
“Together we love to learn and learn to love”  

St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 11 – 25th November 2022 

Dear Families, 
 

This week I had the pleasure of visiting all the 
classes to see the phonics and spelling            
learning that was taking place. In Year Two, 
their spelling objective for the week was   
silent letters which are normally found at the 
beginning of words e.g. ‘wr’, ‘kn’ and ‘gn’. 
When Miss Adair asked for an example the 
first word that was offered was knickers! I 
hope that you and your child are engaging 
with the spelling work that goes home every 
week as doing so will consolidate the        
learning that has taken place in class.  
 

In Year One, the children are using phonic 
books to practise the sounds taught and 
clearly enjoyed Miss Elam sharing their 
written work using a visualiser. They were 
very good at listening to feedback from her 
and each other on how they could improve 
their work. Don't forget to log onto            
ActiveLearn where we allocate reading books 
based on previous sounds taught in phonics 
lessons. 
 

In Reception, the children used lots of their 
Learning Muscles to show me what they had 
previously learnt in phonics and to help them 
learn their new sound 'b'. I was very            
impressed when they were able to sound out 
'cabin!' Mrs Wills has allocated the lesson to 
you all on ActiveLearn and letter formation 
sheets can be found in book bags. 
 

Thank you for all you do to support your  
children with reading, spelling and phonics at 
home. Please feel free to come and see your 
child's class teacher or myself if you have any 
questions or comments about the teaching 
and learning of phonics at St. Mary’s.  
 

Have a lovely weekend. 
 

With warm regards, 
Julie Atkinson 
Assistant Headteacher 

This Week in Photos 
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Reception 
We have been very impressed by the amount of independent writing we have observed within our classroom this 
week. The children are really applying what they have been learning in their phonics lessons to have a go at sounding 
out words and then write the corresponding letter. We have seen cvc (consonant, vowel, consonant) words to match 
pictures, shopping lists and even attempts to write stories and newsletters. When we saw sunshine this week, the 
children initiated the construction of a balancing and jumping challenge which promoted co-operation and taking 
turns. In maths, we have been counting out objects to match numerals and then we started to compare different 
quantities using the language of 'more than' and 'fewer than'. Continuing with our topic work on Marvellous               
Machines, the children were very interested to look at pictures of different machines, some they had seen before, 
some of the machines we have at home (or similar versions) whereas other machines were new to us. We thought 
about how some machines worked if they did not get their power through electricity.  

 

 

Year One 
We have started to feel very festive this week. Lots of Christmas books arrived in the classroom and we used pictures 
from them, coupled with old Christmas cards, to inspire our own Christmas printing block designs. We loved using 
rollers to ink the blocks and print onto our cards. We discovered that any writing we did on the block appeared  
backwards! We also enjoyed playing lots of maths games this week. We rolled marbles under a numbered arch and 
added up strings of numbers below five to find our score total. We rolled dice and moved counters backwards on a 
number track to practise our subtraction and counting 1:1. Many children want to count the starting number as they 
move their counter; it would be great to practise playing more simple games like this at home. In English, we planned 
and started writing our own stories based on ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ by Judith Kerr. In computing, we learnt to 
use the app Chatterkid to make objects talk. We also learnt to resize, crop, edit the hue and add stickers to our     
photos and videos. Once finished we learnt how to download our video to our camera roll and upload it to our     
Seesaw learning journal. In history, we have been learning to order toys on a time line and talk about time periods. In 
RHE, we discussed what is fair and unfair. We discovered that sometimes everyone having the same thing is not fair 
as different people have different needs.  

Year Two 
In Maths, we have moved onto our new topic on Shape and are still reviewing addition and subtraction in between.  
We continue to sentence stack and look at new exciting vocabulary to put into our story writing. We are learning our 
new spelling rule through practical activities and handwriting.  In P.E, Mr. Baker played several team games, one      
being hitters and dodgers and using our bodies to do balancing in different ways.  In Art we are beginning to recreate 
works of famous artists and use the primary and secondary colours. Some children have brought in books such as 
Pablo Piscasso and Monet to share with the class.  We have had some lovely presentations from the children           
bringing in things from home; a hobby, something related to Amazing achievers and some stories. It is fantastic! 
Keep them coming in please.  Have a fabulous weekend! 

