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Dear Families, 
 
This week I have enjoyed teaching PE in 
EYFS and Year 1.  The children had to     
concentrate like Oggy Owl and persevere 
like Percy the Tortoise, walking in a straight 
line using opposite arms and legs. When in 
Year 2, I was very impressed with how 
many children had learnt their spelling rule 
for this week’s spelling test. Thank you for 
your continued support with spelling 
homework. 
 
In Celebration Assembly today, we gave 
out our first Courage certificate and        
celebrated extra curricular learning which 
the children take part in outside of school.  
If your child receives an award or medal at 
an outside club, they are encouraged to 
bring it in on a Friday for sharing in         
Assembly. 
 
Have a lovely weekend and enjoy the      
winter sunshine.  Year 2s, make sure you 
bring in warm clothes and wellies for     
Forest School on Tuesday! 
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson,  
Assistant Headteacher 
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Class News 
 

Reception 
 

The cold weather this week created an excellent environment of frost and ice to promote great imaginary 
play using some of our toy animals e.g. penguins, polar bears and artic foxes. The children also used the 
animals to mark-make in the frost as well as sorting the animals into different categories. The children  
continued to develop their fine motor skills by using scissors to cut out pictures of warm winter clothes to 
stick onto their chosen person picture. In RE we are learning about different celebrations and how some 
religions and countries celebrate their new year with the coming of spring. We looked at different pictures 
and considered if they showed winter or spring scenes, and then with a talk partner we discussed what our 
favourite things are about winter and spring. 

 

Year One 

This week we have been learning the story of ‘Supertato’ by Paul Linnet and Sue Hendra. We drew story 
maps and thought of actions for each key event in the story as we stepped the story across the playground. 
In Maths we have been singing about number pairs that make 10. We used our knowledge of number 
bonds to find missing numbers in calculations. Linking closely with our Maths, we have been learning       
numbers to 10 and beyond in French this week!  
We had some brilliant discussions about what makes a good friend as part of our RE work. Key interests in 
the children’s independent learning time have been origami; writing in different languages (including          
Japanese and Greek) and drawing complex images using the light box.  

Year Two 
 

Year 2 have made a great start on their topic, Wriggle and Crawl. We have been exploring our own           
environment and discovering local bugs! We have made fact files and even produced beautiful                    
observational watercolour paintings. Next month we’ll see some wriggling and crawling animals up close!   
Last Friday afternoon in PE, the Year 2s were learning all about the importance of stretches. We tried out 
lots of different stretches and discussed the importance of warming up our muscles before exercise and 
stretching out at the end. 
English this week saw the introduction of our book focus for the term, ‘The Princess and The White Bear 
King’ by Tanya Robyn Batt. Before reading the story we focused our attention on the first illustration in the 
book of the girl. We have come up with a range of imaginative ideas in response to a number of questions 
about the girl.  In Maths we have been working hard with arrays. We have made our own arrays using 
equal amounts of cubes in rows and columns. We have identified how many rows, how many columns and 
total amount of cubes in different arrangements.  
In PSHE we have been discussing fairness. We spent some time debating whether some statements were 
fair or unfair. We then sorted the statements into fair and unfair depending on our thoughts. 
 

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 

Year One 

Superheroes 

Year Two           

The Rainforest 

Reception     

Will you read 

me a story?   
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Messages & Notices 
 

After School Clubs 
After School Clubs started this week and payment is now due please, if you haven’t already paid.  There are a few 
places left on Tennis Club on a MONDAY afternoons which runs from 3.00-4.00pm.  Breakfast Club also continues 
every morning from 8.00am.  Please let the Office know if you are interested in either of these.  
 
Spare Clothing Appeal 
Thank you very much to those of you who have sent in spare, warm accessories.  If anyone still has any gloves, tights, 
long socks, hats etc, we would be very grateful for them.  Thank you. 
 
Oxfordshire Cricket Camp 
Oxfordshire Cricket are running an indoor cricket camp on 23rd February for 5-7 year olds between 10am-12pm.  
This will take place at Wood Green School and is a great opportunity for your child to have a taster session for this 
popular sport. The cost is just £10 and you can sign up using this link.  https://www.oxfordshire.cricket/news/feb-
indoor-cricket-sessions-22-2/  Please also see the flyer attached to the newsletter.   

