“Together we love to learn and learn to love”

St. Mary’s CE Infant School
Newsletter
No. 9 - 10th November 2017
Dear Families,
This week during collective worship we have
been reflecting on the meaning of
remembrance and today, Mr. Exham, some
children and I walked to the War Memorial
to lay a wreath on behalf of St. Mary's.
Mr. Exham led us in prayer and we observed
a moment’s silence as we recognised the
sacrifices made not just by the Armed Forces
of the past, but by today’s generation too.
This evening I am looking forward to joining
the children at our Christmas movie night. I
am sure we shall enjoy watching some old
film favourites while eating popcorn. My
thanks once again to the fabulous Friends of
St. Mary's for organising the event.
Finally another reminder to register your
votes for the Aviva Community Fund.
Registration takes 5 minutes so please click
on this Link to register your votes. So far we
have registered 1,174 votes. It would be
incredible if we could hit 1,500 votes by next
Friday! Each and every vote helps us get
closer to our chance of winning a significant
grant donation. Thank you for your support.
With kind regards,
Sarah Grier
Headteacher

Celebration of Learning
Reception
The Reception Children have been
2D shape spotters this week. We
went on a shape hunt around the
school and found lots of squares,
circles, triangles and rectangles. We
started to describe shapes using
mathematical language.

Year One
On Monday, we met lots of
rescue animals and learnt
lots of interesting facts
about them during our visit
from Amate Animalia. Did
you know that a chameleon
can only change to a lighter
or darker shade of the
colour that it is and isn’t
able to choose a colour to
blend in with its
surroundings?

Year Two
Super Numbies is always a
highlight of the Year 2 week.
When asked why the children
like it so much their responses
included, ‘because I love maths,
it’s my favourite subject’ and
‘Super Numbies is fun and our
brains grow too’.

Christmas Lunch—Wednesday 13th December
This will be served on Wednesday 13th December. A ParentMail has been sent out with details of the menu on offer.
We need to let the kitchen know how many lunches are needed by the 4th December, so please can you let the
office know if your child would NOT like a Christmas Lunch on that day. If we do not hear from you, we will order
your child a lunch. There is a vegetarian offer as well. Thank you.
www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk

01993 702387
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Reception - Why do
squirrels hide their
nuts?

Year One Paws,
Claws and
Whiskers

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE...

Year Two - Beat,
Band, Boogie!

Next Week’s Learning in Reception
English - We will be completing our firework writing as well as practising letter formation in our
work books.
Maths - We will be learning about money; recognising coins, recognising that different coins have
different values and begin to match real coins to amounts of money e.g. 2p is two 1p coins, 5p is five 1p coins.
Topic - We will read the story Pumpkin Soup and then make our own autumn soup. We will look at different
vegetables and use our senses to describe them e.g. what does it smell like? What does it taste like? What does it
feel like? Why not have a go at home!

Next Week’s Learning in Year One
English - We will continue looking at the text ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’ and take on the role of the characters
during role play. We will write about what the characters could have said during different parts
of the story. We will use the phrases ‘now’, ‘next’ and ‘after that’ to help us retell the story
when writing. We will revise the digraphs ‘er’ and ‘ur’ as in ‘letter’ and ‘nurse’.
Maths - We will continue to look at ordinal numbers 1st to 10th/first to tenth. We will measure
objects using non uniform units such as paperclips, cubes and bead strings. We will use the
words ‘longer’, ‘longest’, ‘shorter’ and ‘shortest’ and learn how to use a ruler to measure.
Topic - We will take part in discussions about how we can group different animals according to
what they eat and look at how animals of the same species can have similarities and differences.
We will be following instructions to take part in a camouflage test.

