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Dear Families, 
 
In Collective Worship, this week we have been 
using some resources from Class Dojo to      
continue our learning about Perseverance. I 
have shared a video with you on your child's 
Class Story if you are interested in sharing it 
with your child at home. Otto in Reception gave 
a wonderful example of a feeling that you may 
have if you are in a 'dip' and finding              
something hard - he used the word 'frustrated.' 
Emily, who is also in Reception, even linked her 
comment to one of their phonics sessions this 
week and said, 'you might want to quit' which 
has the ‘qu’ digraph in! I am really enjoying 
having Reception in my Collective Worships 
and I am very impressed with their                  
concentrating and listening skills. 
 
I am also enjoying seeing how well the           
Reception children are joining in with games 
that the Year 1 and Year 2 children are playing 
at lunch time and several children in each of 
the classes often ask me if I have seen a child 
from another class because they want to play 
with them.  
 
We have been very grateful to have Claire  
Powell (Tommy's Mum) helping out in all of the 
classes this term. I would also like to thank 
Brynn Alcraft (Oscar & Emily’s Mum), Laura 
Pearce (Millie's Mum) and Victoria Ellis 
(Hattie’s Mum) who have been hearing readers 
once a week. We have also had a new          
volunteer, Janis Kominek, start this week. Jan is 
a retired infant teacher and was ‘fed up with 
the iPad and television’ so got in touch with us. 
 
Thank you for all you do for your child and for 
the school. I feel very lucky to be leading and 
being part of such a wonderful school            
community. 
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 

Spotlight on Year 1 

 

 

We have had a big focus on our understanding of what makes a story in Year 
1 over the past two weeks. We 'boxed-up' stories we already knew such 
as ‘Stick Man’ by Julia Donaldson and ‘Supertato’ by Sue Hendra and Paul 
Linnet. This involved identifying the characters, setting, what the characters 
do for fun, the problem and the happy ending. We then set about planning 
our own story using this same structure. One of the trickiest things we 
thought about was how to make our stories interesting for our reader. This 
sometimes involved adding a magical element like fairy godmothers, talking 
super burgers or flying footballers! 
 

We have been very busy completing another 'playful making' project this 
week. After the success of making our creativity medals last week, we      
continued to learn about connecting different material types and playful 
design whilst creating our own roller coasters. We made passengers and 
thought about how to secure them and keep them safe. A moving project 
was a lot harder to make and needed much perseverance. The class were 
very proud of their creations and so was I! They loved making their own  
roller coaster track in the playground to follow too. Whilst constructing, we 
had lots of scientific discussions about the different materials we were using 
and their properties e.g. 'I can't use too much paint. My cardboard will get 
soggy and won't be strong.' We will be further developing our understanding 
of materials next week when making boats that float! 
 

In geography, we have been learning about different types of settlements. 
We specifically learnt about cities and used Google Earth to observe their 
size and key features. We listed and drew pictures of the things we noticed 
such as football stadiums, hospitals and big shopping centres as well as lots 
of houses! 
 

In RHE, we have been learning about the importance of permission-seeking 
and giving in relationships with friends, peers and adults. We discussed how 
people sometimes behave differently online, including by pretending to be 
someone they are not. We also worked through some great online safety 
activities on thinkuknow.com. In RE we learnt the story of Lazarus and we 
retold the story through 'Godly Play' with loose parts. As part of our maths 
work, we have been building and comparing numbers to 20 using different 
mathematical equipment including dienes, tens frames, bead strings and 
cubes. In PE we had lots of fun making shapes in response to a Tango. We 
then worked with a partner to make movements in a pair - some partners 
had definitely been watching 'Strictly Come Dancing'!  What a busy and        
fun-filled week. Well done Year 1!                                       Jess Elam 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 

Year One - What a Wonderful World 

http://thinkuknow.com/
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Year 1 Photos 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Photos from China this week     
showing celebrations of the 

Year of the Rabbit. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

Rags2Riches - Tuesday 7th February 
Don’t forget to have that clear out of clothes collection for Rags2Riches on Tuesday 7th February.  Please bring in 
any bags first thing that morning, by 9.00am.  Use can use any bags you like including black bin liners. Your child 
should bring home a little flyer about the collection next week.   
 

Walking Bus 
Thank you so much to Mr. and Mrs. Steptoe (Jed's (Y1) parents) who have offered to help on the Walking Bus on a 
Wednesday and Friday. This will be a huge help for us. It is not too late to offer to help if you are still thinking about 
it please! We have also had some interest in the Lunchtime Supervisor role but we are still looking for someone for 
Breakfast Club on Mondays to Wednesdays. If you are interested, please contact the school office. Thank you. 
 

Thank you from FoSMS 
Emily, Aria’s Mummy, and FoSMS would like to thank everyone who sent in donations for the Gift Amnesty recently. 
Please see the attached poster for a new request! 
 

Dance Club - Spring 2 Half Term 
The new Dance Club, which is run by Victoria Ellis, has been a huge success and I am pleased to tell you that it will be 
continuing after half term for children in Years 1 and 2. Please see the poster which is attached with this Newsletter 
and contact Victoria directly if you are interested in signing your child up for the 6 weeks after half term. If your child 
has attended this half term and enjoyed it, they are very welcome to sign up again! 
 

Parking 
Unfortunately, we are having to ask you again about the parking on the ‘Keep Clear’ and yellow zig-zag lines outside 
the front of school. We have had complaints from neighbours and other parents about this. Please do NOT park here 
at ANY time of day, even if just dropping off quickly in the morning and especially collecting in the afternoon.  Apart 
from being for emergency vehicle access for us and for our neighbours, there is a reason for this area to be kept 
clear. It allows other vehicles coming up the road, and pedestrians trying to cross, clear vision, free from                 
obstructions and a safer area for our many families crossing from/to The Green as well as pupils attending Henry Box 
School. We have the PCSOs in school on Monday and will be asking them to try and help us monitor this problem.  It 
has come to our attention that it is also parents from Henry Box School at certain times of the day but we would   
appreciate your support with this. Thank you. 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 30TH JANUARY PCSOs VISIT TO RECEPTION CLASS REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY RECEPTION HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

W/C 6TH FEBRUARY CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RAGS2RICHES CLOTHES COLLECTION ALL 9.00am 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY INTERNET SAFETY DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY END SPRING 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 20TH FEBRUARY SPRING 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Perseverance.                                                                                                                           

‘I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.’ Philippians 4.13 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