 

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Courage. ‘Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 18TH JANUARY YEAR 2 VISIT THE BATT SCHOOL FOREST 

SCHOOL SITE 

YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 20TH JANUARY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION MEETING  2.00pm in School 

WEDNESDAY 26TH JANUARY TRAVELLING PANTOMIME AT THE BATT 
SCHOOL - JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 1ST FEBRUARY CHINESE NEW YEAR   

MONDAY 7TH FEBRUARY YEAR 2 WOW TRIP-CROCODILES OF THE WORLD YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 17TH FEBRUARY HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS (NATIONAL PROGRAMME) RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH FEBRUARY END OF HALF TERM  2.50pm 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

  

*Pupil Premium Eligibility—   Do you receive any of the following ?* 

Income Support/Employment Support Allowance                             Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 

Support under the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999             Universal Credit 

Child Tax Credit                  State Pension Credit 

If you do, the school could be eligible to claim certain grants for your child.  This is a significant amount of money 

that can be used to support your child. Even if you are only eligible for a short amount of time, the Pupil Premium 

funding stays with your child for six years. Please come in and talk to the School Office to see how we could help 

your child.  All matters will be treated in the strictest confidence. 

https://www.oxfordshire.cricket/news/feb-indoor-cricket-sessions-22-2/
https://www.oxfordshire.cricket/news/feb-indoor-cricket-sessions-22-2/
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
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Executive Head’s Weekly Message 
 

Happy Friday everyone. 
Is it just me or is time speeding up? Another week has flown by.  
Thank you for all the positive feedback regarding the proposition of a walking bus between the two schools. 
I believe we have enough interest now to move to the next stage of staffing this. If you are a parent who would be 
willing to offer to help with this, whether weekly or the odd day, then please let me know. We will also start          
recruiting.  
Forest school plans are forging ahead, and we are doing our first ‘exploring the site’ session this week.  
We are also starting our development of the Batt Reception outdoor area in the next few weeks. When I was 
meeting with the carpenters yesterday, there was a lovely moment when one of the children asked to see his tape 
measure! It was wonderful to listen to the confidence and curiosity involved in asking questions of our visitor.  
In terms of safeguarding, we introduced to the children a new lanyard system at The Batt, to be followed through at 
St Marys within the next few weeks, where colours indicate levels of safeguarding checks. All staff will be wearing 
blue, volunteers and visitors that have an enhanced DBS check will be wearing green. Both blue and green indicate 
that the adults have been checked and are safe to work with children. Red bands will be used for all other adults on 
site, meaning that they cannot walk the site without a person with a blue or green band, as they have not been 
checked. Children are being encouraged to speak to a member of staff if they were ever to see a red band, or no 
band on their own.  
Again thank you for the offer of help re the Relationships and Sex Education programmes for schools. We will start at 
St Marys and shortly policies and examples of curriculum topics will come to you for your thoughts very soon from 
Mrs Wills, who will  lead on this.  
As always, a reminder that we welcome thoughts and feedback. It is your community and we want to do whatever 
we can to support everyone in it! 
Have a wonderful, safe and happy weekend. 
 

Charlie Barwell 
Executive Headteacher 
St. Mary’s Infant and The Batt Primary Schools 

 
Learning About Phonics—A Governor’s View 

 

‘Get to know your school’ is a rule for any governor—a pleasure, of course, with a school like St Mary’s. Each year, 
each governor is asked to examine a particular area, the better to support our wonderful staff. This year I’ve been 
asked to familiarise myself with Phonics, the system through which our children learn to ‘sound out’ and ‘blend’ 
sounds (to say a whole word, for reading) and then to ‘segment’ words (identify sounds, for spelling). The                    
government has provided new advice on the teaching of Phonics, and I spent a morning with Miss Atkinson to learn 
about all she, Ms. Barwell, and the rest of our wonderful staff have been doing to make sure our children have the 
best possible grounding as they learn to read and write. 
 

I heard all about ‘Bug Club’, the system used by the school, and saw how carefully reading books are now matched to 
what our children will have been learning during the week. I also looked at all the help provided through our website, 
including the helpful presentation on the Year One Phonics screening check, and the support document on ‘Reading 
at Home’. 
 

What an amazing amount of work has been done to ensure that our children can really enjoy their learning, and lay a 
good basis for reading and writing! I feel really excited now to be going to follow their adventures with words and 
sounds through the year. 
 

Elizabeth Knowles, Foundation Governor 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