OUR TOPICS THIS  TERM ARE... 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

Reception - Marvellous                   

Machines 
Year One -  

 A Toy Story 
Year Two -       

Amazing              

Achievers 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
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Messages and Notices 
 

 

Walking Bus - Collection at The Batt School 
The Walking Bus was put in place to help parents having to collect children from St. Mary’s and The Batt School to 
enable them to only have to pick up from one place.  We hope those parents who use it, find it useful.  We would 
just ask that you are prompt at collecting your St. Mary’s child from the Walking Bus stop at The Batt School.  Some 
of our staff who undertake this for us also have children to collect so would really appreciate it if you can be there 
promptly to meet the Walking Bus. Thank you for your help with this. 
 

Staff Briefings 
Twice a week, on a Monday and a Thursday, we try to hold a Staff Briefing as sometimes it is the only chance we get 
to be all together to catch up on a few important issues for the week.  If we are a couple of minutes late opening the 
door in the morning on those days, that is the reason why, so we are sorry if we keep you waiting a couple of extra 
minutes! Thank you for your patience. 
 

Second-Hand Christmas Jumper Sale and Second-Hand Uniform - 1st/2nd December 
Don’t forget that the Friends of St. Mary’s will be selling the second-hand Christmas jumpers and uniform next week 
on Thursday and Friday. There may also be some Christmas treats available! 
 

School Discos 
You will have received a ParentMail yesterday about the School Discos on Friday next week.  Please place your ticket 
orders with the Friends of St. Mary’s and remember to order your meat or vegetarian hotdog option! Please put 
your child’s name and class on the order, in the message box. The Reception children are invited to bring in their 
disco clothes in a named bag to change into before 3.00pm.  Reception parents can then collect their child from the 
top playground at 3.45pm. The Year 1 and 2 children should be collected at the normal time and then return to 
school, in their disco dancing outfits, at 4.00pm. They will then be ready for collection at 5.00pm.  Many thanks. 
 

Wreath-Making Event 
Thank you to all of those who joined in with the wreath-making this week.  Everyone had a great time and made 
some wonderful wreaths.  A huge £146.54 profit was also raised! Thank you so much to Emily, Aria’s Mum, for     
organising and running this event.  The first of many more at the request of the participants! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children In Need & The Royal British Legion 
Thank you for helping us raise £95.80 for Children In Need last week! 
Also, the Royal British Legion have let us know that we helped them by raising £79.41 through sales during the week 
up to Remembrance Sunday. Throughout the whole of Witney, the RBL managed to raise a magnificent £35,065.74.  
Thank you very much. 

The Collective Worship theme this half term is Trust. ‘My God is my strength in whom I trust.’ Psalm 18.2 
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DIARY DATES 

 
 
 

 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/FOSMSW  

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

THURSDAY 1ST DECEMBER SECOND-HAND CHRISTMAS JUMPERS SALE AND 

SECOND-HAND UNIFORM 

ALL  

FRIDAY 2ND DECEMBER DISCOS - RECEPTION                                         

YEARS 1 AND 2 

ALL 3.00-3.45pm   

4.00-5.00pm 

TUESDAY 6TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH - 

YOUNGER SIBLINGS INVITED TO ATTEND 

ALL WELCOME 1.30pm 

WEDNESDAY 7TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCE IN CHURCH ALL WELCOME 6.30pm 

THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY IN AID OF SAVE THE 

CHILDREN 

ALL  

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE - INCLUDING RAFFLE TO BE 

DRAWN BY THE MAYOR 

ALL WELCOME 2.00-4.00pm 

THURSDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH (PACKED LUNCHES CAN BE 

BROUGHT IN INSTEAD THOUGH, IF PREFERRED) 

ALL IN SCHOOL 

FRIDAY 16TH DECEMBER END OF AUTUMN TERM - EARLY FINISH ALL 1.00pm 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JANUARY START OF SPRING TERM 1 ALL 8.40am 

Payment Options: For trips, clubs, breakfast club, uniform etc, it is possible to pay by BACS using the following      

details: Account Name: ODST T/A St. Mary’s CE Inf Sch   Sort Code: 30-99-78   Account No: 74472968 

Remember to check out our website calendar here. 

http://www.facebook.com/FOSMSW
https://st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk/useful-info/calendar

