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Dear Families, 
 

The children have loved the                     
opportunities that this cold weather has 
given them to learn and play in the        
playgrounds and the outdoor area in         
Reception. Year 2 had a cold and frosty 
morning at Forest School today but I made 
sure that there was enough hot chocolate 
this time!  
 
In Collective Worship, we have been           
exploring how Mary and Joseph were        
refugees and had to flee to 
Egypt because of the threat from King          
Herod. We thought about how our Happy 
School Rule of 'Be Welcoming' links to         
refugees arriving in new places and how 
they would want to feel welcome.  
 
Please can you familiarise yourself with our 
school Start and End of Day Procedures, if 
you have not done so already. These were 
sent to you in a ParentMail as an        
attachment and a link to the document on 
our website. Here is the link again. 
Thank you. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 

Spotlight on Year 2 

 

 

 
 

This week we have continued our exploration of our coastline and in 
particular looked at erosion. We watched a news clip from 1993 
which showed a 100 year old hotel in Scarborough slip into the 
sea. We also undertook our own erosion investigations and produced 
cliffs from sand and very stormy seas! The children really enjoyed 
working collaboratively and could easily see how weather would 
cause damage to our coast. As part of their English work the children 
produced some wonderfully successful coastal descriptions. They  
certainly took me off to far away places with their beautiful use of 
adjectives. I think maybe we were all dreaming of warmer climes!  
 
Next week, we will be thinking about characters and settings ready to 
write a sea adventure of our own. We are also very fortunate to have 
a real coastal expert coming to visit us on Monday afternoon. Dr. Ann 
Lackie, a biologist, will be bringing in a box of wonders and chatting to 
the class about the animal wonders of the British coastline. I can't 
wait!   
 

Kate Wilson 
 
We have looked at finding the difference, making a pound, finding 
change and solving wordy problems during our Maths money focus 
this week. During our DT project, we have begun to make effective 
beach hut designs, thinking carefully about what materials to use. 
We have thought about alliteration, adjectives and feeling words for 
our creative writing in preparation for our ‘Big Write’ next week. 
In RHE, we have looked at keeping safe and looking after ourselves.  
 
The children had another fantastic time at Forest School learning how 
to tie knots to secure their shelters and they started thinking about 
the rules for a fire circle for next week. 
 

Sarah Adair 
                                                                       See the next page for photos… 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 

Year Two - Coastline  

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/images/St_Marys_Infant_School_Start_and_End_of_Day_Procedures.pdf
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Year 2 Photos 
 

 

 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Perseverance - ‘I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.’ Philippians 4.13 
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Messages and Notices 
 

Rags2Riches - Tuesday 7th February 
We have another collection for Rags2Riches on Tuesday 7th February.  Clothes should be clean and in good           
condition - no uniform please! Paired shoes, belts and accessories can also be included. No bedding though, thank 
you.  Please bring in any bags first thing that morning, by 9.00am.  You can use any bags you like including black bin 
liners.  Thank you for helping us protect the environment by recycling as well as supporting those less fortunate than 
our own families.  The money raised also goes back into school funds to support your children.  
 

Walking Bus 
We are currently finding it difficult to adequately staff the Walking Bus to The Batt, though we appreciate that many 
parents find this a very useful service. Rather than seeking to reduce the capacity of the ‘bus’ to only those children 
who will be attending Mr. Baker’s after school club, we are wondering if there are any parents who might be able to 
support us with a voluntary rota. Please let Miss Atkinson know if you are able to help. Unfortunately, if we do not 
have any offers of extra support with this service by Friday 10th February, we will only be able to prioritise those  
pupils who are attending Mr. Baker’s club at The Batt School, from next term. 
 

Curriculum Resources 

If you are still trying to make room for new toys and games at home after Santa’s visit, we would welcome any items 
for use in the classroom or in the playground. Thank you in advance. 
 

Pokémon Cards 
Unfortunately, we have to ask that children do not bring in their Pokémon cards to school from now on. They are 
causing issues and disagreements, especially when children swap cards and then change their minds! Thank you for 
your support with this. 
 

Lunchtime Supervisor Vacancy 
We are still looking for a Lunchtime Supervisor to help the children at lunchtimes in the school hall and outside in 
the playgrounds.  Even if you can only do two or three days a week we would be interested to hear from you.       
Alternatively if you know of anyone who may be interested, please let the school office know.  Thank you. 

 
DIARY DATES 

 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY RECEPTION HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY RECEPTION TOPIC VISIT - WITNEY PCSOs REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RAGS2RICHES CLOTHES COLLECTION ALL 9.00am 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY INTERNET SAFETY DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY END SPRING 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 20TH FEBRUARY SPRING 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

