
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 12 – 3rd December 2021 

Dear Families, 
 

With the snow this week, it is certainly  
beginning to feel a lot like Christmas,     
especially as we are in full swing with     
Nativity rehearsals! Thank you for sending 
in costumes and for your support and    
understanding of our ticket allocation     
system. 
 

I would like to share with you some staffing 
updates. As you may know, Miss Elam will 
be starting in Year 1 next term. She will be 
spending Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th 
December in class so that the children can 
get to know her and likewise, Mrs. Lifely, 
will also be meeting with her to handover 
the class. The children and staff have loved              
Mrs. Lifely being part of St Mary’s and I am 
pleased to tell you that from January she 
will be the Year 2 teacher Wednesdays to 
Fridays along with Mrs Wilson who will 
continue teaching on Mondays and      
Tuesdays. 
 

Therefore in January, as well as continuing 
to lead the school alongside Ms Barwell,  I 
will be teaching in every class so that 
teachers can have 'Planning,                   
Preparation and Assessment'  time each 
week. I am also taking on the role of Forest 
School Leader. 
 

We would like to suggest that if your 
child wishes to send Christmas cards to 
their friends that they just send one to the 
whole class. This way, we will be doing our 
little bit for the environment and climate 
change! The post box will be next to our 
Flourishing Tree on Monday morning and 
for the rest of the week. Have a lovely 
weekend. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson, Assistant Headteacher  

This Week in Photos 

 

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office@stmarysinfants.co.uk                  01993 702387 
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Class News 
 

Reception 
 

In Maths this week we have been learning about 2D shapes. We considered the characteristics of shapes 
and thought about how we recognise particular shapes. For instance a triangle has three straight sides and 
three corners, a circle has one curved side and no corners, a rectangle has four corners and four straight 
sides and a square is special because it has four corners and four straight sides that are all the same length. 
We had lots of fun going on a shape hunt around the school and found a variety of shapes in all sizes. We 
have worked hard in our phonics sessions, practising our segmenting and blending for reading as well as 
our segmenting for spelling. In RE we have been learning about The Christmas Story and linking this to the 
songs we are singing in our Nativity Performance. 

 

Year One 
 

We have had lots of fun at playtimes with our friends, enjoying creative and imaginary games. We learn to 
share ideas, value others' contributions, work in partnership, or as a team, and use all the skills we need 
to be a good friend. 
In Maths we have begun our work on Geometry: position and direction focus. We have been describing 
direction and position using common words. Some of the children went onto the playground, blindfolded 
each other and gave directions to a destination. Others created an island and hid ted, or treasure, in     
different locations.  
For our focus on 'healthy living', we have been keeping an exercise diary for the week and shared our       
favourite types of exercise. 
In English we have looked at the features of descriptive writing. We have chosen our favourite place that 
the Snail and Whale visited to describe, using our senses, as if we were there. 

Year Two 
 

This week in maths we have been using ordinal numbers whilst problem solving. We have also been         
practising counting in 10s forwards and backwards from any number. In English the children continued to 
work on their letter writing skills but this time they wrote to Santa. We also learnt how to change the 
meaning of words by adding the prefix ‘un’.  
 
We have been working hard on our Nativity and went to the church to rehearse. Whilst we were there, we 
looked at the gargoyles on the outside of the church which helped us with our designing and making of  
gargoyles out of clay, when we were back in the classroom.   

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 

Year One - 

Paws, Claws 

and Whiskers 

Reception - 

Why do squirrels 

hide their nuts?  

Year Two 

Street Detectives          

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Compassion. ‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,                   

gentleness and patience’. Colossians 3.12  
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Messages & Notices 
 

Christmas Tree Decorations - Winners! 
After lunch, Ms. Barwell looked around the tree in the hall and chose 3 winners from each class to receive a 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd prize.  We had some lovely entries, so thank you to all the children for their artistic efforts.  The winners are: 
Reception: 1st Florence M, 2nd Eira and 3rd Jed.  Year 1: 1st Ben W, 2nd Sophie Wh and 3rd Elijah.                              
Year 2: 1st Emily H, 2nd Maddie and 3rd Freya. Well done! 
 

