“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 11 – 27th November 2020
Dear Families,

Celebration of Learning

All of us are aware that the pandemic has
created huge uncertainty and for many this
has led to significant financial pressures.
We have had several organisations contact
us looking to provide support to local
Witney families. If you think your family
would benefit from a helping hand, a
Christmas food box, vouchers for the food
bank or signposting to other services
please, please be in touch. No enquiry is
too small and all will be treated in the
strictest confidence. Together we can
make a difference.
Please remember that from next Monday,
30 November your child can bring in their
outdoor Christmas decoration for our
festive ‘flourishing’ tree. Weather
permitting, we hope to record our
children’s carol singing in the playground
on Thursday and the tree will provide a
splendid seasonal backdrop.
Finally, for the past year or so we have
been exploring options to refurbish the
Year 2 toilets. I am delighted that this will
finally be going ahead in the springtime of
2021. The new loos will be bright, warm
and clean ensuring our children can ‘spend
a penny’ in comfort!

Reception
We turned our maths area
into a toy shop this week
and thought about which
coins we would use to buy
different items from the
shop. For example, the toy
cow cost 5p so we could use
a 5p coin or five 1p coins.
Some children were able to
find even more ways to
make 5p.

Year One
Year One have
had a super week
learning about
position and
direction in our
maths lessons.
We had lots of
fun instructing
our partner
where to position
the bear.

Year Two
Year 2 children
now have the
opportunity to
get creative at
break and
lunch!
Activities
include Lego,
pom-pom
making and
arts and craft.

Kind regards,
Sarah Grier,
Headteacher

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Trust.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why
do squirrels hide
their nuts?

Year One Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...

Year Two - Street
Detectives

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will continue writing our information sentences about woodland animals.
Maths - Next week we will practise writing numerals. We will order numbers, count on
and back from a given number, say one more and one less than a given number and begin
to understand the corresponding addition and subtraction number sentences.
Topic - In PE we will compare how different woodland animals move and then try and
copy these movements e.g. soar like an owl, scurry like a mouse. We will also consider
which animals hibernate during the winter and why some birds migrate in the winter.

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will be learning about exclamation sentences and using them to show excitement
and add interest to our letter writing.
Maths - We will be focusing on adding and subtracting using a number line and adding three
digits to ten using our number bonds to help us.
Topic - We will be focusing on the Nativity in RE and considering what presents we would have
given Jesus if he had been born in Witney.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - We will finish our Power of Reading unit by telling the story from the wolf's point of view.
On Monday and Tuesday we will be completing our Year 1 Phonics Checks. This is a
government requirement as the children missed their Year 1 Phonics Check due to
Lockdown.
Maths - We will be adding and subtracting smaller 2-digit numbers to and from larger
ones.
Topic - We will be looking at how the exterior of houses have changed over time. Please
could you discuss with your child which era your home is from and what features it has.
Thank you.
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Messages & Notices
FOSMS Christmas Raffle
Our wonderful Friends of St Mary’s have, with your support, done a marvellous job in organising an online Christmas
Raffle. Please take a look at the fabulous prizes and purchase your raffle tickets as soon as possible. All monies
raised go to help support our children; indeed, the refurbishment of the Year 2 toilet facilities will be part funded by
a very generous donation from FOSMS. Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support of our school.
Hot Lunches
It would be very helpful if you could please look through the 3 week lunch menu with your child and decide what
meal they would like each day. Since returning to hot lunches every day, not all children are eating their meal and
are quite possibly feeling hungry by the end of the day. If there is something they may not eat, please send in a
packed lunch on that day. The lunches are ordered daily from the Ducklington kitchen. Please note that the
vegetarian menu, which was sent out, was for those parents with children who are vegetarian and have that option
every day. It is not possible to pick and choose each day for those children who usually choose the non-vegetarian
option. If your child wishes to change to a vegetarian menu every day, please can you email the office so we are
aware? Thank you very much.
Christmas Lunch - Thursday 17th December
The children will be having their Christmas lunch on Thursday 17th December this year along with a festive cracker,
and a Christmas tree ice-cream!
The Witney Lions ‘Santanory at 6’ - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during December
You will have received a ParentMail outlining The Witney Lions’ alternative to the Santa and Rudolph sleigh which
cannot visit the streets of Witney this year. So the children do not miss out, they are going to be shown an online
storytime every Monday, Wednesday and Friday in December. Please see this link for their promotional video giving
further details: https://youtu.be/djH6BAatfv0
Age UK Oxfordshire - Christmas Card Project
You may have also seen a message about Age UK Oxfordshire and their aim to provide a little festive spirit to those
people who may be lonely, isolated and vulnerable this Christmas. If you would like to help them by making a
homemade Christmas card with a short message inside and bring them in to school, we will gladly pass these on to
Age UK. The deadline for receipt of these is 7th December. Thank you very much.

DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER

WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 11TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER

CHRISTINGLE MAKING

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 16TH DECEMBER

PANTOMIME ONLINE

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM FINISH TIMES

Y1

1.05pm

Y2

1.10pm

Rec

1.15pm

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

ALL DAY

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY

SPRING 1 TERM STARTS

ALL

NORMAL TIMES

FOSMS Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

