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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 10 – 20th November 2020 

Dear Families, 
 

As we head towards the end of November, 
we are starting to turn our attention to all 
things Christmassy here at St Mary’s.  Miss 
Reynolds has begun to teach the children 
their Christmas songs (in a Covid safe way!) 
as part of our contribution to the Witney 
Christmas Service.  Mr Wakefield has    
generously offered to record our outdoor 
performance and we are very grateful for 
his kind offer and expertise. 
 

Every year our children bring in homemade 
decorations to decorate our Christmas tree 
which we display in the school hall.  This 
year we would like to hang the decorations 
on our ‘flourishing tree’ which is just inside 
the entrance to the school.  This will mean 
that all the children can see our bespoke 
tree as they come into school every     
morning and the decorations will also    
feature on our Christmas recording. If your 
child would like to make and bring in a  
decoration, please could they do so during 
the week beginning 30 November.  Please 
remember the decorations will be on      
display outdoors, so where possible they 
will need to be weatherproof! 
 

Kind regards, 
Sarah Grier,  
Headteacher 
 

Celebration of Learning   

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Reception   
Reception children have    
displayed the learning      
muscles Hector Hound and 
Sidney Sponge when they 
showed lots of curiosity and 
enjoyment during our sensory 
experience of mixing corn 
flour with conditioner. There 
was lots of discussion around 
the different textures that the 
children made. 

Year One                         
This week we      
received a parcel 
from the Jolly     
Postman. Inside 
was a letter         
thanking us for  
asking the Blue 
Cross Rehoming 
Centre fantastic 
questions. The Jolly 
Postman asked 
whether we would 
like to find out 
about his job too!  

Year Two                        
In English, we 
acted out the 
story of ‘The 
Sweetest 
Song’.  

The Collective Worship theme for this half term is Trust.                                      
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 
 

English - Linking into our topic, we will write some information sentences about squirrels 
and hedgehogs.  
 
Maths -  We will continue to work on recognising and naming coins as well as starting to 
make small amounts of money by paying for different toys in our toy shop. 
 
Topic - Using information books and researching facts on a computer, we will learn more 
about squirrels and start to find out about hedgehogs.  

 

 

 

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 
 

English - We will begin to read our key text for this term, ‘The Jolly Postman and Other People’s 
letters’ by Janet and Allan Ahlberg. We will focus on writing letters to the different characters 
including using question sentences to give advice and find out information.  
 
Maths -  We will focus on space and measure this week including learning about position and 
direction; and measure using standard and non-standard units.  
 
Topic - We will be taking a closer look at tigers this week. We will research where they live and 
use oil pastels to carefully replicate a real tiger.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 
 

English - We will be looking at the story of 'The Sweetest Song' by Hugh Lupton from the point of view of Mama and 
Papa. Spelling homework will be sent home in book bags today. We will have a spelling test every Friday and your 
child's score will be recorded on a sheet in their reading record. Please message me on 
ClassDojo if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Maths -  We will be using 10p and 1p coins to help us understand place value. We will be 
finding and recording all possible amounts using 10p and 1p coins. We will find 10p more 
and 10p less of an amount  
 
Topic - We will continue to investigate what Witney was like in the past. In RE we will be 
preparing for Christmas by making Advent wreaths.  

OUR TOPICS THIS HALF TERM ARE... 
Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

Reception - Why 

do squirrels hide 

their nuts?  
Year Two - Street 

Detectives          
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Messages & Notices 
 

Year 3 Junior Admissions: September 2021 (Y2 Parents) and Reception Applications 
Oxfordshire County Council are now accepting applications for Y3 entry in September 2021 to designated schools.  
Please apply on-line at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/admission-junior-
school/make-application as this is the most secure way of applying.  If you do require a paper form, please ask the 
School Office and we can also email it through to Admissions for you.   
 
Please note the closing date for applications is 15th January 2021.  Late applications will not be considered until May 
2021 (after the first offers have been made).  Please remember that if you wish your child to attend The Batt School 
next September, you are guaranteed a place there as long as you apply in this first round, i.e. by 15th January 2021.  
Parents who make a late application are less likely to be offered a place at one of their preferred schools.  If you 
have any queries, please ask the School Office. 
 
This is also the same application deadline for those wishing to apply for a Reception place for September 2021. 
 
Hot School Lunches 
We are pleased to be able to let you know that as from next Monday, 23rd November, we will be offering a hot 
school lunch every day.  The children will be asked every morning if they are having a school lunch or if they have 
brought in their own packed lunch (which they are welcome to do).  The hot lunches will continue to be served in the 
class bubbles.  Attached to this Newsletter will be menus for a three week rota. Next week will be Week 3. We hope 
the children will enjoy some new choices throughout the week, especially our newest children in Reception. 
 
Please can we remind you that if your child brings in a packed lunch containing grapes, these must be cut up to avoid 
a choking hazard. Thank you. 
 
Afternoon Collection 
Thank you to all our families for supporting our collection arrangements at the end of the day.  For safety’s sake 
please could we ask that you do not wait between or near the parked cars at the entrance to the school.  We have 
also had some concerns recently about the safety of children after they have been collected playing near the road 
and even climbing on the benches and lamp posts.  We appreciate that when offsite the children are your              
responsibility, but we are always mindful of both your and their safety.   
 
End of Term Reports 
These will be sent home in bookbags on Monday 14 December. 

DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

WEDNESDAY 9TH DECEMBER WHOLE SCHOOL NASAL FLU VACCINES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER CHRISTINGLE MAKING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS LUNCH ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 18TH DECEMBER END OF TERM FINISH TIMES Y1 

Y2 

Rec 

1.05pm 

1.10pm 

1.15pm 

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS ALL ALL DAY 

TUESDAY 5TH JANUARY SPRING 1 TERM STARTS ALL NORMAL TIMES 

FOSMS Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 
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