
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter   No. 13 – 9th December 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

I cannot believe that Christmas is finally 
upon us and we have come to the end of 
the Autumn term! 
 

What a wonderful week it has been with all 
of the children performing brilliantly at the 
church in our 'It's a Miracle!' Nativity. One 
thing that struck me, especially at the 
evening performance, was how much fun 
they were all having whilst learning 
about the true meaning of Christmas.  
 

We are looking forward to seeing you all at 
the Christmas Fayre tomorrow (2pm-4pm). 
If you would like to help, there is still time 
to sign up for one of the stalls or help with 
clearing up at the end. The Christmas Fayre 
would not be able to happen without the 
support of FOSMs and, therefore, I would 
like to thank them for organising this. They 
have been particularly busy this term with 
a Halloween Bake Sale, Christmas Jumper 
Swap, Discos and the wonderful Wreath 
Making event for parents and staff. I can't 
wait to hear what they have planned for 
the Spring term at St. Mary's! 
 

To finish off our term next week, we have 
our Christmas lunch on Thursday followed 
by Christmas parties in the classrooms and 
a visit from a special person… On this day 
the children can wear school uniform with 
their Christmas Jumpers on top. 
 

This is our last Newsletter for this term so I 
would like to wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 

‘It’s A Miracle!’ Nativity 2022 
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Reception 
We were very proud of all the children this week as they participated in their first Nativity production at St. Mary's. 

We have been making links to the nativity play as we learnt about The Christmas Story in our RE lessons. The children 

considered how different characters felt at different points in the story e.g., how did the shepherds feel when they 

saw the angels? Words such as 'astonished', 'surprised', 'anxious' and 'scared' were suggested. In phonics, we learnt 

the 'ss' sound and the irregular words 'I', 'into' and 'her'. The cold weather created frost and ice in the garden which 

some of the children were very eager to investigate. One child spotted steam coming out of the building and noticed 

that it froze as it went under the canopy in the side garden. She then wondered if the ice would remain frozen or 

melt at all. Another couple of children set up their own investigation by collecting ice in a cup and placing it in some 

sunshine and they then observed the ice at regular intervals to see if it had melted. We have also had several         

requests to play football this week and observed children developing their ball skills by trying to score goals against a 

goalkeeper!  

 

 

Year One 
Wow! What a week! I was so very impressed with how patient, caring and enthusiastic the children were during our 
rehearsals and performances at the church. Well done everybody! We continued learning about the Christmas story 
in RE this week. We discussed the symbolism of the gifts Jesus was given and wondered what gifts he would be given 
if he had been born in Witney in 2022. Ideas included a golden rattle, a Witney blanket, a teddy with a crown and a 
really exciting robot! In maths, we have been continuing our work on shape and we learned to sort shapes according 
to their different properties. We also learnt to estimate when making different lengths of paper chains. There has 
been huge excitement around paper planes this week and yesterday morning I cancelled my plans and we did         
child-led outdoor learning testing our paper planes. We used trundle wheels to measure how far our planes flew and 
compared how aerodynamic our different models were. During our whole class guided reading session, we had some 
brilliant discussions about different animal skeletons whilst revising spellings for the ‘/oa/’ sound. In English, we have 
been enjoying listening to poems and today we write our own Christmas acrostic! Next week we will be having a 
Christmas workshop with Year 2. If you have any junk modelling or unwanted Christmas crafts please bring them in. 
Thank you! 

Year Two 
What a wonderful week it has been. A magical Nativity production by all the children. We are so very proud of all 
their efforts and hard work. Some super singing and lovely acting. It was also magnificient to see so many families 
there with us.  
In between all the Nativity rehearsals, we have carried out work on 3D shapes and their properties as well as sorting 
them. We made some fun Pablo Picasso faces linked to our art mix-it topic. We have thought carefully about        
changing sentences to make them even more exciting and effective. We have made Christmas cards and completed 
mini reading comprehensions looking at strategies on how to answer these along with lots of work on our week’s 
spelling rule. This week does not end there and again we look forward to welcoming you to our Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 10th!   Happy Christmas from all in Year 2! 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - Marvellous                   

Machines 
Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day - Date change – 15th December 
Don’t forget your children will be having their Christmas parties and lunch on 
Thursday 15th December next week.  They can also wear their Christmas Jumpers 
on that day too! Thank you for all your donations so far for Save The Children, the 
official charity of Christmas Jumper Day.  There is still time to donate if you haven’t 
already done so.  Many thanks. 
   
Christmas Fayre - Saturday 10th December 2.00-4.00pm 
Don’t forget the Fayre tomorrow afternoon! Lots of great stalls and games, refreshments and raffle! The Mayor will 
be along at 4.00pm to draw the Raffle.   
 
Christmas Jumpers and Biscuits 
Thank you to Emily, Aria’s Mummy, for organising the second hand Christmas jumper sale and the decorating       
biscuits stall last week.  Together they made nearly £60! Thank you to FoSMS as well for our new Christmas Tree! 
 
Reminder about Allergies 
Thank you for helping us keep those children who have food allergies safe in school and adhering to our blanket     
no-nut policy.  Can we please remind you though, that as some children also have an allergy to sesame, that any 
items made from these are also not allowed in school, for example tahini which is found in Hummus, or sesame 
snack bars.  We are sorry to have to make such restrictions on your child’s packed lunch, but we are sure you        
understand the implications and potential severe outcomes, if these requests are not followed. Thank you very 
much. 
 
Staff Vacancies 
We have vacancies for a Lunchtime Assistant (every day) and a Breakfast Club Playworker (Monday to Wednesday). 
If you are interested in either of these positions, please ask the School Office for more information. Thank you. 
 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Trust. ‘My God is my strength in whom I trust.’ Psalm 18.2 

Staff Changes in the New Year 
In the New Year we are delighted to announce that Rebecca Owen will be joining us permanently as a Teaching 
Assistant in Reception and Year 2 as from January.  She will no longer be working for The School Lunch           
Company as a Catering Assistant.  Miss Bell will be leaving us at the end of next week to start her maternity 
leave and Mr. Whittaker leaves us to increase his teaching commitment at The Batt School full time. We wish 
them both well for the New Year. Finally, please see a message from Mr. Baker below: 
 
Dear Families,  
I have thoroughly enjoyed teaching your children PE over the last 2 terms. However, after Christmas I will have 
to put more time into concentrating on my wraparound care business. Unfortunately, this means I will step back 
from teaching at St Mary's from January 2023. I hope your children have enjoyed the time spent in PE with me 
and I am looking forward to teaching them once again when they make the move up to The Batt School. 
I hope you all have a lovely, restful Christmas break. 
 
Best wishes, Dominic Baker  
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DIARY DATES 

 
 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE - INCLUDING RAFFLE TO BE 

DRAWN BY THE MAYOR AT 4.00PM 

ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00pm 

THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH (PACKED LUNCHES CAN BE 

BROUGHT IN INSTEAD THOUGH, IF PREFERRED) 

CHRISTMAS JUMPERS TO BE WORN FOR THE 

DAY AND CHRISTMAS PARTIES! NORMAL      

UNIFORM ON ‘BOTTOM HALF’. 

ALL IN SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL 1.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JANUARY START OF SPRING TERM 1 ALL 8.40am 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

Remember!   Spring Term starts on Wednesday 4th January 2022 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

