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St. Mary’s CE Infant School 

Newsletter  

 No. 8 - 3rd November 2017 

Dear Families, 
 

It was lovely to welcome you all back to St. 
Mary's after our half term break on a crisp 
autumnal morning.  The children enjoyed 
kicking through the leaves that had fallen in 
the playground and the smell brought back 
happy memories of my own school days. 
 

We began the term with a bang (literally!) as 
we welcomed an African Drumming         
workshop to start our new Year 2 topic. 
Please take a look at the celebration of  
learning photograph for Year 2.  The          
reverberation of 30 children drumming 
throughout the school was quite something!  
 

Our playground appeal continues a pace with 
our application to the Aviva Community 
Fund. Please click on this Link to register 
your votes and pass the link to friends and 
family. We need every vote as our              
application for £10,000 is much needed. 
 

Finally, I am delighted to announce that Mrs. 
Knight will continue teaching full time in Year 
2 after Christmas. Furthermore, we will be 
continuing with our French and Music       
provision with Miss Reynolds.  Fantastique!  
 

With kind regards, 
Sarah Grier 
Headteacher 

Celebration of Learning   

 

 

www.st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk  office.3207@st-marys-witney.oxon.sch.uk   01993 702387 

Road Closure - Week Commencing 6th November 
 

Please be aware that we have been advised by the County Council that Church Green will be closed next week from 
the 6th November for up to 5 days, for resurfacing work. No parking will be available outside School.  Please allow 
enough time to park in either Waitrose or Sainsbury’s car parks, or walk to school where possible.  Thank you. 

Reception                                             
The children used spoons,     
tweezers, magnifying glasses and 
fingers to investigate our     
pumpkins this week.  Our     
pumpkin was not as big as the 
one in the ‘Winnie The Witch’ 
story we listened to.  

Year One                         
We learnt about the history of 
Bonfire Night and used straws, 
paint and glitter to create    
firework pictures. We also used 
our senses to help us write  
poetry. Make sure you pop in 
to the hall or classroom next 
week to see these on display.  

Year Two                                           
On Tuesday our new topic 
began with a WOW start 
when we attended an   
African Drumming      
Workshop with World 
Beats Music.   

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-1835
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Next Week’s Learning in Reception 

English - We  will be describing the noises made by fireworks and having a go at writing some of                                
the words. 
 

Maths - We will be learning about 2D shapes and use mathematical language to describe the  
characteristics of shapes e.g. a square has four straight sides and four corners. 
 

Topic - In PE we will consider how different woodland animals move and then try and copy these 
movements e.g. soar like an owl, scurry like a mouse. In art and craft activities we will start to 
make some woodland animals. 

 

 

Reception - Why do 

squirrels hide their 

nuts? Year Two - Beat, 
Band, Boogie!  

Next Week’s Learning in Year One 

English - We will read the story ‘The Tiger Who Came To Tea’.  We will use our sounds to write 
things he ate and use alliteration in our writing. 
 

Maths - We will be making teen numbers with a 10 and some 1s. We will find numbers in      
between numbers with a difference of 2. We will learn ordinal numbers up to 10th/tenth. 
 

Topic - Our WOW day will be a visit from Amate Animalia on Monday afternoon.  We will      
continue to produce animal artwork using different mediums such as charcoal, pastels and 
chalk. We will continue to comment on artists’ animal artwork. We will use a variety of          
materials to create animal patterns.  
 

A big thank you to Riley Williams as his Martial Arts teacher will be coming in Monday morning to teach a PE lesson. 
 

Now the children have settled into Year One, we are learning to become more independent in the mornings. Please 
encourage your child to come into the classroom on their own, change their book and begin the morning activity.      
I am still available at the beginning and the end of the school day if you wish to speak with me.    
 

Next Week’s Learning in Year Two 

English - We will start to look at the story of ‘The Steadfast Tin Soldier’. We will be 
making predictions about what the book could be about, based on the front cover 
and thinking about what are the features of fairy tales.  
 

Maths - We  will be finding out about ordinal numbers and using them in our work. 
We will also be understanding that 2-digit numbers are made from some 10s and 
some 1s.     
 

Topic - We will be looking at different ways we can make sound with our bodies 
and learning a body drumming routine. We will also be watching many different    
videos of various types of drumming from around the world.  

Year One - 

Paws, 

Claws and 

Whiskers 

OUR TOPICS THIS TERM ARE... 
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Messages & Notices 
 
Year 2 Parents - Apply for your Year 3 Places Now!                                                                                                                                        
It is time for you to apply for your Year 3 place at a Junior/Primary School of your choice.  You are able to apply to 
any other school, but please remember that your application must be completed on time, by the 15th January, 2018. 
Your child will be guaranteed a place at The Batt School if that is your first preference.  Please go to                   
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/admissions-junior-schools to apply on-line or download a paper form. 