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two
English - This week, we will be writing our own version of ‘The Steadfast Tin Solider’ but we will be giving it a twist
by giving the story an alternative ending. Once we have written our stories we will be editing our work to make sure
we have all our capital letters and full stops in the right place.
Maths - At the beginning of the week, we will be looking at adding 10, 20 and 30 to any
two-digit number; we will then be using this knowledge to perform the inverse by
subtracting 10, 20 and 30 from any two-digit number. Later in the week, we will be
learning to add and subtract 11, 21, 12 and 22 from any two-digit number.
Topic - We will be investigating how the level of water in a glass bottle or jar affects
the sound made when either tapping the glass with a pencil or blowing across the top of
the bottle. Later in the week, we will be making rubber band guitars and investigating
how the thickness of the rubber band affects the pitch of the sound created. If you
have any rubber bands, cardboard boxes or plastic bottles we can use, please bring them in next week. Thank you.
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Messages & Notices
Year 2 Parents - Apply for your Year 3 Places Now!
It is time for you to apply for your Year 3 place at a Junior/Primary School of your choice. You are able to apply to
any other school, but please remember that your application must be completed on time, by the 15th January, 2018.
Your child will be guaranteed a place at The Batt School if that is your first preference. Please go to
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/admissions-junior-schools to apply on-line or download a paper form.
Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Thank you very much for filling the Christmas shoeboxes. We were able to send 37 off to the High Street Methodist
Church to be distributed to children across the world, where they will be gratefully received.
Aviva Community Fund Nominations - until the 21st November
The PTA still need lots of votes to receive £10,000 from the Aviva Community Fund. Please follow the link below,
register and vote for our project. If you do not get directed to our project, simply search for Friends of St Mary’s
School Witney. You can register multiple email accounts and each registration will give you 10 votes so please give all
10 to us! Please click on this Link to register your votes and pass the link to friends and family.
Lost Micro Scooter
Patrick in Reception has lost his Blue Micro Scooter which has an orange brake on the back. Please check you have
your own child’s scooter. There is a blue one in the compound without a brake, which is not Patrick’s and has been
left there for a few days. Thank you for checking.
Paws, Claws and Whiskers WOW Day with Amate Animalia
Thank you very much for the donations and the blankets and towels for Amate Animalia. The Year 1 children
thoroughly enjoyed the visit.
Children In Need
Next Friday 17th November we are inviting the children to come to school dressed in something
spotty for the ‘Spotacular’ theme of Children in Need in exchange for a £1 donation to this great
charity. On Tuesday 14th November the children are going to have a special visit from a certain yellow
bear! We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their spotty outfits. Old £1 coins can be
donated as well.

Laying a wreath in remembrance, on behalf of St.
Mary’s CE Infant School.
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DATE

EVENT

YEARS

TIME

TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER

CHILDREN IN NEED SPECIAL VISITOR

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER

‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR
PROSPECTIVE PARENTS

FRIDAY 17TH NOVEMBER

CHILDREN IN NEED ‘SPOTACULAR’

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER

NON-UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE FOR A
ALL
JAR OF SWEETS FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAYRE

IN SCHOOL TIME

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON IN
WITNEY—PTA STALL

ALL

EVENING IN WITNEY
TOWN CENTRE

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER

YEAR 1 DANCE AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL

YEAR 1

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER

NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS FAYRE

ALL WELCOME

11.30am-1.30pm

FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER

YEAR 2 POETRY HOMEWORK SHARING

YEAR 2

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER

HOMEWORK SHARING WITH PARENTS

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER

NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S
CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

10.00am and
6.00pm

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER

WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN
SCHOOL—CINDERELLA!

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY - FOR DONATION

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER

MAKING CHRISTINGLES IN SCHOOL PARENTAL HELP NEEDED!

ALL

IN SCHOOL TIME

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM CHRISTINGLE SERVICE IN
ST. MARY’S CHURCH

ALL WELCOME

9.30am-10.00am

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

END OF TERM

ALL

1.15pm

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER

ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH
AROUND DEER PARK

TBC

6.00pm

IN SCHOOL TIME

2.30pm

PTA Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

