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Dear Families,
Firstly, can I say thank you to you for your
warm wishes and the wonderful welcome I
have had to St Mary’s this week. It has
possibly been the most unusual start to a
new job that I have ever had and my
grateful thanks go to the wonderful staff
team here who have embraced the
challenges with great strength of
character.
On Monday we were looking forward to
opening our school to all our children and
planning great things for the term ahead.
However, by Tuesday morning we were
asking you not to bring your children to
school unless strictly necessary! This was
so disappointing for everyone and we
know, although this is the right course of
action for the government to have taken, it
hits us all hard to be in this position again.
We pray that this lockdown is confined to
the next five weeks only and that we can
all be together in school again after the
February half term.
In the meantime, please do have a look at
Rev’d Ross’ (from St. Mary’s Church) last
Collective Worship here. Rev’d Sally Wright
will be taking over from Ross in the interim
and we look forward to further Collective
Worships from her.
I look forward to meeting more of you and
your children in person in the near future.
Kind regards,
Claire Doland
Acting Headteacher

Messages & Notices
Children in School
Our two bubbles of children in school have settled well into their new routine
and I am very grateful for your patience in helping us to set this up, at such
short notice. We are trying our best to accommodate the needs of our critical
workers so they can assist in the effort to fight the virus but do let us know if
there are any issues, so we can resolve these quickly.
Cold Weather and Wellies
For those children who are attending school, please can we remind parents
to send them in with lots of warm layers, gloves and hats. Apart from it
being a lot colder outside, we are ventilating the classrooms by having some
windows and doors open. If the weather becomes very wet or we have more
snow it would be advisable for the children to have their wellingtons in
school as well. They can wear them to school and bring in a change of
trainers if you prefer. Thank you for your support with this.
Home Learning
The parents at home are also the heroes of the hour as they assist in the
effort to support remote learning. We hope you have managed to dip in to
the ClassDojo platform to see what lies in store for you over the coming days.
In my previous email I told you that we would be uploading videos for your
children to watch. Teachers are working really hard to get these ready for
you and they will be available from Monday. They are putting plenty of work
on there for you to access but don’t worry if it is too much, just do whatever
you can manage. If you have any concerns about your child or would like any
advice please do not hesitate to contact us and we will support you in
whatever ways we can.
Year 2 Applications for Year 3 in September 2021
We would like to remind the parents of all Year 2 children that the deadline
for applications for a Year 3 place is next Friday 15th January. Please go to
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/
admission-junior-school/make-application as this is the most secure way of
applying. This is also the same application deadline for those wishing to
apply for a Reception place from September 2021.
Christingles
We would just like to say thank you to Sainsbury’s for donating the oranges
used to make the Christingle candles at the end of last term. The children
really enjoyed the activity and we appreciate the generosity of the store in
supporting us.

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Perseverance.
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