Nativity Tickets 
The ticket requests have been received and will be given out next Monday 6th for both performances.  Please          
remember to take a mask with you to the Church and sit spaced apart where possible, thank you.  Two ticket         
requests did not have a name on them so if you do not receive the tickets on Monday you believe you ordered please 
ask at the Office.  All we have to go on is they were ordered on 1st December at 12.20pm for 2 tickets for the 9th and 
then another request for 2 tickets for the 7th was made on the 1st at 3.56pm! Many thanks.  We will inform you of 
the drop off and collection arrangements for the evening performance, next week. 
 

Resources 
Are you having a clear out to make room for whatever Santa is bringing?  If so, we would love any old hardly used 
colouring and activity books for our outdoor activity table which the children use at break and lunch time please. Any 
coloured pencils or pens would also be appreciated.  Many thanks for your help with this.  
 

Christingle Making - Wednesday 15th December 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help make Christingles with the children. This will take place on 
Wednesday 15th December at 9.30am until around 11.00am. Please let the office know if you are able to help at all. 
 

Library Help 
We’ve had one parent offer to help, but we are still looking for a couple more volunteers to help run our Library. 
Please speak to your child's class teacher if you can spare a few hours in the afternoon, once a week. Thank you. 
 

Uniform Swap Shop 
We have a large quantity of second-hand uniform, so to help reuse these and save the planet, we thought we would 
hold a uniform swap shop.  We would like some help to sort the uniform, put out the items and man the stall.  Items 
can then be swapped out and a small donation made to the Friends of St. Mary’s.  If you would be interested in  
helping with this, please let us know! Many thanks. 
 

House Challenge 
Last week the children took part in their House Challenge. You will have seen the photos in last week’s Newsletter.  
The overall winners were Well done to everyone! 

Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2022 (Y2 Parents) 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2022 to designated schools.  
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-
school/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying.  If you do require a paper form, please ask the 
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.   
 
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022.  Late applications will not be considered until 
May 2022 (after the first offers have been made).  Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt 
School next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th      
January 2022.  Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred 
schools.  If you have any queries, please ask the School Office. 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-school/make-application
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Diary Dates 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 
Raffle Donations 
Thank you for helping support us with your raffle hamper donations today.  If you need any more tickets 
please let the school office know. The Raffle Draw will take place on Wednesday 15th December. Many 
thanks. 
 
Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 10th December 
Don’t forget that next Friday, 10th December, is Christmas Jumper Day 
in aid of Save The Children.  The children can wear their Christmas 
Jumper on their top half with uniform on the bottom half.  Please send 
in a donation for this worthy charity on the day. Thank you!  

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 6TH DECEMBER EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION MEETING ALL WELCOME 11.00am at THE 
BATT SCHOOL 

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE - IDEAL FOR           
YOUNGER SIBLINGS TO ATTEND 

ALL WELCOME 10.00am IN ST. 
MARY’S CHURCH 

THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE ALL WELCOME 6.30pm IN ST. 
MARY’S CHURCH 

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE 

CHILDREN 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE MAKING MORNING ALL 9.30-11.00am 

WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES FOLLOWED BY THE FOSMS 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DRAW  

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME-
DRAW AT 2.45pm 

THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE SERVICE ALL 10.00am IN ST. 
MARY’S CHURCH 

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL 1.00pm 

TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL  

WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY SPRING TERM STARTS ALL 8.40am 

SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY 

2022 

DEADLINE FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR 3                   

APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 

NEW AND Y2 
FAMILIES 

 

THURSDAY 20TH JANUARY EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION MEETING  2.00pm in School 

https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar
http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

