“Together we love to learn and learn to love”
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No. 13 – 11th December 2020
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

What a festive start to a wintery Friday
morning, as we welcomed our children
into school today wearing their Christmas
jumpers in aid of Save the Children. With
sparkles and tinsel everywhere, it
brightened the chilly morning no end.
Thank you to you all for your generous
donations which, at the time of writing,
has raised over £65 for this special charity.
Further in our newsletter, you will see a
note from Mrs Claire Doland who will be
leading St Mary’s as Interim Headteacher
from January. We are so pleased to be
welcoming Mrs Doland to our team and
know that with her wealth of experience
she will guide the school with dedication
and skill.
Next week will be a Christmas bonanza of
crafting, panto watching and Christingle
making here at St Mary’s. Santa has
already popped in to visit us with some
rather splendid gifts for all our children,
which we will distribute after Thursday’s
Christmas lunch, courtesy of The Friends of
St Mary’s.
Wishing you all a lovely weekend.

Reception
The children
worked together
to find the
correct Numicon
piece to fill the
spaces in order to
complete the
Christmas
picture.

Year One
Year One had a
surprise this week
when they received a
letter from Santa
Claus asking them to
look after an Elf. We
have started to keep a
diary every day
recording what the Elf
has been up to in our
literacy lessons. We
are teaching him to
love to learn and learn
to love!

Year Two

Kind regards,
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

In PE we have been
learning how to do a
no hands and feet
seated balance. We
then played a game in
which we had to pick
up a marker and pass
it to the next person
without losing our
balance!
The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Trust.
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Messages & Notices
Message from the Governors
As we near the end of term, I would like to provide you with a Governor update.
Governors have been busy this term monitoring the school’s development priorities and providing strategic
oversight. Normally, we would visit the school, but this term, we’ve had to be more creative, looking at examples of
scanned schoolwork, talking to staff online, and studying the school data.
Governors have been so pleased to see the children adapting to their beginning or return to school with energy and
enthusiasm. Despite current restrictions, children continue to benefit from a rich curriculum and our school data
shows they have made amazing leaps in their attainment. As in previous years, we’ve been particularly proud to see
the children really embracing our school vision by actively supporting our school charities this Christmas, for
example, making cards for Age Concern and last month, raising money for Children in Need.
I’m sure you’ll all join me in wishing Mrs Grier every success in her next endeavour; she’s led the school with
exemplary kindness and skill for four years, and we shall all miss her. Mrs Grier leaves the school in a position of real
strength and as Governors we are deeply grateful for her relentless hard work and her commitment.
I look forward to welcoming Mrs Doland, the interim Headteacher, to lead the school from the new year. I know she
will work with the staff team to uphold and protect the school’s ethos and vision.
On behalf of the Governors, I would like to wish you and your families a peaceful, safe and enjoyable Christmas.
Kate Pengelly, Chair of Governors

Message from Claire Doland, Interim Headteacher January-July 2021
I am very much looking forward to joining the team at St Mary's in the New Year. Having
spent a few weeks there back in May, I already know what a warm and friendly place it is. I
look forward to meeting all the children and their families and leading the school through to
the next stage of its journey.
Have a lovely Christmas and I will see you in January.
Mrs. Claire Doland

Christmas Message for Schools
The Witney Benefice would like to wish everyone a very happy Christmas! We are sorry not to be able to welcome
you to our churches for our usual carol and crib services, but we will have these available for access via the internet.
Our carol service will hopefully be available from Sunday 20th December and our crib service will be available from
Christmas Eve. We will also have a live service on Christmas Day, accessible via zoom. For details of where to find
links for the services, please visit the ‘Christmas Services’ section of our website: www.witneyparish.org.uk
We also have a Christmas tree and handmade stable/crib outside St Mary’s Church, so do come to visit if you are in
town – both have lights, so are best seen after dark!
Witney Churches have organised a Christmas story walk with eight places to visit in Witney as you explore the
Christmas story and photo clues to help you find each one. For more information, please visit:
www.witneychristmas.org
Once again, a very happy Christmas to you and your families!

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney
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Messages & Notices
Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 11th December

Lots of festive jumpers were worn
today in aid of Save the Children.
FOSMS Christmas Raffle - Monday 14th December
The Friends of St Mary’s have sold lots of tickets and will be streaming a Live Christmas Raffle Draw via their
Facebook page (link at the bottom of this page) on Monday 14th December from 2.00p.m. You still have time to
purchase your raffle tickets to help raise funds to support our children. Thank you to everyone for your ongoing
support of our school and good luck!
Christingle Making - Tuesday 15th December
The children will be making their Christingles on Tuesday in their class bubbles and will be bringing them home to
share with you. We are very grateful to Sainsbury’s in Witney for their kind donation of the oranges.
Panto Online - Wednesday 16th December
As we are not able to welcome West End in Schools into school this year as planned, we have an exciting online
alternative! The children will be watching ‘Jack and The Beanstalk’, written and produced by Peter Duncan, on
Wednesday 16th December in each of their class bubbles. We would like to invite the children to come in to school
on that day wearing their party clothes. Many thanks to the Friends of St. Mary’s for funding this.
Christmas Lunch - Thursday 17th December
The children will be enjoying a Christmas lunch on Tuesday if they would like to have one, along with a festive
cracker.
End of Term - Friday 18th December
Don’t forget we finish earlier on Friday 18th December. Please see the staggered finish times for each class below.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

MONDAY 14TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE - *LIVE DRAW*

ONLINE-FACEBOOK FROM 2.00pm

TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER

CHRISTINGLE MAKING

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 16TH DECEMBER PANTOMIME ONLINE-JACK & THE BEANSTALK ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM FINISH TIMES

Y1

1.05pm

Y2

1.10pm

Rec

1.15pm

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY

ALL

NORMAL TIMES

SPRING 1 TERM STARTS

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