Teams4U Christmas Shoebox Appeal                                                                                                                                             
Thank you very much for taking a shoebox to be filled for children across the world.  The deadline for returning  
them is Friday 10th November.  Thank you for your support of this worthy cause. 

Nasal Flu Vaccs                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Please return your form as soon as possible, even if you do not want your child to have the vaccination.   The forms 
are being collected next week by the schools health team.  
 

Aviva Community Fund Nominations - until the 21st November                                                                                                                             
The PTA have registered for an amazing opportunity to receive £10,000 from the Aviva Community Fund. To get 
through to the finals we need to secure as many votes as possible. Please follow the link below, register and vote for 
our project. If you do not get directed to our project, simply search for Friends of St Mary’s School Witney. You can 
register multiple email accounts and each registration will give you 10 votes so please give all 10 to us! Please click 
on this Link to register your votes and pass the link to friends and family. You will also be able to enter Aviva’s prize 
draw to win an iPad so there’s something in it for you too. £10,000 would mean we could really crack on with making 
the playground project happen ASAP.   

Year 1 - Paws, Claws and Whiskers WOW Day                                                                                                                          
On Monday 6th November we have Amate Animalia coming in to show the children some of their animals.  They are 
a local charity who rescue wild and exotic animals, large and small.  With the winter coming up they are always in 
desperate need of any towels, bedding, blankets or throws to keep the animals warm.  If you have anything suitable 
and would like to donate these to Amate Animalia on Monday 6th November, they would be very grateful. Thank 
you. 

Children In Need                                                                                                                                                                                  
It is that time of year again already!  On Friday 17th November we will be inviting the children to come    
to school dressed in something spotty for the ‘Spotacular’ theme of Children in Need.  This will be in     
exchange for a £1 donation to this great charity.  On Tuesday 14th November the children are going to 
have a special visit from a certain yellow bear! We look forward to seeing the children dressed in their 
spotty outfits. Old £1 coins can be donated as well! 
 

The House Hoop Challenge  
This was a great success even if it was a bit chilly on the day! The results were as follows: 

Muscly Mangoes 149 points                                Sporty Strawberries 153 points 
Bouncy Blueberries 169 points      Keep Fit Kiwis 188 points 

https://community-fund.aviva.co.uk/voting/project/view/17-1835
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DATE EVENT YEARS TIME 

MONDAY 6TH NOVEMBER AMATE ANIMALIA VISITING YEAR 1 YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER T4U SHOEBOXES DEADLINE FOR              

RETURNING FILLED BOXES TO SCHOOL 

ALL 9.00am 

FRIDAY 10TH NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT ALL 5.30-7.00pm 

TUESDAY 14TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED SPECIAL VISITOR ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 13TH NOVEMBER ‘STAY AND PLAY’ OPEN MORNING FOR 

PROSPECTIVE PARENTS 

 IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 17TH NOVEMBER CHILDREN IN NEED ‘SPOTACULAR’ ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER NON-UNIFORM DAY IN EXCHANGE FOR A 

JAR OF SWEETS FOR THE CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

FRIDAY 24TH NOVEMBER CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON IN         

WITNEY—PTA STALL 

ALL EVENING IN WITNEY 

TOWN CENTRE 

MONDAY 27TH NOVEMBER YEAR 1 DANCE AT HENRY BOX SCHOOL YEAR 1 IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER NASAL FLU VACCINATIONS ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

SATURDAY 2ND DECEMBER CHRISTMAS FAYRE ALL WELCOME 11.30am-1.30pm 

FRIDAY 8TH DECEMBER 

TUESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 

YEAR 2 POETRY HOMEWORK SHARING 

HOMEWORK SHARING WITH PARENTS 

YEAR 2 IN SCHOOL TIME 

2.30pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER NATIVITY PERFORMANCES IN ST. MARY’S 

CHURCH 

ALL WELCOME 10.00am and       

6.00pm 

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER WEST END SCHOOLS’ PANTOMIME IN 

SCHOOL—CINDERELLA! 

ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

MONDAY 18TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTIES ALL IN SCHOOL TIME 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER END OF TERM ALL 1.15pm 

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER ACCOMPANY SANTA AND RUDOLPH 

AROUND DEER PARK 

TBC 6.00pm 

PTA Facebook Group:   www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsofstmaryswitney

