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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 15 – 12th January 2018 

Dear Families, 
 

Happy New Year and a warm welcome back 
to you all. I hope you had a joyful Christmas.  
 

Learning this week got off to a wow start with 
each of our year groups coming to school 
dressed as superheroes, pirates or fairy tale 
characters.  The range of costumes was      
fantastic and the choice of superheroes and 
fairy tale characters very interesting.  There 
were plenty of Wonder Women, little pigs 
and some rather scary looking wolves.  Year 2 
was awash with pirates who were singing sea 
shanties as they scrubbed the decks! 
 

To accompany their theme, Year 1 had a  
number of visitors who came to share their 
expertise or ‘superhero powers’ with the 
class.  The children were inspired by the     
visitors who included a trauma nurse,          
firefighters, PCSOs, an RAF officer and a    
fighter pilot. 
 

My thanks to all who helped to create such 
valuable learning opportunities for our      
children. 
 

I hope you had a chance to visit our new  
website over the holidays and are finding it 
useful.  We have introduced a new diary  
function which you may like to explore.  The 
diary enables visitors to filter events by year 
group and we hope this will prove helpful.  
More dates and events will be added in the 
next few weeks so please keep visiting the 
site. 
 

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   
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Reception                              
We had lots of fun dressing 
up as a traditional tale      
character. We wondered 
what it would be like if we 
were a king or a queen for a 
day and what rule we would 
make. We followed a trail of 
pebbles but we had a more 
pleasant surprise at the end 
than Hansel and Gretel did! 

Year One                         
In art we learnt how to 
make a paint wash to show 
a sky. We had to listen  
carefully to Mrs Fox’s       
instructions. Miss Atkinson 
took photos of us in our  
superhero outfits             
pretending to fly and we 
made a skyline out of black 
and yellow paper. The     
finished work looks like we 
are flying across the city. 
Please feel free to come in 
and see our work. 

Year Two                          
This week we had our WOW day! 
The children really got into    
characters wearing their brilliant 
costumes. During the day they 
learnt sea shanties, investigated 
famous pirates and decorated 
biscuits to name but a few 
things. Did you know that the 
only pirate to ever actually bury 
any treasure was William Kidd 
and pirates didn’t get people to 
walk the plank, they would just 
throw them straight overboard  
instead! 
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We will practise using our phonics skills to write cvc words and to write words, captions 
and sentences for our displays linked to our new topic. We will make a story map for ‘The       
Gingerbread Man’ and use it to re-tell the story.  
 

Maths - We will be exploring and identifying patterns, including line symmetry in images and  
simple shapes. We will create and extend repeating patterns involving two, three and four items, 
including images and objects.  
 

Topic - We will be listening to various traditional tales and using our puppets to re-tell some of 
the stories. We will bake our own gingerbread men and use our noses to smell different scents in porridge oats.  

 

Reception     

Will you read me 

a story?   
Year Two  

               Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will continue to learn about real life superheroes and write sentences about them using 
capital letters and full stops. In spelling, we will be revising phase 3 digraphs and the trigraphs ‘ear’, 
‘igh’ and ‘air’. A trigraph is three letters that make a sound, for example ‘air’ in stairs, ‘ear’ in fear and 
‘igh’ in night. 
 

Maths  - Revise pairs to 5, 6, 7, 10 and doubles to double 6; derive subtraction facts; understand a 
symbol being used for an unknown; use number facts to solve simple addition and subtraction word 
problems; find pairs of numbers with a total of 8. 
 

Topic  - We will begin to learn about Florence Nightingale and find out why she is considered a superhero.  We will 
investigate the past by looking at photos connected to Florence. We will put major events in her life into a timeline 
and ask and answer relevant questions about the past by taking part in role play.  

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will be reading the book ‘The Night Pirates’ by Peter Harris and Deborah Allwright. Using the text we 
will hunt for pirate words hidden throughout the book and create our own pirate dictionary. Using our knowledge of 
expanded noun phrases, we will then write detailed descriptions of the pirates in the book.  
 

Maths - We will be revising number bonds to 10 and then using that knowledge to  
subtract from 10 and 20 by finding the complement to 10. We will then move on by 
finding the difference between two numbers by counting on. Towards the end of the 
week, we will apply everything we have learnt by solving one-step and two-step problem questions. 
 

Topic - We will be learning to draw a boat looking carefully at shapes and form. We will be drawing from different 
angles, above, sideways and from the front. We will also be looking at the journey navigated by Captain Cook and 
locate on a world map the countries of Hawaii, Australia, New Zealand, Tahiti and the province of Newfoundland. 
We will also be using a simple key to enhance our maps.    

