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Dear Families, 
 

This week I had the pleasure of teaching Year 
1 on Tuesday afternoon.   The children were 
designing and creating their own superhero 
masks and the room was full of feathers and 
beads and gleaming with glitter and sparkles.  
Once the masks were tied on it was difficult 
to recognise the children thus creating       
perfect disguises for their superhero            
adventures! 
 

I am sure you will have noticed on our       
newsletter dates that, after half term, our 
parent meetings are scheduled for either 
Wednesday 28 February or Thursday 1 
March.  Further details will be sent out next 
week to enable you to book your                 
appointment to meet with your child’s class 
teacher.  During the evening there will be an 
opportunity for you to look at your child’s 
books and review their learning.  We will also 
provide you with data from our Target      
Tracker assessment and progress programme.  
This will provide information on the progress 
your child is making and how you can support 
them at home. 
 

This week is the first of our competitive cake 
sales with Year 2 setting the standard. My 
thanks to all of you for being so generous 
with your donations and I look forward to 
reporting to you the amount the class raised.  
What a delicious way to start the weekend. 
 

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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MP Visit 
We are delighted to have been contacted by our local MP, Robert Courts, who is going to visit St. Mary’s on  

Friday 23rd March.  We will keep you updated on details of his visit. 

Reception                               
We were very curious when 
hunting for patterns in the 
outdoor environment.  We 
used our language skills to 
describe the patterns to each 
other. 

Year One                         
This week we made      
superhero masks. Mrs 
Grier was really impressed 
with our cutting skills but 
it was quite tricky to cut 
out the eyes. We used a 
variety of materials to  
decorate our masks and 
even got the glitter out!  

Year Two                                

As part of our topic, we 

have been   looking at the 

different flags of famous 

pirates. We have been in-

vestigating the different 

symbols that were used on 

the flags and talking about 

what these symbols could 

have meant. We    designed 

our own pirate flag which 

we tried to make as scary 

and fearsome as    possible. 

Come and have a look at our 

flags if you are brave 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - Once again our topic and literacy work will combine as the children will discover a       
surprise in the garden and they will have to decide what to do with their surprise. This will all 
lead on to an exciting writing opportunity.  
 

Maths - We will be looking at 3D shapes; cube, cuboid, cone, cylinder and sphere. We will        
investigate whether shapes roll or slide and consider which shapes are good for building models 
with.  
 

Topic - We will be writing about the surprise in the garden but will also try and name Traditional Tales from clues 
given to us. We look forward to sharing our work with you next week during our Key Group Sessions.  

 

Reception     

Will you read me 

a story?   
Year Two  

               Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will be reading the story ‘Traction Man is Here’ by Mini Grey. We will look at how the 
characters are feeling and what they are thinking and write sentences to show this.  We will find out 
about different settings for stories and write about what Traction Man’s adventure.   
 

Maths  - Count on and back in tens from any number; begin to count in 5s and 2s recognising         
multiples of 5 end in 5 and 0; children begin to count in 2s; estimate a number of objects within a 
range and count by grouping into 10s or 5s. 
 

Topic - We will use superfoods to make pasta salad and smoothies.  We will learn about our senses and label 
them on our body. We will use our senses to take part in taste, touch, smell and sight tests and find out who has got 
superhero powers. Please let me know if your child has any allergies. Thank you. 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - After learning all about the life of Captain James Cook we will be writing an information booklet about him.  
We will be looking at the organisational features of an information book and thinking about how we can apply this 
to our own booklet. We will include pictures with captions and think about how best to organise the writing and 
what subheadings to use for the different paragraphs.   
 

Maths - We will be learning about recognising and identifying the properties (including 
faces and vertices) of 3D shapes. We will be making 3D shapes out of straws and play 
dough; sorting 3D shapes according to properties and naming the 2D shapes that make up the faces of 3D shapes.  
 

Topic - We are having a visit from The Safety Centre (Hazard Alley) who will be running a session with the children 
about internet safety. The session will consist of varied activities and age appropriate films to give the children the 
knowledge and skills to recognise risks and keep themselves safe online. We will also be going to Henry Box to watch 
their performance of ‘High School Musical’ . 

Year One 

Superheroes 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
Winning House Team Reward  
Our St. Mary’s house teams, Bouncy Blueberries, Sporty Strawberries, Muscly Mangoes and Keep-Fit Kiwis, are busy 
this term accumulating pompoms which are awarded for positive behaviour and learning.  The school council have 
met and agreed that this term the reward for the winning house is to bake and decorate cakes and biscuits.  What a 
treat to look forward to during the week before half term. 
 
Return to School after Illness 
With several bugs and viruses going around we would like to remind you of the School’s Policy regarding returning  
to School after a bout of illness.  If your child has been sick and/or had an upset stomach, they should not return to 
School for 48 hours.  This is to help everyone stop the spread of infection throughout the School and especially 
amongst the children. 
 
Milk and Fruit 
Our Milk Monitors encourage our children to ‘drink up’ at playtime.  The monitors  
do a sterling job and since their introduction we have seen a significant increase in 
the amount of milk consumed.  Great for bones and strong teeth!  
 

 
 
 
 
Chickenpox 
There has been a case of chickenpox in school this week.  If you child feels unwell and has a temperature this may be 
the start of the virus.  Spots will then appear and are infectious until they have dried up.  Children cannot come into 
school until the last spot has dried and this is usually a minimum of 5 days.  Please let us know if your child is         
diagnosed as there may be parents in school who are vulnerable and need to know. 
 
Volunteer ARCh Readers Needed 

          

Could you help a child to read and change their life forever? 

Reading Helpers needed  

ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered charity which operates in Oxfordshire primary schools to 
help children who are struggling with reading. 
 

All it takes is one and a half hours twice a week during the school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary school near 
you.   Full training is given and we provide ongoing support and reimburse travel expenses. 
 

To find out more, visit our website www.archoxfordshire.org.uk Or telephone us on 01869 320380. 
The charity obtains enhanced DBS checks on all volunteers before placement.  Registered Charity Number 1146276 

http://www.archoxfordshire.org.uk
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 29TH JANUARY STEGOSAURUS KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH 

MRS. WILLS 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

STEGOSAURUS GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

TUESDAY 30TH JANUARY UNICORN KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH    

MRS. GOODMAN 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

UNICORN GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 1ST FEBRUARY LIONS KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH           

MRS. HULME AND MRS. LEE 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

LIONS GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 1ST FEBRUARY FOSMS RECYCLING CLOTHES COLLECTION ALL FAMILIES 9.00am 

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE YEAR 1 3.00pm 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY CHINESE NEW YEAR WORKSHOPS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY YEAR POETRY RECITAL SHARING MORNING YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RECEPTION WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

(SCHOOL NURSE TEAM) 

RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY HANDWRITING WORKSHOP-REFRESHER ALL FAMILIES 9.00am 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY YEARS 1 & 2 HOMEWORK SHARING  -     

PARENTS WELCOME 

YEARS 1 & 2 PARENTS 2.45pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE RECEPTION 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY HALF TERM HOLIDAY ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY SPRING TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY BLUE CROSS VISIT TO RECEPTION CLASS RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 4.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH WORLD BOOK DAY ALL  

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.10-5.30pm 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

FRIDAY 23RD MARCH ROBERT COURTS MP VISITING ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 27TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARENTS - SATS MEETING YEAR 2 2.15pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

