“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 11 – 26th November 2021
Dear Families,

This Week in Photos

This week, we have been busy practising
the songs for our Nativity performance in
assembly and in our classrooms. The
children helped to make up the actions to
the words and have enjoyed learning the
songs, which I am sure they will be singing
at home soon enough!
The Year 2 children will be going to the
church next week for several rehearsals,
but we have already begun learning our
lines in class. Please could you help your
child to learn their words at home too.
The Year 1 children will be angels and
stars. Reception children will be stable
animals and townspeople.
Please see below costume requirements:
Angels - White long sleeved top
and bottoms.
Stars - Plain black long sleeved top and
bottoms.
Animals - Brown, black, beige, yellow, long
sleeved top and bottoms.
Townspeople - plain long sleeved tops and
bottoms (any colour but preferably
matching).
You will be informed whether your child is
an angel, star, animal or townsperson by
your child’s class teacher today.
Please could your child bring their outfit
into school by Friday 3rd December in a
named plastic bag? If you have any
questions or concerns regarding outfits,
please feel free to come and see
me. Thank you for your support with this.
Have a wonderful, possibly wintry
weekend!
With warm regards,

Julie Atkinson, Assistant Headteacher
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office@stmarysinfants.co.uk

01993 702387
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OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE...
Reception Why do squirrels
hide their nuts?

Year One Paws, Claws
and Whiskers

Year Two
Street Detectives

Class News
Reception
This week we watched a video about hedgehogs and then discussed what we had learnt with a talk
partner. For example, we found out that hedgehogs are born blind, they eat slugs, beetles and frogs, they
are nocturnal and that they hibernate during winter. We then had the opportunity to make our own
hedgehogs using clay and spaghetti; it was quite tricky making sure the spaghetti did not snap so we had to
really concentrate. In literacy we have been writing simple sentences, applying all our phonics knowledge
and practising our letter formation too. In maths we have been comparing quantities and saying which
group of objects had the most/more or least/fewer and then linking this to the corresponding numerals
e.g. visualising that 5 is bigger/more than 1.

Year One
The Year 1s are certainly well travelled! This week we took a rocket to the moon in our PE lesson focusing
on jumping and landing. Beginning with quarter turns and progressing to half turns. We also enjoyed
praising others, encouraging them in their learning. In English, we visited volcanoes, coral caves and even
shark infested waters on the back of a humpback whale. We discussed our favourite bit of the story and
the bits we didn't like. We compared our ideas with one another.
In phonics we focused on the long vowel sounds, 'ai', 'ee', 'igh', 'oa' and 'oo'. The children are becoming
more confident in having a go at writing their own words and sharing them with the class.
Our Maths continued with mental addition and subtraction and solving number stories. We looked at the
direct correlation between 3 numbers in both an addition and a subtraction number sentence. In topic we
considered the criteria for sorting and classifying animals into their groups. We explored 'What is
camouflage?' discussing why animals need camouflage to survive.

Year Two
In Year 2 this week, we have been busy practising for our Nativity. The children will be bringing home
their lines and costume requests today. In phonics lessons we have been learning how to add the suffixes
‘ed’ and ‘ing’ to root words. As part of our topic lessons, we wrote letters to West Oxfordshire District
Council based on the results from our questionnaires which you completed for us. Thank you for all of your
responses. In English we have been taking on the role of 'The Wolf' from ‘The Sweetest Song’ story. Some
children decided that the wolf wanted to learn how to sing the Sweetest Song but others decided that he
wanted to eat Little Daughter and even put her into a cake!
We learnt how to use Place Value Cards in maths to help us with
addition and subtraction.

