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Thank you! 
On behalf of all staff we would like to say a BIG thank you for the generous gifts, cards and kind 

words received at the end of last term.  Your thoughtfulness is very much appreciated by           
everyone, so thank you very much! 
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Reception 
This has been a busy week of learning; our new topic is 'Long Ago' and we started this by learning that 'the past' is 
events and things that have already happened; this could be yesterday, last week or a very long time ago. We looked 
at black and white photographs and then went onto draw our own black and white pictures. In phonics, we have 
learnt the sounds ‘v’, ‘w’ and ‘x’ and have been getting back into the habit of segmenting and blending for reading 
along with segmenting for spelling and writing. In maths, the “part, part, whole” model has been introduced. This 
supports the children to partition numbers and learn number bonds. So far we are only looking at two parts which 
make a whole number e.g., 3 is a part, 2 is a part and the whole is 5. Please refer to photographs on Class Dojo for 
examples. In RHE, our theme this term is 'Keeping Safe' and this week the children considered what was safe to put 
on their bodies e.g. clothes, soap, sun cream. 

 

 

Year One 
We have been very busy in Year 1! The children are really enjoying their new topic. I have been wowed by some of 
the child-led learning that has taken place this week including: a map of flags, a book of animals, new made-up 
maths games, Supertato plays and a Beano comic strip. In English, we are developing our understanding of comics; 
we have written captions as well as speech and thought bubbles relating to the trapped veggies we found in our 
classroom. Toby from Year 2 shared his comic writing expertise with us during an author's chair session and we are 
now almost ready to start our very own class comic book. Our focus in maths has been on numbers from 11-19, with 
particular emphasis on recognising what each digit represents. You can practise building numbers with tens 
frames like we do at school here: https://mathigon.org/polypad#number-frames . In art, we have started our work 
on sculpture and have enjoyed studying artists such as Faith Bebbington and Dev Harlan. In RHE, we have been  
learning about how important sleep is and what a good bedtime routine looks like. We linked our sculpture work to 
science and used a range of materials to build containers and sculptures that could float. In music, we have been  
listening to and learning about Chuck Berry. We have also enjoyed listening to Mozart... especially since 'Rondo alla 
Turca' features in an episode of Bluey. 

Year Two 
Happy New Year! 

We have had a lovely start back in Year 2 starting our Coastline project creating some mixed media pictures of  
beaches and different coastlines.  For our new topic, the children have been writing descriptions of coastlines. They 
also designed and labelled their own beach hut with much discussion about the materials used.  In Maths, we are 
reviewing last term’s addition and subtraction and now we are on to money and counting. This is carried out through 
practical tasks and some problem solving activities.  In English, we have been writing lovely sentences thinking about 
similes, adverbs and verbs.  

This is our first week of Forest School this term and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all the children. They drank hot 
chocolate along with their exciting outdoor learning activities which I am sure they will share with you. 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - Long Ago 

Year One - What a 
Wonderful World 

Year Two - Coastline  

https://mathigon.org/polypad#number-frames
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Rags2Riches - Tuesday 7th February 
We have another collection for Rags2Riches on Tuesday 7th February.  Clothes should be clean and in good           
condition - no uniform please! Paired shoes, belts and accessories can also be included. No bedding though, thank 
you.  Please bring in any bags first thing that morning, by 9.00am.  You can use any bags you like including black bin 
liners.   
 
Parking - Drop-Off and Collection 
Although we put a reminder in last week’s Newsletter, unfortunately cars are still being parked right outside school 
on the yellow zig-zags and double lines. Please do NOT park here at ANY time as these are to allow emergency        
vehicle access at all times and to stop vision being obscured for other car drivers and pedestrians who may be trying 
to cross the road. Please respect this request for everyone’s safety. Thank you. 
 
Term Dates - 2023-2024 
The term dates for 2023-2024 have now been finalised and a copy is attached for your information. You will also find 
these on the website.  
 
FoSMS - Friends of St. Mary’s School 
Don’t forget that we have spare tea towels available to buy! If you have any fund-raising ideas or are a company        
willing to help sponsor events for the FoSMS, or you would just like to offer some help, please get in touch with Jana 
or Emily or ask the school office who will pass on your details.  Thank you for your continued support helping raise 
essential funds which go back into school to support your children. 
 

 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Perseverance.                                                                                                                           

‘I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.’ Philippians 4.13 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 16TH JANUARY CELEBRATING CHINESE NEW YEAR WEEK ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY RECEPTION HEIGHTS & WEIGHTS REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY RECEPTION TOPIC VISIT - WITNEY PCSOs REC IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RAGS2RICHES CLOTHES COLLECTION ALL 9.00am 

TUESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY INTERNET SAFETY DAY ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY END SPRING 1 HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 20TH FEBRUARY SPRING 2 STARTS ALL 8.40am 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