Year One 

Superheroes 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
 
 
 

Year 2 Transfer  to Year 3 - Admissions Deadline 
Please remember that the deadline for submitting your application for a Year 3 place is next Monday 15th January.   
 
Message from the Friends of St. Mary’s School                                                                                                                         
We have organised for a company to come and collect unwanted second hand clothes from the school on the 1st 
February, 2018.  If you are thinking of having a clear out before then please hold on to any items as the school will 
receive 50p per kilo.  Many thanks.  Amber Wing, Chair of FOSMS. 
 
Competitive Cake Sales are back! 
Please keep an eye out for flyers about your child’s class cake sale.  All the dates are in the calendar page. 
 
FoSMS Meeting            

The Friends of St. Mary’s will be meeting in school next Tuesday morning, 16th January at 9.00am.  Everyone is     
welcome including siblings and pre-schoolers.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
E-Safety Parents’ Workshop 
Please look out next week for a letter regarding an e-Safety Workshop which we would like to run for parents.           
E-Safety day is the 6th February so we hope to run the Workshop on Thursday 8th February between 6.00pm-
7.00pm. 
 
After School Clubs 
We now have an after school club running each day and you should have received confirmation of which club your 
child is attending.  If you have not paid yet, please do so as soon as possible to the school office.  If you wish to pay 
via BACS please ask the school office for the bank details. 
 
Reception Class Key Group Drop-In Sessions 
Next week, each key group in Reception are welcoming parents in to the classroom to share their books, have an 
informal chat with their key worker and stay and play.  Please see the diary dates for your child’s key group drop-in 
day. 

 
Pupil Premium Eligibility—   Do you receive any of the following ? 

Income Support/Employment Support Allowance                             Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 

Support under the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999             Universal Credit 
Child Tax Credit                  State Pension Credit 

If you do, the school could be eligible to claim certain grants for your child.  This is a significant amount of money 

that can be used to support your child as well as other children in our School. Even if you are only eligible for a 

short amount of time, the Pupil Premium funding stays with your child for six years. Please Office to see how we 

could help your child.  All matters will be treated in the strictest confidence. 
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Year One Superhero Wow Day! 
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Year Two Land Ahoy! Wow Day!    
 

Arrr, me hearties! 
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

TUESDAY 16TH JANUARY 2018 FRIENDS OF ST MARYS MEETING IN 

SCHOOL 

ALL WELCOME 9.00am 

THURSDAY 25TH JANUARY FULL GOVERNING BODY MEETING   

FRIDAY 26TH JANUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE YEAR 2 3.00pm 

MONDAY 29TH JANUARY STEGOSAURUS KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH 

MRS. WILLS 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

STEGOSAURUS GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

TUESDAY 30TH JANUARY UNICORN KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH    

MRS. GOODMAN 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

UNICORN GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 1ST FEBRUARY LIONS KEY GROUP DROP-IN WITH           

MRS. HULME AND MRS. LEE 

RECEPTION PARENTS -

LIONS GROUP 

9.00-10.00am 

THURSDAY 1ST FEBRUARY FOSMS RECYCLING CLOTHES COLLECTION ALL FAMILIES 9.00am 

FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE YEAR 1 3.00pm 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY CHINESE NEW YEAR WORKSHOPS ALL YEARS IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 5TH FEBRUARY YEAR POETRY RECITAL SHARING MORNING YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

WEDNESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY RECEPTION WEIGHTS & MEASURES 

(SCHOOL NURSE TEAM) 

RECEPTION IN SCHOOL TIME 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY HANDWRITING WORKSHOP-REFRESHER ALL FAMILIES 9.00am 

THURSDAY 8TH FEBRUARY YEARS 1 & 2 HOMEWORK SHARING  -     

PARENTS WELCOME 

YEARS 1 & 2 PARENTS 2.45pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY COMPETITIVE CAKE SALE RECEPTION 3.00pm 

FRIDAY 9TH FEBRUARY END OF HALF TERM ALL 2.55pm 

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY SPRING TERM RESTARTS ALL 8.40am 

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 4.00-7.00pm 

THURSDAY 1ST MARCH PARENTS’ MEETINGS ALL 3.10-5.30pm 

TUESDAY 13TH MARCH YEAR 2 PARTNERSHIP CONCERT AT WOOD 

GREEN 

YEAR 2 EVENING 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