“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

Messages & Notices
Resources
Are you having a clear out to make room for whatever Santa is bringing? If so, we would love any old hardly used
colouring and activity books for our outdoor activity table which the children use at break and lunch time please.
Any coloured pencils or pens would also be appreciated. Many thanks for your help with this.
Christingle Making - Wednesday 15th December
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help make Christingles with the children. This will take place on
Wednesday 15th December at 9.30am until around 11.00am. Please let the office know if you are able to help at all.
Library Help
We’ve had one parent offer to help, but we are still looking for a couple more volunteers to help run our Library.
Please speak to your child's class teacher if you can spare a few hours in the afternoon, once a week. Thank you.
Uniform Swap Shop
We have a large quantity of second-hand uniform, so to help reuse these and save the planet, we thought we would
hold a uniform swap shop. We would like some help to sort the uniform, put out the items and man the stall. Items
can then be swapped out and a small donation made to the Friends of St. Mary’s. If you would be interested in
helping with this, please let us know! Many thanks.
Christmas Jumper Swap
Likewise, if you would like to help get involved in a Christmas Jumper swap before Christmas Jumper Day on Friday
10th December, please let the office know! Thank you.
Birthday Books
Just over a year ago, we introduced Birthday Books to help celebrate the children’s birthdays. It doesn’t matter if
their birthday is at the weekend or in the holidays, we will always find the time to celebrate. Historically, parents
brought in sweets or cakes to share; however, this can be difficult for those with food allergies, food intolerances
and dietary needs. Therefore, we introduced the alternative ‘sharing’ option and so we encourage you and your child
(instead of bringing in sweets or cakes) to choose a book from their classroom or home and share it with the rest of
the class. We hope you’ll agree that this will add to your child feeling really important on their day. We look forward
to sharing birthday books as part of celebrating your child's special day here at St Mary's.
Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2022 (Y2 Parents)
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2022 to designated schools.
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-juniorschool/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying. If you do require a paper form, please ask the
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2022. Late applications will not be considered until
May 2022 (after the first offers have been made). Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt
School next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th
January 2022. Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred
schools. If you have any queries, please ask the School Office.

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Compassion. ‘Clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience’. Colossians 3.12
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HOUSE SPORTS CHALLENGE

Today all the children participated in a House Sports Challenge in which they practised their basketball skills, along
with learning how to work as part of a team. Lots of fun was had even though the weather was rather chilly!

FOSMS Facebook Group:

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Diary Dates
Remember to check out our website calendar here.
Friday 3rd December - Non-Uniform Day for a Raffle Donation
Don’t forget that next Friday, 3rd December, is a non-uniform day in exchange for a raffle donation for the
Friends of St. Mary’s big Christmas Raffle. Reception children are asked to donate a bottle of something
lovely (can be for the shower, bath or for drinking), Year 1 something sweet and Y2 something savoury
please! FoSMS would be very grateful for all help. These items will then be put together in hampers to
make wonderful prizes. Tickets will be coming home today in envelopes so look out for them! The Raffle
Draw will take place on Wednesday 15th December. We will set up a table in the top playground (or hall if
the weather is wet) for donations to be dropped off. Many thanks.
DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY
29TH NOVEMBER

BRING IN A CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATION
WITH A DONATION OF £1 TO WIN A PRIZE

ALL

FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER

NON-UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE FOR
DONATIONS TO CHRISTMAS RAFFLE HAMPERS

ALL

MONDAY 6TH DECEMBER

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION MEETING ALL WELCOME 11.00am at THE
BATT SCHOOL

TUESDAY 7TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCE - IDEAL FOR
YOUNGER SIBLINGS TO ATTEND

ALL WELCOME 10.00am IN ST.
MARY’S CHURCH

THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCE

ALL WELCOME 6.30pm IN ST.
MARY’S CHURCH

FRIDAY 10TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE
CHILDREN

IN SCHOOL TIME

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE MAKING MORNING

ALL

9.30-11.00am

WEDNESDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES FOLLOWED BY THE FOSMS
CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DRAW

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIMEDRAW AT 2.45pm

THURSDAY 16TH DECEMBER

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

ALL

10.00am IN ST.
MARY’S CHURCH

FRIDAY 17TH DECEMBER

END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH

ALL

1.00pm

TUESDAY 4TH JANUARY

INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS

ALL

WEDNESDAY 5TH JANUARY

SPRING TERM STARTS

ALL

SATURDAY 15TH JANUARY
2022

DEADLINE FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR 3
APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2022

THURSDAY 20TH JANUARY

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION MEETING

FOSMS Facebook Group:

8.40am

NEW AND Y2
FAMILIES

www.facebook.com/FOSMSW

2.00pm in School

