magic you would do, deciding what rule you would introduce if you were a king or queen for a day, taking part in a 
traditional tale quiz and we gave some thought to how else The Gingerbread Man could have crossed the river. The 
children were then challenged to make their own bridges from various resources. 

 

Year One 

Year 1 have been learning to count, make and read numbers to 50. The children particularly enjoyed using our new 
maths equipment to build numbers and patterns. The class engaged in lots of super activities with Mrs. Lifely on 
Tuesday to celebrate Chinese and Lunar New Year, including lantern making, painting in Mandarin and writing 
greeting cards. We have been writing and performing funny anecdotes in English - there has been much laughter in 
class! We continued learning bible stories which demonstrate ways in which Jesus was a good friend. We used       
origami to make our own boats and then tested them in water whilst trying to re-enact the calming of the storm! As 
part of our science work, we learnt about the different parts of the eye and discovered that when only using one eye 
we have a blind spot. If you have any spare small cable reels, maps, wrapping paper, buttons, bags or hats (for fancy 
dress) at home that you would be willing to donate for use at school, they would be most welcome. Thank you! 

Year Two 
 

In Year 2 we love to read. In the morning we change our home reading book and have a book time which we can 
share with our friends. We enjoy reading in a group, individually or in pairs. We chose from a wide range of books to 
share with our friends. We like to read plays and share non fiction books.  
In Maths we have been continuing with equal groups and repeated addition for multiplication. We have worked with 
doubles and have been doubling small quantities, using concrete objects and pictorial representations. We have tried 
hard to recall and use multiplication facts for the 2x tables. 
In English we have been answering a range of questions about what we think the Princess is like as a person, what 
the Bear thinks of her and why the King has her as his favourite daughter. We have gathered our ideas in preparation 
for our writing and then wrote a character description of the Princess, trying hard to use evidence from the text to 
support our ideas. 
We have been very busy learning about all things 'Wriggle and Crawl' over the last few weeks. We have explored 
mini beasts and their habitats and are very much looking forward to our trip next week where we might be able to 
enter into a good discussion about whether a zoo is a habitat? We hope that you enjoy looking at our journey of    
discovery.   

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 

Year One 

Superheroes 

Year Two           

The Rainforest 

Reception     

Will you read 

me a story?   
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Messages and Notices 
 

FoSMS Valentine’s Bake Sale - 14th February 2.45-3.30pm 
The Friends of St. Mary’s Infant School are holding a Valentine’s Bake Sale on Monday 14th February, after 
school on Church Green. 2.45pm until 3.30pm, weather permitting! Please can you bring in a cake/s or 
cookies to school on the morning of Monday 14th ready for the sale? They can be home baked or shop 
bought!  Thank you very much for your help with this. 

‘Our Global Family’ Display 
On a display board in the hall we’d like to update ‘Our Global Family’ and share the many countries of the 
world that are special to our St Mary’s children and their families. So that we can capture the whole         
community, it would be fantastic if you could let us know which country of the world is special to you and 
why.  Thank you for taking part! 
 

Child’s Name:  ________________________   Important country of the world: ________________________ 

Why it is special: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* VACANCY * 

1:1 TEACHING ASSISTANT  
Full Time – Term Time only                                                                                                               

Required as soon as possible                                                                                                                                                            
8.30am – 3.00pm (1/2 hour lunch) 30 hours 

We require, as soon as possible, an enthusiastic, flexible and capable Teaching Assistant to work with a child with 
special educational needs on a 1:1 basis. Salary is subject to skills and experience. Please contact the school office 
on 01993 702387 or email office@stmarysinfants.co.uk to arrange a mutually convenient appointment and request 
an application form.  However, early applications are recommended as we may choose to interview prior to the 
closing date. 

Closing Date for applications: 18th February, 2022 

Interviews to take place in the week beginning 28th February, 2022 

ODST and St Mary’s are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.  This post involves the type of work with children and 
young people that requires applicants to undertake a Disclosure and Barring Service check.  The possession of a  
criminal record will not necessarily prevent an applicant from obtaining this post.  All applicants are considered   

confidentially and according to the nature of the role and information disclosed. 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Courage. ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1.9 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

mailto:office@stmarysinfants.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Executive Head’s Weekly Message 
 
 

Dear Families, 
 

In what has been one of the most challenging weeks for many years, I have been reflecting on the           
resilience of everyone within our school’s community. Last minute changes and requests have been met 
with compassion and understanding. One member of staff arrived at school and with a smile on their face 
said 'right where do you need me, happy to do anything!'  
 
So, continuing to look for the positives, I downloaded the Six Nations Rugby app and started to plan my 
weekend!  When things are tough, we need to remember to find time for ourselves and things that give us 
joy. 
 
Please have a lovely weekend and thank you for all you do. 
 
 

Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher 
St. Mary’s Infant and The Batt Primary Schools 
 
 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Courage. ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 

Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’ Joshua 1.9 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 7TH FEBRUARY YEAR 2 WOW TRIP-CROCODILES OF THE 
WORLD 

YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 8TH FEBRUARY SAFER INTERNET DAY ALL  

THURSDAY 10TH FEBRUARY YEAR 1 ‘SUPERHEROES’ VISIT FROM THE   
POLICE AND FIRE SERVICES 

Y1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY FOSMS VALENTINE’S BAKE SALE ON CHURCH 
GREEN 

ALL 2.45pm-3.30pm 

THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS (NATIONAL PRO-
GRAMME) 

RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY END OF HALF TERM ALL 2.50pm 

TUESDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL SEE WEBSITE 

TUESDAY 1ST MARCH RECEPTION VISION SCREENING REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL SEE WEBSITE 

MONDAY 7TH MARCH EQUALITY, DIVERSITY & INCLUSION GROUP 
MEETING AT THE BATT SCHOOL 

 10.00AM 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

